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The eternal Word of God became incarnate in this world as Jesus of Nazareth. The apostles saw, 

heard, touched, witnessed and declared Him to the world, including the people John writes to. 

Some dishonest and hypocritical teachers unsettled their faith. He writes so that they will know 

that they know Him, applying two objective tests in these verses. The first is obedience to God’s 

commandments, and the second is a specific application, love for the brethren.  

 

Summary of the Text 

Even though John, son of thunder, walked with Jesus, this is also how he knows that he knows 

the Lord: “if we keep His commandments” (v3). The one who says he knows God but doesn’t 

keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him (v4). Not keeping the 

commandments in this statement is similar to “walking in darkness” (1:6), referring to sustained, 

remorseless, unrepentant and sin. Those who left didn’t look back (2:19). This contrasts with the 

one who keeps God’s word and therefore has His love completed in him (v5). The one who claims 

to live in Christ ought to walk the way Christ did—“Christian” means “little Christ” (v6). John is not 

bringing a new commandment, but one they had from the beginning, the word they originally 

heard (v7). At the same time, he writes a new commandment, one that is true in God and in them. 

It is confirmed because the darkness is fading and the true light is shining (v8). John is teaching 

them how to understand what they’re seeing and doing. The person who claims to be in the light 

but hates his brother is in the dark (v9). He who loves his brother abides in the light has no reason 

to stumble (v10). The one walking in darkness may be confident and bold, but he is clueless and 

blind (v11).  

 

The Assurance of Obedience 

In the previous section, three false claims were introduced by “if we say” (1:6, 8, 10). John said 

Christians overcome these lies by walking in the light, confessing sin, and looking to Christ our 

advocate and propitiation (1:7, 9; 2:1-2). The Father did not send His Son to live and die so that 

we would be pretty sure that we know Him and are living in His will. John lays out three ways to 

confirm our faith, to know that we know Him. This is completely different than works-based 

religions where you earn your way into the god’s favor. Christianity is completely unique in 

rejecting salvation by works, which ultimately glorifies man who has the power to save himself. 

Psalm 14:2-3: “The Lord looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there are 

any who understand, who seek God. They have all turned aside, they have together become 

corrupt; there is none who does good, no, not one.” We are saved by grace, apart from the deeds 

of the law, since by the works of the law no one will be justified (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16). But having 

been saved by grace through faith, you can know you have true faith. Your Savior wants you to 

know grace has a hold of you: “By this we know” (vv4, 5). There are three assurances in 1 John: 

obedience to His commandments, love for the brethren, and belief in Jesus Christ. In this section 

he covers the first two, and obedience in verses 3-6. What does it mean to “know” God, and to 

know that you do (v3)? Did Satan know Jesus? Did Judas? They certainly had true knowledge 

about Him. The Gnostics were all about secret and elite knowledge. They knew stuff by 

participating in an inner ring and looking down on the masses who didn’t know. John’s knowledge 

is informed by love. If you know God truly, you love Him, which means you follow Him (Jn. 14:15). 

If you love someone, you put them first—you want to bless them. John connects knowledge to 
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action because loyalty is the true test of knowing God. It’s not just knowledge about Him, but 

desire for Him that marks the believer: “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the 

man who trusts in Him!” (Ps. 34:8). Notice that by keeping His commandments, we know that we 

know Him (v3). It’s not by knowing that we keep His commandments, but by actually doing. 

Thinking about yourself loving your friend isn’t an act of love for your friend; it’s usually an act of 

self-congratulation. Introspection almost never includes an evaluation of the introspection itself. Is 

it too long, full of self-pity, comparing to others, leading to joy and action? We know God by 

keeping His commandments. We know that apart from the work of His Spirit we can’t, and so this 

assurance is always humble. The one who claims to know Him and doesn’t obey, including the 

command to confess sin, is a liar (v4). But the one who keeps His word has His love perfected or 

completed. John does not mean that we become perfect, but that God’s love comes to fruition, to 

completion, to achieve its intended effect—a beautifully transformed life (cf. 1 Jn. 4:12). 

Christians, be like your Christ (v6)! “No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man 

his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the 

greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no 

more” (Jer. 31:34).  

 

The Assurance of Love 

When did you first hear God’s command to love your neighbor? They had it from the beginning 

(v7). “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:18). Since God is love, you know 

immediately from Him that you are to love your neighbor. No Gnostic novelty here. But there’s a 

new commandment, true in God the triune love itself, and true in them because John sees the 

love of God at work in the church. Love overcomes hatred as light does darkness, and 2000 years 

ago the darkness was fading (v8). The commandment to love the brethren is new the way that 

God’s mercies are new every morning. It’s not that we didn’t have it yesterday, but it’s so 

rejuvenating and life-giving that it’s new again. It’s also new because love Himself walked on the 

earth: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another” (Jn. 13:34). Now we know love. To be loved by Christ, the one who 

knows everything wrong with you past, present and future, makes you want to love your brother. If 

you don’t, then you are in darkness until now (v9). The one who loves his brother abides in light 

and has no scandalon, no stumbling block (v10). But the one who hates walks in darkness without 

knowing where he is going (v11). Just like it’s possible to be a disobedient Christian, it’s also 

possible to be a blindfolded one. If you lack assurance and don’t regularly know the love, joy, rest, 

peace, patience, power over sin, delight, energy, and confidence that comes from Christ, and if 

you have conflicts all the time with your brothers or sisters, if you seem to be constantly bumping 

into people or keeping your distance so you won’t, then consider the possibility that your hatred is 

the problem. John labels our excuses—being annoyed, incompatibility, citing past grievances, all 

“reasons”—for not loving the brethren as hatred. Why, to bury you in shame? No, to give you 

unshakeable assurance. Delight in doing the will of your Father. Love His people. And thereby 

now that you know Him.  
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