
TITLE:  Kingdom Coherence 

SUMMARY:  Only in the Kingdom of God do people and ideas hold together in peace. 

OBJECTIVE:  Seek peace in the Kingdom of God by honoring Christ at the center of all things. 

TEXT:  Luke 11:14-23 

Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the 

mute man spoke, and the people marveled.  

But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 

while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven.  

But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is 

laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided against himself, 

how will his kingdom stand?  

For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, 

by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges.  

But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has 

come upon you.  

When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when 

one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which 

he trusted and divides his spoil.  

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 

  



OPENING: 

Have you sometimes felt like things are falling apart?  Rather, do you often, or do you daily feel 

like things are falling apart?  These surely are confusing and divisive times.  At the office, likely 

in your extended family, on school boards across the country, and every day on the news.  

Perhaps things have eased a bit since the COVID times, but we still have a sense there is a deep 

tension and a growing lack of unity.  We are also starting to see overtly odd influences entering 

the popular realm.  Even historically controversial topics like kinism, anti-semitism, and 

nationalism are making the rounds again. 

Where did this come from?  What are we to make of the apparent disintegration we are seeing 

around us that seems to be accelerating ever more rapidly?  Why is this happening? 

Things have been quite good for quite a while, for Christians in our culture.  We’ve played nice 

for many years.  We’ve generally worked hard, tried to be holy, been friendly and to serve 

others.  We love our neighborhoods our cities and our country.  We’ve valued marriage and 

family.  You might even feel that it doesn’t seem fair for to see things take such a turn! 

Some might say, it’s just end-times, I knew this would happen!!  Or maybe, there is a lesson 

that we need to learn and apply. 

Conservative talk media personalities complain and gripe about the daily outrage - over the 

next absurdity or incoherence of the radical left.  But do they have an explanation or a solution?  

If they do, it is not abundantly clear. 

As Christians we can do better than just complaining, worrying, or being discouraged.  Through 

God’s word and the Holy Spirit we can understand our times and have hope. 

OVERVIEW:  This passage addresses some of the core problems that we’re dealing with today.  

Jesus is facing challenges from what he calls “an evil generation” (v29).  Luke tells the story of 

how Jesus dealt with it, and what summary lesson he preached.  It’s safe to assume this story is 

an important one, as versions of it appear in all three of the synoptic gospels – Matthew, Mark, 

and here in Luke. 

For context - Jesus is traveling around at the height of his ministry, doing awesome things, 

followed by a large crowd!  Among them is a group of critics who seek to undermine him.  

These are generally understood to be pharisees, likely sent from Jerusalem as spies, by the 

ruling hierarchs to counteract Christ's influence.  The crowd is growing as many are interested, 

and benefiting from what is going on – Jesus is teaching, healing, casting out demons, and 

attending to the people around him. 

 



It’s hard to fault him, but along come the pharisees who find a way.  They challenge Jesus’s 

authority and goodness, attempting to discredit him.  He refutes their arguments and instructs 

the crowd.  Going further, he declares the Kingdom of God and issues a stark proclamation of 

both hope and warning. 

 

We have much to learn from both the meaning of his lesson, and the manner in which he 

delivers it. 

 

TRANSITION:  First off, when Jesus is challenged, he “knows the thoughts” of the pharisees.  

That is, he discerns their intentions and motivations. 

POINT 1:  Natural human reason is suspect and biased 

People do not by nature, in their flesh, honestly seek objective truth.  We have a bias, an 

agenda.  Rather than seeking truth, we naturally seek what is good for us - what justifies and 

protects our own interests.  When the truth is inconvenient, we really don’t want to hear it.  

Rather we would rather bend our take on reality and shape our arguments to defend our view. 

How hard is it to admit even the smallest faults when you are wrong or feel threatened?  The 

temptation to construct our own narrative and defend it can be overwhelming. 

So if in little things we bend our minds?  How much more when we are confronted with the 

proposition that Jesus is Lord?  To acknowledge that, would mean the abandonment of our own 

authority.  It would mean a requirement to submit to his rule. 

In recent years unconscious bias training has been a popular thing from the HR department.  

