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This is the fourth message in To You & Your Children series. First, we considered the grace 

and promises foundationally laid in God the Father’s home. Second, the gift of discipline drives 

folly out of a child and restores him to joy and fellowship. Last Sunday we saw the bright 

blessing teenagers are as trees and pillars in God’s kingdom. Now we come to the topic of 

education, but really something much bigger. Werner Jaegar: “It is impossible to avoid bringing 

in modern expressions like civilization, culture, tradition, literature, or education. But none of 

them really covers what the Greeks [and the apostle Paul] meant by paideia.” We are talking 

about the total shaping of a person in the Lord. 

 

Summary of the Texts 

On the cusp of entering the Promise Land, God tells Israel to lay His words in their hearts and 

souls, bind them as signs to their hands, and fasten them to their eyes (Deut. 11:18). They 

would teach them to the children not once, but all the time at home, on the camel, sitting on 

the couch, and getting up to go anywhere (v19). The words of the Lord are a way of life, and 

not single mantra you can cover in a Sunday school class. Like the blood of the Passover lamb, 

they were to write them on their doorposts and gates—personal dwellings and places of 

business (v20). The result of doing so is multiplied days for them and their children in land God 

swore to give their fathers, good days on earth like the ones in heaven (v21). If they keep His 

commands and love Him, He’ll drive the huge and powerful nations in the land (vv22-23). The 

apostle Paul applies the blessings of the fifth commandment to Ephesian kids who honor their 

parents, and then tells fathers not to provoke their children to wrath. Instead, bring them up in 

the training (paideia) and admonition (nouthesia) of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).  

 

Grace for Now 

Whether we’re talking about having homes saturated with grace, loving discipline, thriving 

relationships with our teenagers or anything else, if God were to mark iniquities, who could 

stand? If He is blessing you, it’s nothing but grace. If you are convicted of past or current sins, 

He does not condemn you. Jesus said to the woman just caught in adultery, “Woman, where 

are your accusers? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” “Neither do I 

condemn you; go and sin no more” (Jn. 8:10-11). He meets us right where we are, and not 

where we should have been. He does this to bless us and use us to bless others.  

 

No Neutrality 

The biblical vision for teaching our children is total and natural. It’s total in the sense that it 

includes everything under the sun and applies all the time. Does this mean it’s a sin to not talk 

about God in the car on the way to the grocery store (Dt. 11:19)? No, but it’s a sin to go as if 

He doesn’t exist. He gave you a body that gets hungry, means of transportation to get there, 

money to purchase things, an unprecedented selection to choose from, people to feed, and 

clerks to greet and kindly help you. Leonard Read wrote I, Pencil to demonstrate that no one 

person can make a pencil, which requires wood, graphite (from Sri Lanka), brass (mined zinc 

and copper), and an eraser made from factice, obtained from Indonesian rapeseed oil treated 

with sulfur chloride. It takes millions of people to make a pencil, and millions more to build and 
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supply a grocery store. It takes an infinite God to make you and your children, the death of His 

only-begotten Son to make you grateful for being here. Nothing in the world is neutral, existing 

outside the plan and purpose of God. Abraham Kuyper said, “There is not a square inch in the 

whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not 

cry: 'Mine!’” This is why we can (and must) talk about Him naturally. Yahweh is not instructing 

parents in Israel to be awkwardly religious, quoting His commands at random. He is telling 

them not to forget who they are and where they came from, and live in light of reality. This is 

accomplished by laying up His commands in our hearts and souls, seeing the world and living 

in light of them, and teaching them to our children constantly. Education is not neutral. It might 

be the least neutral thing in the world.  

 

The Deeper Problem 

Right now in King County the public schools are implementing Family Life and Sexual Health 

(FLASH) curriculum into elementary schools which includes information about defining the 

family (“A family is two or more people who love and take care of each other”), gender roles, 

sexual exploitation, HIV and so on. These are the kinds of changes that get Christians worked 

up, but they are not foundational issues. Before any curriculum is chosen or lessons taught, 

government schools are officially agnostic, acting as though the triune God has nothing to do 

with any subject other than a world religions class. Education is the process of transmitting a 

culture’s beliefs, values, assumptions and traditions to the next generation. The fact that 

anyone wants to do this is not neutral either, which is why Christians have always been at the 

forefront of education. You can’t learn God’s word or take dominion over His world without 

knowing how, and just as important, without wanting to. Any method that doesn’t have this 

commitment should not be training the children of believers.  

 

Gospel Paideia 

The fundamental Christian confession is “Jesus is Lord.” In education you are either learning 

that this is true, or that it is false. Parents, and fathers in particular, are required to provide the 

paideia of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). We know there are some circumstances where Christian 

education at home or at a private school is impossible, but new cars, vacations, and plush 

retirement are not some of those circumstances. Why would shaping the future be cheap? 

Christian education is not supposed to be done in a sin-free environment. The goal is to make 

joyful Christian leaders, which means they need to encounter resistance and learn to deal with 

themselves, peers, and teachers they don’t like. But you want those in charge (in loco parentis) 

to agree on the biblical standard. This standard which includes a biblical commitment to 

gracious excellence (Col. 3:23) is a thousand times more important than sports, extracurricular 

activities, and so on. This really is good news because it means our education, the thing that 

prepares us not just to work but to live for the rest of our lives, has God and His wonders at the 

center.   

 

 

 


