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The fundamental fact of all reality is the Trinity. We could just say “God”, but referring to the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit causes us to remember the unity, fellowship, mutual indwelling, 

community, love, joy, and every good thing that exists in Him who is existence itself. Jesus prays 

for all believers to be one like He and Father are one. We come into the life of the Trinity through 

the Son, through the marriage between Christ and His church.  

 

Summary of the Texts 

On His way to the cross, Jesus prays for His disciples and for you (v20). He wants all believers to 

be one the way the Father is in Him and He in the Father, a unity that is found in the triune God 

(v21). Our unity causes the world to believe that the Father sent the Son (v21). Jesus gives the 

glory to His people that the Father had given to Him, and this is part of our unity (v22). Our unity 

reveals Jesus’ love for us and the Father’s for Him: “I in them, and You in Me; that they may be 

made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as 

You have loved Me” (v23). Switching to Ephesians 5, Paul says a husband ought to love his wife 

as his own body, the way Jesus loves His church; this unselfish love is in fact a way of loving 

yourself (5:28). No one ever hated his own body but cares for it the way Jesus does the church 

(v29). We are His flesh and bones (v30). Paul will not let this reality be ignored. He quotes Genesis 

2:24 referring to the marriage and sexual union of Adam and Eve, the paradigmatic relationship for 

mankind (v31). They are two people yet one flesh, a great mystery, but don’t get distracted from 

his main point—Christ and the church (v32). Because this is true, a man ought to love his wife as 

himself, and a wife should see that she respects her husband (v33).  

 

A Given Unity 

We have more marriage books, gurus, counselors, seminars, and weekends than you can possibly 

take in, with very little understanding of marriage. If your car is falling apart, you don’t need eight 

tips on how to drive it. You need to know how it works in order to fix it. Scripture is totally practical 

because it explains how God made the world and how it works. He made us male and female, and 

when a man and a woman get married, they become one. “But did He not make them one, having 

a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your 

spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth” (Mal. 2:15). Marriage is not a legal 

fiction. It’s not an arrangement that we invented to be helpful. Jesus loved the church and gave 

Himself for her so that she would be increasingly lovely (Eph. 5:25-27). As His bride, the church is 

identified with Him--“of His flesh and of His bones” (Eph. 5:30). The covenant of marriage reflects 

this relationship. It’s a picture, a living metaphor, a legitimate print designed to accurately reflect 

the original. The imperatives follow necessarily: “So husbands ought to love their own wives as 

their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself” (v28). We know how to take care of our own 

bodies, but sin can blind us to our connection to our husband or wife. 

 

Glorified Glory 

Inside the Trinity there is equality, individuality, and hierarchy. Each person is God, and each 

person is a different person. One God in three persons, blessed Trinity. Jesus wants us to be one 

the way He and the Father are, and this is accomplished by bestowing glory—the same glory it 
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turns out that the Father bestowed upon Him (Jn. 17:21-22). God and His glory are not like a blob 

of paint that gets thinned out across a wide canvas. The unity of the Trinity is not diminished by the 

fact that there are three persons within it; His unity requires three persons. All of God is present in 

every person of Trinity, so there is no rivalry, only love and honor. “Jesus said to him, “Have I been 

with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 

Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and 

the Father in Me?”” (Jn. 14:9-10). To see the Son is to see the Father. The Father honors the Son, 

and the Son glorifies the Father. He does the Father’s will. What is the unpardonable sin against 

Jesus? To blaspheme the Holy Spirit, attributing His work to demons (Mk. 3:28-30). Nothing comes 

between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, what theologians call their perichoretic union, mutual 

indwelling. It’s easy to get lost thinking about the Trinity, so He explains in terms we can 

understand. When God calls two sinners together, He brings a man who is the glory of God 

together with a woman who is the glory of man (1 Cor. 11:7). He is called to imitate the way Jesus 

loves the church, loving her in an efficacious way. He leads, serves, and blesses her so that she is 

more glorious than before (vv27-28). She is not losing her personhood or her individuality, but 

rather becoming an even more radiant individual as a result of their one-flesh union. She receives 

from him, and then honors, creates, improves, blesses, and glorifies what she receives, which 

blesses him in return. This is ongoing in their relationship, which gets deeper and better over 

years.  

 

Love & Respect 

To have Trinitarian life in marriage you have to have unity and individuality, difference and 

complementarity, headship and submission, man and woman. This is why we were made male 

and female (Mk. 10:6-9). When we understand what God is doing in marriage, we have every 

reason for confidence and patience. Christians are true romantics, believing marital joy is normal in 

the economy of God’s grace. We must be fascinated with our spouses, image-bearers of the triune 

God. She or he is completely different, and every way is a blessing and complement to you. God 

speaks to our weaknesses and our needs, telling us to love and respect (Eph. 5:33). Men in 

particular are to love their wives. Put her concerns first. Don’t just take pains not to trouble her, but 

strive to positively love her. Provide for and protect her. Dwell with her according to knowledge, 

honoring any weakness she may have. Absolutely require your children to obey her right away, all 

the way, with cheerfulness. Study and learn from her. Love her in small things like having manners 

at home, and honor her everywhere else. Wives see to it you respect your husbands. Speak well 

of him to others. Honor and follow his leadership. Ask him questions. Be thankful for his work. 

Make him happy to come home from it and sorry to leave. John Gottman’s first principle for making 

marriage work is to “enhance your love maps”, by which he means knowing and understanding 

one another—hopes, fears, friends, family, likes, dislikes, etc. He arrived at this by studying 

features of lasting marriages. It relates to his final principle, which is to create shared meaning. As 

Christians, we’re not left to create meaning out of meaninglessness. We are looking at the lasting 

marriage between Christ and the church, and living in His triune love.  

 

 