Even they know our judgements can be flawed, but their focus is on race and gender-based 

discrimination.  The test your subconscious inclination to make judgements.  Learning how you 

choose between pictures of two people – who looks more suspicious?  Who should get a 

promotion?  It might determine that you have a predisposition against scruffy looking old guys 

and pregnant women.  Perhaps you could imagine a morality centered test that detects your 

bias. What would that report read?  Maybe you are prone to being blinded by your envy.  You 

judgement is impaired by lust.  Or being generous with your money seems like a major hang-up 

for you. 

We do not just reason fairly with our minds.  We have values, desires, and a will.  We are 

occupied by a controlling motivation that drives our thinking and our ability to accept the truth. 

Romans 1:18 – Men suppress the truth in unrighteousness. 

That is, they cover and keep it hidden, to avoid the implications of it.  A few verses later… 



Romans 1:21 – They [that is sinful men] became futile in their thinking, and their foolish 

hearts were darkened. 

As men suppress the truth, their thinking becomes unsound.  And it likely doesn’t matter to 

them because they are thinking consistently with their sinful hearts. 

Paul also describes this natural manner of thinking as he writes to the Ephesians… 

Ephesians 4: 17-18 – Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk 

as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their 

understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, 

due to their hardness of heart.   

When our hearts are not aligned with God’s will, we fight hard to resist any inconvenient truth. 

Our minds are never neutral.  Only when we submit ourselves to Christ and are transformed in 

our heart, mind, and our will, can we be open to receiving all truth.  And even then, we must be 

paying attention and be continually renewed.  [But more on that in a bit…] 

TRANSITION:  So, Jesus knows what is going in the thoughts of the pharisees and I doubt he is 

surprised by their poor argument.  They are not thinking straight, and he probes their thinking 

to expose its faults.  He reveals that…. 

POINT 2:  Faulty reasoning creates confusion and incoherence 

Bad arguments, from false premises, create confusion and division.  Jesus breaks down their 

faulty reasoning step by step, showing its contradictions.  They accuse him of casting out 

demons by the power of Beezlebub – that is the prince of demons.   

1 – First he easily appeals to the general principle that “A kingdom divided won’t stand”.  

Armies that fight against each other can’t win and don’t last.  This is not hard to grasp. 

2 – Secondly he asks – “By whom do you your sons cast them out”.  He implies that by the same 

logic their sons could be also doing their work by the power of Beezlebub.  There are accounts 

that at this time some of the religious leaders could cast out demons by certain incantations.  

However, they did not have the same lasting effect as Jesus’s power.  [He expounds on this 

later] 

The point here is that the pharisees argument is both contradictory and puts them at odds with 

their own people.  They are undermining their own sons.  And their sons, who will one day be 

judges, surely won’t appreciate having it implied that they are acting in league with Beezlebub.  

By the pharisees’ logic, if their premise is accepted, what defense would they have against such 

an accusation? 



When we argue from the wrong premise, nothing good will follow.  You set a trap for yourself 

and will end up facing numerous contradictions. 

For example, if you assume a premise that, “All birds can fly”, you would conclude that 

penguins are not birds.  This seems to logically follow, but it is still wrong.  And if you move 

forward further you’ll get pretty tangled up trying to explain what a penguin is when it also has 

a beak, feathers and lays eggs! 

How much more problematic will it be when you take the premise that “Jesus works by the 

power of the Devil” or “Jesus is not Lord” – that is basically what they are saying.  Unfortunately 

for them, Jesus is Lord, and he is acting under the authority of God – “the finger of God” as he 

says.   

You may have heard of C.S. Lewis’s famous “Liar, Lunatic, or Lord” argument from Mere 

Christianity.  In short - Because of all that Jesus said and accomplished, your options are limited 

and there is only one right answer.  If you choose the wrong answer, you will have a hard time 

making sense of all the evidence when pressed. 

1 Corinthians 3:11 – For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which 

is Jesus Christ. 

Without your argument being placed on this foundation, it will crumble.  It might sound OK at 

first, but if it can’t trace it’s roots down to this fundamental assertion it will not stand. 

And unfortunately, we don’t tend to think very far ahead in our logic when it suits the need for 

the moment.  Instead, we just go ahead and suffer the consequences.  Maybe we learn our 

lesson, or maybe we just go on suffering. 

For a modern example, we can consider a recent controversy in collegiate swimming. 

