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The Christian home is marked by God’s blessings and promises. “If anyone loves 

Me”, Jesus says, “he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 

come to him and make Our home with him” (Jn. 14:23). Our home becomes His 

home, and His rules our rules, His loving correction our loving correction. As Christian 

parents we imitate His way of doing it, delighting in our children the way He does in 

us.  

 

Summary of the Text 

The king instructs his son not to despise the chastening of the Lord, nor detest His 

correction (v11). Children, and everyone else for that matter, have a temptation to 

receive correction as condemnation. Sometimes in our pride we believe we are not in 

need of it, or not in need of it from that person (“Oh mom…”). If you want to be a royal 

heir and ready to rule, you have to put that instinct, and the sin behind it, down. 

Discipline is not a sign of hatred, but of love, the same way a father takes time to 

correct a son in whom he delights (v12). Solomon assumes the Lord’s chastening and 

correction. We need it. He loves us. So He does it. If we want to delight in our 

children, we will have to do the same.  

 

Born to Trouble 

Job’s lousy friend Eliphaz gets this right: “Yet man is born to the trouble, as the sparks 

fly upward.” He is talking about how natural our sins are and the trouble that results. 

We are born to it even when we are small and cute and less capable of doing great 

damage. “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of correction will 

drive it far from him” (Prov. 22:15). “Foolishness” in Proverbs is not silliness or 

innocent naiveté, though it may look that way in a three-year-old. It’s the way of death 

in contrast to the wise way of life (Prov. 9). The way of death—all the anger, pride, 

lust, greed and so on that wreck people’s lives—is bound up nice and tight in the 

heart of a child. The French philosopher Rousseau made popular the idea of the 

noble savage and innocent child, that mankind is fundamentally born innocent and 

good, and only later corrupted by society. Scripture teaches we are born sinful, by 

nature objects of wrath (Eph. 2:3). Children sin against God and others because of 

who they are, just like adults. Are we surprised when we sin, and when new stages of 

life bring new temptations? We should anticipate the challenges our children will face, 

and ask the Lord for wisdom and grace ahead of time. 

 

Formative Discipline 

The goal of biblical discipline is a closer walk with the Lord. It is meant to shape not 

just this incident or the next one, but the entire person. Punishment is a penalty based 

on strict justice: if you steal $100, you owe $120 (Lev. 6:5). Discipline is not 

punishment. It is just, but it is not strict justice; it has the blessing of the offender in 

mind. Parents who correct their child in a cold, disinterested, or annoyed way are 

demonstrating selfishness, that they don’t really care if he is restored the Lord just so 
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long as he pays and will be deterred from doing it again. More is caught than taught, 

so if this is the true attitude, regardless of whatever the parent says, the kid will know 

what really matters. This is why parents count to 10 instead of disciplining biblically: “If 

you’ll just stop it in the next 10 seconds, I won’t have to make any real effort.” The 

Lord requires the one correcting to be spiritual, to love and be self-controlled in the 

act of discipline. “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also 

be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). Formative discipline looks for two outcomes, which must not 

be separated. One is conformity to the standard, and the other is love for the 

standard. This is simply obedience from the heart, which is the biblical definition of 

love. “If you love me, keep My commandments” (Jn. 14:15). “Oh, how I love Your 

law!” (Ps. 119:97).  

 

Blessed Methods 

Some set discipline against faith, whereas it’s actually a demonstration of faith. “Now 

no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward 

it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” 

(Heb. 12:11). The spiritual parent is not motivated in the flesh to discipline, and the 

child is certainly not enjoying it. We do it while trusting God for the harvest like a 

farmer who plows and plants in hard conditions. “Do not withhold correction from a 

child, for if you beat him with a rod, he will not die. You shall beat him with a rod, and 

deliver his soul from hell” (Prov. 23:12-13). The Bible gives us principles, but also 

some methods. Spanking should not injure a child and of course may never be done 

in anger. Physical child abuse is and ought to be a crime. But refusing in principle to 

spank is hatred: “He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him 

disciplines him promptly” (Prov. 13:24). The Lord does not want us to be discouraged 

by His rebuke. His correction is prompt, painful, clear, and brief. We are back in 

fellowship with Him as soon as we are willing (Ps. 32:5). After we confess, He throws 

our sins over the horizon (Ps. 103:12). The goal is restored fellowship and growth in 

wisdom. God gives David a choice for length of consequences for his ungodly 

census: seven years of famine, three months at war, or three days of plague. He 

chooses the three days, good and hard and then finished (2 Sam. 24:13-14). In 

childrearing, most consequences are artificial—we define them. So whatever method 

we employ, it ought to be done with the child’s blessing and joy in mind. Prolonged 

time-outs, isolation, and the like are generally unproductive and unkind.  

 

Labor of Love 

The Father disciplines the one He loves (Prov. 3:12). Discipline is the way of change, 

growth, and blessing, and this gives meaning to our pain. Jesus prunes every branch 

that bears fruit, and as a result, it bears more fruit (Jn. 15:2). Discipline is not “getting 

to trouble”; it’s getting out of it. The author of Hebrews says if we endure it this way, 

we show ourselves to be true children since the Lord doesn’t do this for those who are 
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not His (Heb. 12:7-8).  

 

 


