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The gospel is good news to more than just individuals: “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all 

who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:39). This sermon series explores the way the 

grace of Jesus Christ transforms the Christian home into a place of abundant forgiveness, contagious joy, and 

lasting hope. God’s promise to Abraham is to bless all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:3). His grace comes to 

our homes. 

 

Summary of the Text 

The point most often taken from the Parable of the Prodigal Son is the unrelenting forgiveness of the father (Lk. 

15:11-32). Even though his younger son took his inheritance, ditched the family, and squandered everything on 

parties and prostitutes, the father throws a huge celebration upon his return (vv23-24). The older son becomes 

angry and complains that though he has been hardworking and obedient for years, his father never gave him 

even a young goat to make merry with his friends (v29). Although entirely false, he really believes this. His 

father sets the record straight: “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. It 

was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost 

and is found’” (vv31-32).   

 

Against the Father 

This parable reveals not just how the father responds to the prodigal’s return, but what he has always been like. 

The younger son is lured away by the pleasures of this world. When they run dry, he remembers the kindness 

of his father and comes home. Though the older son doesn’t leave, he never actually appreciates the kindness 

that surrounds him. He never thanks his father and completely misconstrues his character. That fact is that he 

could have thrown a party at any time. This is the third story, following the parables of the Lost Sheep and the 

Lost Coin, Jesus tells in response to the Pharisees and scribes complaining about him eating with tax collectors 

and sinners (15:1-3). The religious leaders are the older brother—careful tithers with no need to be baptized for 

repentance, but offended by those who do (Lk. 7:29-30). They never leave Yahweh’s house, and yet they never 

really know or love Him. They pay lip service, pray, teach and argue, but they don’t bear fruit and will eventually 

hear, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness” (Matt. 7:23). The tax collectors and 

sinners are the younger brother, abusing God’s grace openly until they finally come to their senses. In the first 

part of the story, both brothers believe that life in their father’s house is lame. The older brother embraces his 

caricature of the father, and the younger brother flees from it.  

 

The Real Father 

But what is God the Father almighty actually like? The younger son wanted to “party” in the sense of getting 

drunk, being sexually immoral, and spending himself into the gutter. He couldn’t do that at home because he 

had a father and not daddy Disneyland. The older brother wants to feel superior, sulk, and accuse, and this 

eventually causes him to stay out as well (v28). The father confronts him and throws such a great party that 

unless he changes his attitude he won’t want to go inside. If the father ran his house like his rebellious younger 

son, he would have an animal house. And if he lived like his older son, he’d have a fastidious, self-righteous 

home with no celebration. God’s house is neither a frat house nor a study hall. Last week we saw in Psalm 32 

that the forgiven sinner shouts for joy (Ps. 32:11). Whether we have been running away after the lusts of the 

flesh, or really satisfied in ourselves in the pride of life, when we come to the Father we are greeted by His 

celebration with music and dancing: “I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
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sinner who repents” (Lk. 15:10). Why does Jesus say “in the presence of the angels”? Because it’s the Lord 

rejoicing in heaven and everyone there knows it. God doesn’t put us in the kennel until we prove ourselves. We 

have His boundless grace: “All that I have is yours.” If we don’t see the Lord this way and live in light of it, then 

we believe, and at some level are telling, lies about Him. God gave Adam and Eve a paradise inside the Garden 

of Eden and a beautiful world outside to discover and transform. He told them to eat from every tree except for 

one, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:16-17). This is a garden of yes with a singular no. Is this 

what your house is like? Can the kids throw a party with your stuff? Is this how you think of God’s world? We 

should imitate the Lord’s grace and boundaries. We have to make adjustments for the fall and the stage of 

parenting, but keep it simple. Paul says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). 

When they are little it might be: 1) No fussing; 2) Tell the truth; 3) Obey right away. When they are older, 

perhaps: 1) Don’t crash the car. However you summarize and apply the law of God, make it simple and 

saturated by kindness and blessings.   

 

Blessing & Promise 

God plans to bless mankind even before He creates them, and then He explicitly blesses (Gen. 1:26-27). After 

Adam and Eve rebel against Him, He promises to bless again even as He describes the consequences: “And I 

will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). Similarly, the prodigal’s father is eager to bless his son—he meets 

him coming down the road. God delights in our children, and therefore so do we. This is far different than a 

parent who lives vicariously through their children, competing with others or serving some prideful purpose. 

Some parents compete against their kids, and other compete with other people through their kids. We are to 

bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). We can only give what we have, which it 

turns out is every treasure of wisdom and knowledge in Christ. We are to believe, receive, and then give these 

blessings and promises to our children, especially when they sin. The discipline that falls on Adam and Eve falls 

most of all on God Himself. He takes the thorns, the sweat, and ultimately the death. Weeds grow in a garden 

and sin happens in the Father’s house, which is met with grace. Grace serves, sacrifices, suffers, corrects and 

blesses. We are the Lord’s instruments of grace. When we are at home in Him, this transforms our home into 

one which no one wants to leave, at least not until it is time.   

 

 