1. Women’s sports are awesome, go women.   

2. Transgender women must be supported in everything.  “Hmm, where’s this going? 

3. Women’s sports must let transgender women play.  “I think I might see, don’t you?” 

4. Finally it’s unavoidably shameful to see a man standing atop the podium at the women’s 

championship.  You must strain to not acknowledge the unfairness and injustice.  

Anyone with an ounce honesty can perceive that women’s sports are being ruined.  And 

many are still a bit shocked having not seen this coming. 

Accepting such false premises, that do not trace back to God’s truth, has resulted in inevitable 

confusion and incoherence.  This is true for us now, as it was for the pharisees back then.  And 

the more people that are swept up in the confusion, the more the trouble multiplies.   



TRANSITION:  Jesus was not going to let the people be misled.  He draws a clear line, making a 

stark declaration regarding the significance of not affirming and submitting to his authority. 

POINT 3:  The only alternative to ultimate divisiveness 

The driving point of his message is that coherence is only found with him.  He makes this 

abundantly clear by presenting a pair of ominous dichotomies.  Now, I know from being around 

kids studying logic, that we are most accustomed to pointing out false dichotomies – choices 

presented with only two options when there’s actually more to it.  Something like “you must 

give me ice cream or you’re not nice”.  It is certainly possible to withhold ice cream and still be 

a nice person, even if it doesn’t feel that way in the moment. 

But here, Jesus presents not just two true dichotomies, but two of the most fundamental and 

important dichotomies in the universe. 

VERSE 23 – Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with 

me scatters. 

There is no neutral position when it comes to Christ.  There is no middle ground.  You are either 

with or against him.  You either gather with him, or scatter. 

It’s important to note the social implication of this warning.  It’s not like you are on his team, or 

one of the other rival teams.  You are not with him, or with the pharisees.  Rather you are 

either together with him, or you will be scattered abroad.  There is no staying together apart 

from him.  On one hand, you have coherence, togetherness, with implied peace and unity – the 

sense is that of a flock of sheep, gathered to their shepherd.  On the other hand, you have 

scattering, dispersion, a going astray, everyone to his own way. 

Imagine this message being heard by the increasing crowds of people listening to him teach.  

They were being put on the spot with no ground given for further debate. 

This choice to honor Christ has comprehensive implications.  Without him, your motivations are 

corrupted, your thinking suspect, your logic faulty, and ultimately your relationships troubled.  

And since Christ and the word of God are relevant to all of life, the implications for not 

honoring him extend to all of life.  The same is true for your neighbor, which then implies social 

implications for the degree of peace, unity, and justice that you share.  There is nothing which is 

not impacted by this choice because of who Jesus is… 

Colossians 1:15-17 –  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were created through him and 

for him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 



All things hold together in him!  If you are with Christ, you are aligned with the ultimate source 

of coherence in the entire cosmos.  And you are together with all those who are also aligned 

and gathered with Jesus. 

TRANSITION:  To accomplish this, is the whole reason that Jesus came. 

POINT 4:  The coherent kingdom is come 

His mission has been to defeat the evil that is holding us in this state of delusion - with corrupt 

motivations, thoughts, and desires - to dispel the forces that are driving us apart.  Again from 

Colossians… 

Colossians 1:19-22 – For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 

the blood of his cross.  And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 

holy and blameless and above reproach before him. 

Christ has come to reconcile, us to himself, and all things to himself!  He is the sole reason why 

we can be changed away from our hostile fallen minds and rescued from our separation from 

him and from each other.   

In doing this, he is bringing about the Kingdom of God on Earth.  He follows this argument to 

the pharisees by proclaiming the work of his power. 

VERSE 20 – But if it is by the finger of God (which it is) that I cast out demons, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you. 

The work that Jesus is doing now, casting out demons, gathering people to himself is the 

beginning of the Kingdom of God.  He elaborates with a short parable to explain what he is 

doing.   

VERSE 21 – When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his good are safe; 

but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his 

armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 

The strong man here is Satan who has had power over individuals and the world.  But Christ is 

stronger than him and has come to overthrow his authority in the lives of people and in the 

world.  When he does, the plunder, the riches held captive by evil will be enjoyed by all those 

around him. 

