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In worship we meet with the living God to honor and glorify His name. When we do this faithfully, the 

kingdom of God advances not just in our individual lives but in the world. This is not a magic trick or arbitrary 

mechanism for spreading the gospel, but the way God designed it. When we worship Him through Christ in 

heaven, doing His will there, His will is naturally done through us on the earth.  

 

Overview of the Text 

Hebrews is a sustained argument for the supremacy of Jesus and the new covenant over the old and 

everything in it. This doesn’t insult the Old Testament at all beause, like John the Baptizer, the whole point 

was to foreshadow, prepare, and make the way for Christ who is the greater prophet, priest, and king. The 

author contrasts the new mountain with the old one, Sinai, where fire, smoke, darkness, tempest, the 

trumpet, and the voice of God overwhelmingly terrified Israel and Moses (vv. 18-21; cf. Ex. 20:18-26; Deut. 

5:25-27). We don’t come to that earthly mountain, but to Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem. This includes 

an innumerable host of angels, the assembly and church of the firstborn (risen-from-the-dead-in-Jesus) 

registered in heaven, and as if this isn’t enough, to God Himself the judge of all, to the spirits of just men 

made perfect (the faithful departed), to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant and the blood of sprinkling 

that speaks better than Abel’s (vv. 22-24). His application is not to therefore relax and don’t worry much 

about worship anymore. Instead, since they didn’t escape him/Him (Moses and Yahweh) who spoke on 

earth, we can be sure we won’t escape Him who speaks from heaven (v. 25). Sinai shook, but now He shakes 

not just the earth but also heaven (v. 26). This means that temporary things like the kingdoms of men, fads 

and man-made traditions, false religions and idolatrous governments, and temporary sacrificial systems are 

shaken and removed so that the unshakeable, permanent things may remain (v. 27). You are receiving this 

steadfast kingdom, so it must be all of grace, the same grace that empowers you to worship God now with 

reverence and godly fear (v. 28). He is a consuming fire (v. 29).   

 

How Much More 

Most believers today draw the opposite conclusion than the author of Hebrews. We think old covenant 

worship was serious where what you did really mattered, and all that happened at Sinai was super scary; 

but now God doesn’t really care what we do so we can have pirate Sunday and a sweet band to entertain 

us and draw more visitors. We don’t travel three times a year to go Mount Zion and the temple in Jerusalem, 

a copy of the heavenly temple (Heb. 8:5). Instead, we gather every Lord’s Day in the power of the Spirit 

where we ascend into heaven to worship with all the angels, departed saints, to God Himself through the 

mediatorial work of Jesus Christ. God used to hold back and speak from the earth, but now we go straight 

to Him in heaven. The saints before Christ looked forward to the coming Messiah, working all week and 

then worshiping and resting on the seventh day. Now we have received of His fullness, and the apostle prays 

that we would understand it: “that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from 

the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and 

might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come” 

(Eph. 1:18-21). If we know who we are in Christ and what He will do through us as we embrace this and 
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worship Him accordingly, there is nothing that can stop the witness and work of the Christian church. This 

is wonderful and terrifying all at once.  

 

The God Who Speaks 

We don’t hear God thundering from heaven. Instead, we hear the word preached, which Peter requires to 

be done in Christ’s name: “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). When 

Hebrews warns, “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks”, the audience was not meeting with Jesus 

physically in the room. He had ascended nearly 40 years earlier. But He still spoke, as He does today, 

particularly through fallible preachers. In Romans 10:14, Paul asks, “How then shall they call on Him in whom 

they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” In the second 

question, the word “heard” takes the genitive, meaning that it’s not “of whom” they have not heard, but 

“whom.” Jesus still speaks through the preached word. Our whole passage in Hebrews relies upon this being 

true, but we’re so used to individualizing passages like this where it becomes about our personal experience, 

typically outside of worship. These experiences, so long as focused on Christ, are well and good but the 

action is here together: “The Lord loves the gates of Zion More than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious 

things are spoken of you, O city of God! Selah” (Ps. 87:2-3). Who is sufficient for these things?  

 

Right Worship 

This should affect everything we do as a church, as families, and as individuals. When you walk into a 

cathedral, or really any church built with the glory and grandeur of God in mind, you naturally quiet down 

and feel a sense of the numinous. Christians used to understand and thus express theology in stone. Pastor 

Rob Rayburn recently commented problem today when the immanence of God is emphasized to the 

exclusion of His transcendence. We like Him as our friend and comforter, but not as our judge, lawgiver, 

and God of the storm. Casual worship, sentimental praise songs, churches designed to make you feel like 

you’re sitting in the living room are all part of this. Christians used to dress up for church because they knew 

the meeting is with God the Father Almighty. Of course, no church should turn someone away for wearing 

shabby clothes, but we want to remember that this is the festal gathering with the King and the most 

important thing we do all week. This is serious joy, practice and preparation for the Wedding Supper of the 

Lamb. Last week we heard how God regarded the lame offerings of Israel, telling them to offer that kind of 

thing to their governor (Mal. 1:8). The most important thing you offer Him is yourself. Your gratitude, your 

repentance, your joy, your reverence and honor—everything that goes into worship. Prepare for this. Look 

forward to it. Pray for your brothers and sisters and prepare to see them. The Jews would begin resting and 

rejoicing on Friday night, so consider making Saturday night the beginning of your rest and rejoicing. Give 

rest to others, rest yourself from vocational labor, and receive this gift. We are receiving a kingdom which 

cannot be shaken, so we need grace to live and reign with Him in it (v. 28).  

  


