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The miracle of the incarnation upended everything. The Greeks were fine with gods gallivanting around the 

world just so long as they and their followers supported the state. The Jews wanted a messiah, but he 

couldn’t come from a jerkwater town, and he certainly couldn’t claim to be God and go around acting like 

Him—forgiving sins, raising the dead, and claiming authority over the temple. Jesus did all of these things 

as true man and true God, the human and divine natures existing in the single person born in Bethlehem, 

born to the virgin Mary, born to set His people free.  

 

Summary of the Text 

John undeniably states that the Word (Logos) was in the beginning, with God, and was God (John 1:1). In 

case you missed it, again (v. 2). He made everything, which is what God does (v. 3). That same Word became 

flesh, as in “flesh and blood”, and dwelt among us, and when He did so He was no less God: “we beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (v. 14). The Greeks squawk 

“foolishness” because no person, god or mortal, wants to take on or remain in broken flesh, and the Jews 

stumble because this guy was hung on tree and therefore can’t be the messiah. But for us, Christ the power 

and wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24).  

 

Christ the Creed 

There’s a kind of Christian who says he wants “No creed but Christ”, meaning there’s no need to know 

anything outside of Scripture. At first this seems like a high view of the Bible until you read it and learn what 

Lord is going to do throughout history. Luke says his gospel recorded just what Jesus “began both to do and 

teach” (Acts. 1:1). The book of Acts ends with Paul under house arrest, receiving all who visited him and 

conducting a thriving ministry (28:30-31). Scripture is like an episode of a show with an ending that makes 

you want to watch the next one. We don’t know particulars, but we have a general idea of what will follow. 

Jesus tells the apostles to disciple the nations (Matt. 28:19-20). He says He will build His church on the rock 

and the gates of Hades would not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). Paul tells husbands to imitate Christ who 

loves His bride the church, washing her with the word so that she’ll be without spot or wrinkle, a glorious 

bride at the wedding (Eph. 5:25-27). Teachers in the church lead us into greater unity as we grow up into 

Christ (Eph. 4:11-16). This takes place in time, over the course of centuries, about twenty so far since the 

ascension. As soon as you ask, “Who is the Christ?”, or “How can He be God and still have ten toes?”, you 

are asking a question addressed by creeds. The first church council happened in Jerusalem in Acts 15, 

addressing the question of the New Testament: do you have to become a Jew in order to be a Christian? 

Absolutely not, but this was easier said than lived by (cf. Gal. 2:13). The Jerusalem Council defined this 

foundational doctrine and the precedent of dealing with questions and conflicts in the broader church. 

Ecumenical councils are those which a majority or significant portion of the church attends and the creeds 

contain primary doctrines which all Christians believe. The Bible is our only infallible word from God, but 

even the books of Scripture are creedally recognized.  

 

451 A.D. 

In the middle of the fifth century the church addressed the way the divine and human natures of Christ 

reside in one person. Do they mix together so that He’s really a hybrid as Eutyches maintained? Or are the 
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natures separated so that sometimes He acts as God and other times as man as the Nestorians believed? 

At Nicaea in 325 A.D. the church confessed Jesus is both God and man. Chalcedon addresses how this is the 

case. These may seem like irrelevant distinctions, but they are not. We are not permitted to go beyond what 

the Scriptures teach, but neither can we ignore what is revealed (Deut. 29:29). If Jesus doesn’t have a true 

human nature, then He isn’t really one of us, fully tempted, and therefore able to represent us to God (Heb. 

4:15). Thus Chalcedon: “of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from 

sin.” But He also must be divine, that is, powerful to save: “begotten of the Father before the ages.” His two 

natures are “without confusion, without change.” In order to be one person and not a schizophrenic savior, 

the divine and human natures are “without division, without separation.” They reside in hypostatic union 

in the unified Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

For Our Salvation 

Ideas have consequences, and none greater than the union of true God and true man in Jesus Christ. For 

pagan religions, ancient and modern, the difference between the divine and human is one of degree. God 

is basically a bigger, smarter, more powerful being than us. Were we to grow in all the right ways, we could 

become divine, climbing up the great chain of being. This is why in Mormonism, for example, the goal is to 

get to the celestial level of heaven where you become divine and govern your world and the worlds of your 

children. This was the world Jesus was born into under Caesar Augustus. Octavius was named Augustus, a 

pious ruler and incarnate Zeus, by the senate: “Salvation is to be found in no other, save Augustus, and 

there is no other name given to men in which they can be saved.” When a star appeared in the sky in 17 

B.C, the emperor held an advent celebration for 12 days. You can hear the apostles confronting this: “Nor 

is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 

must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Chalcedon declared that man cannot become God, but God did become man. 

Because the natures are not confused, man can’t take on divinity and save himself but instead must look to 

God who in fact has taken on flesh and dwelt among us in order to save us from our sins. When people think 

man can become God, the state takes on a divine role. Afterall, what is the largest and most powerful entity 

among men, but the state? This is why no matter how bad the government fails, people with faith in it will 

call for more programs, more education, more legislation to save us from our troubles. Neither man 

collectively or man individually can become divine and save himself. Chalcedon closed the door on faux-

humble mysticism because only Jesus is divine and creator-creature distinction is absolute. We have been 

brought into the divine fellowship of the Trinity, but we do not become the Trinity. Behold the wonder of 

the God-Man: “Veiled in flesh the godhead see, hail the incarnate deity. Pleased as man with men to dwell, 

Jesus our Emmanuel.”  

  

  

 