Jesus is the one who has the power to free us from our constant sinful disposition, and to 

establish good lasting authority that brings peace and order.  There, as the crowds increase, as 

his influence grows, as the extent to which people gather to him, evil is cast out, and his 



authority is established – his Kingdom is coming here on Earth.  He is the good king, calling 

people together / to gather with him in his good kingdom. 

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus describes what his kingdom is like. 

Mark 4:30-32 – And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable shall we use for it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which when sown on the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and 

becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds 

of the air can make nests in its shade. 

The picture here is of the progress of his dominion, the increase of that which holds him as 

central and gathers to him.  Birds flutter and go from place to place, other garden plants are 

around but do not compare, in this great tree they have found a good place of rest to make 

their nests. 

The growing and increasing realm where Christ is honored is where everything makes sense, 

holds together, and where all can dwell securely in peace. 

History is full of mankind attempting to find other places of rest - to pursue their own ideas, 

implement their own ideologies, apart from God.  But none of them will endure.  There will be a 

continual process of scattering, moving about from here and there, from one incoherent and 

failing ideology to the next.  That is, until we come to find rest in the coherent kingdom of God, 

where our Lord Jesus Christ holds together all things. 

Consider the history of Christendom – those people and places where Christianity has 

dominated since the time of Christ.  You can plainly see the remarkable progress and 

advancement that has occurred in so many aspects of life.  Where the gospel has taken hold 

and God’s word has been kept, there has been great blessing.  This has proven out what Jesus 

says in verse 28. 

 VERSE 28 – Blessed (rather) are those who hear the word of God and keep it! 

To the degree that God’s word has been kept, God’s blessing has been received.  This is clear in 

in so many areas of life – treatment of women, racial relations, care for children, science, 

literature, art, engineering, food, and productivity.  There has been no area of life not benefited 

from the spoils of Christs victory over evil. 

TRANSITION:  So then where did we go wrong?  And what do we do about it?  How can we 

apply the lesson taught here by Jesus? 

  



APPLICATION:  Seeking the coherent kingdom 

Now the challenges in our time have not been quite as straightforward as someone going 

around saying – Jesus works by the power of the Devil!  Sometimes perhaps.  But often the 

opponents of Christ have been more subtle, whether intentional or not. 

 

To understand our troubles, the most helpful exercise would be to trace through history and 

identify the places and times where Christ stopped being asserted as central.  When, where, 

and why did the notion that he is not relevant creep in?  When did we stop being clearly with 

him, and thereby start being against him?  Where did the confusion begin? 

 

It is not always obvious when this is happening because the important action might be down at 

the foundation.  For a while, you can continue doing seemingly Christian things - but stop doing 

them for explicitly Christian reasons.  Some other principle is covertly becoming the operative 

power – whether it is tradition, habit, convenience, or anything else.  But it is weak and not able 

to sustain or resist the eventual challenge that will come. 

 

We can consider times such as the founding of our nation, when nearly everyone was Christian, 

yet no foundational document firmly declared the centrality of Jesus and God’s word.  Yes, 

there is a wonderful sounding appeal to the self-evident truths, that “all men are created equal, 

endowed by their creator with inalienable rights.”  Within a Christian consensus, this does 

indeed sound wonderful.  But without Christ’s authority being read into it, where is the power 

and authority to give it weight. 

 

Or in our laws and judgements, when decisions are made, is there any appeal to biblical truth as 

the ultimate basis?  Unfortunately, not.  And even when decisions are made where we agree 

with the outcome, we do not agree on the ultimate premise. 

 

Consider the supreme court rulings that have established important precedents in the past.  For 

example in 1965, the Supreme Court struck down a law against birth control on the basis of an 

“inferred right to privacy” which is not found in the constitution.  Now that may have been an 

OK outcome and even sound reasonable, but the precedent has had huge implications.  In 

1967, the same “right to privacy” was used to strike down restrictions on interracial marriage.  

The outcome here seems great and the bible would agree!  But the invented basis for it has no 

tie down to biblical truth.  The right-to-privacy, now being more firmly established, then goes 

on to be the basis for Roe v Wade, legalizing abortion in 1973, same-sex activity in 2003, and 

gay marriage in 2015.  How much conflict, division, and even death might we have avoided if 

we had honored the precedent and wisdom of the bible, instead of that which we “infer” 

ourselves.  



 

I choose this example in part as we are honoring “Sanctity of Human Life” Sunday next week.  

We should be shrewd in understanding the importance of having biblical foundations in our 

ethical and legal system.  And plainly, we cannot simply infer or reason our way to a shared and 

durable understanding of “sanctity”.  If Christ is not at the center of our thought, there is no 

such thing as “sanctity”. 

 

Another example might be the lessons of Dr. Martin Luther King, who we as a nation remember 

and honor tomorrow.  Growing up I didn’t know anyone who did not enthusiastically embrace 

his exhortation, “to judge a man not by the color of his skin, but by the content of his 

character.”  We were all taught this lesson exhaustively in our public schools -- but without 

learning any biblical basis for it, even though there surely is one!  Now the progress made for 

civil rights based on that movement has been extended to transgender rights and more.  And 

regarding skin color, it is now official policy in many workplaces and government programs to 

render judgement on, and assess the degree of privilege enjoyed by a man, based on the color 

of his skin.  The fact that this practice is termed “anti-racisim” makes the level of incoherence 

almost laughable. 

 

The same type of degradation and incoherence can be seen in many other aspects of life.  The 

application is of course relevant to your personal life as well.  Is there any area of your life that 

you do not center on Christ?  Are you quietly establishing any basis of support to justify your 

actions that which you cannot trace down and be coherence with the assertion that “Jesus 

Christ is Lord.” 

 

As we consider these things, we are seeking for the kingdom to come here on Earth.  Our job is 

to seek to bring all things under the good authority of Jesus.  We must not be naïve to the 

antithesis – the evil inherent in our fallen nature to bend and twist our thinking for our own 

ways, leading ultimately to our destruction. 

 

In our generation, we can do this as Jesus did back then.  When anything is presented that is 

contrary to Christ, probe and challenge to reveal the inevitable inconsistencies.  There is a 

whole strategy of Christian apologetics focus on this.  Presuppositional apologetics aims to 

expose the root assumptions of a person’s worldview, and reveal its shortcomings.  And when 

these shortcomings are seen, the gospel can be presented as the only real hope of true 

coherence. 

 

We have neglected this practice of putting Christ at the center perhaps for many reasons.  One I 

think worth noting is our desire to be courteous and inclusive of those who are not Christians.  



We should be welcoming and loving people, right?  Yes, but what is loving about undermining 

the only hope of true and lasting unity?   

 

For if we remove his authority from any realm, we remove our hope of lasting cohesion.  We 

might seemingly get along for now, but there will no longer be any strongman in place guarding 

the palace.  Other authorities will eventually challenge, and their rules will not be for our good.  

How is it loving to accommodate this process?  It may seem loving and inclusive in the short 

term, but the longer consequences will be disastrous leading to ultimate division and strife. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

I do think there are many good signs of hope in our day.  Christians are catching on and finding 

new strength in their fellowship and the firm foundation we share.  We are seeing some energy 

for reaffirming Christ at the Center.   

 

Attendance and at faithful churches is increasing.  Enrollment in Christian Schools, and interest 

in Christian homeschooling is on the rise.  I’ve even been to a couple political events where 

prayers were sincerely offered explicitly in Jesus’ name.  One is even promoting the need for 

“Christ Centered Policy” on the main page of their website.  We should prioritize giving our 

time, money, and energy to organization who in this manner are advancing the name of Jesus. 

 

A couple weeks ago a football player (Damar Hamlin) collapsed on the field with cardiac arrest 

during an NFL football game, and the ESPN analyst prayed for him on live national TV.  Everyone 

expected the TV analyst to be afraid to do such a thing.  To many, it was refreshing to see the 

courage of someone asserting God’s power to heal, in the public realm.  There was a sense that 

a wall of courteous restraint was broken in a welcome and appropriate way. 

 

As things are falling apart around us in various ways, it can be overwhelming.  You may feel 

frustrated and discouraged, feeling unable to keep it together.  It is true, we can’t keep 

together by our own cleverness or reasoning.  But by exposing error, pointing to Christ as the 

only source of all lasting peace and coherence, we will have hope.  He is stronger than any 

strongman who might threaten us, and the victory is his. 

 

I trust many opportunities will come in the days ahead to assert the centrality of Christ.  May 

God prepare us and give us courage to be ready, for the love of others and the glory of God. 

 

 


