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The scourge of abortion is unpleasant at best to talk about it, but we have to. The Bible 

speaks directly to the issue of abortion in the Sixth Commandment (Ex. 20:13) and in the 

Book of the Covenant (Ex. 21:22-25). All people bear God’s image and therefore have the 

right to life. Only by degrading some people—concluding they are less worthy of life than 

others—can abortion be justified, as it is in our nation where over 2300 people are surgically 

aborted per day, more than 862,000 in 2017, more than 50,000,000 since Roe v. Wade in 

1973. Jesus Christ honors human life, especially the weak and vulnerable. They are special 

opportunities to reveal the works of God, and so must be protected.   

 

Summary of the Text 

Jesus just came from a confrontation in the temple where he was accused of being a 

Samaritan and a demoniac (Jn. 8:48-49). His final answer about His identity to his accusers 

was “before Abraham was, I AM”, quoting Yahweh who revealed Himself to Moses (Jn. 8:58; 

Ex. 3:14). The Pharisees try to stone Him for this blasphemy, but Jesus leaves and comes 

upon this man who was born blind. His disciples want to know if he or his parents sinned for 

this to be the case (8:59-9:2). Note the assumption. Jesus answers neither sinned, but so 

that in him the works of God would be revealed (v3). He spits on the ground and makes clay, 

hearkening back to God creating Adam from dust, anoints the man’s eyes, and instructs him 

to wash in the pool of Siloam. He does so and comes back seeing (v7). A few neighbors take 

some convincing that it’s really him, but once they realize it is, he testifies to how Jesus 

healed him (vv8-11). But no one knows where Jesus is, so they bring him to the Pharisees 

who are pushing against the idea that Jesus is the Messiah, and so they end up 

excommunicating the healed man (v34).  

 

Born this Way 

Why are people born disabled or disadvantaged? We might better ask why are we 

sometimes conceived with these challenges? The answer is the same—so that we may see 

God’s handiwork—but it’s essential to know that the baby has been developing for nine 

months. At just three weeks after conception a baby’s heart beats with his or her own blood. 

We detect brainwave activity at five weeks, see fingers at six, detect gender at nine, and all 

organs are present by ten weeks. This is human life. The age of viability, when a baby can 

usually survive outside the womb, gets younger as technology improves and is now at about 

24 weeks. Some birth defects happen through the birthing process, but many others happen 

before that. What are we to think of them? It’s a relevant question because it directly relates 

to how we value people. Does everyone bear God’s image and therefore have inalienable 

rights? Margaret Sanger, founder of the American Birth Control League in 1921, which 

became Planned Parenthood, was a eugenicist who believed abortion and birth control 

“assist the race toward the elimination of the unfit." In her book Woman and the New Race, 

she says, “No matter how much they desire children, no man an woman have a right to bring 

into the world those who are to suffer from mental or physical affliction. It condemns the child 

to a life of misery and places upon the community the burden of caring for it, probably for its 

defective descendants for many generations.” It’s true that Sanger was social Darwinist and 

“scientific” racist, but her philosophy against minorities was really due to her belief that they 
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were genetically inferior. Thus whites with inferior genes or defects were also to be 

discouraged or prevented from having children.    

 

The Reasons for Abortion Today 

Many will object that nowhere is Planned Parenthood or pro-choice advocates maintaining 

eugenic or racist positions for abortion today. It’s true they don’t openly do so, but look at 

their actions. Blacks are 13% of the population but account for 36% of abortions, and black 

women have the highest abortion rate at 27.1 per 1000 compared to 10 per 1000 for white 

women. There’s a prenatal screening test to determine if a baby has Down Syndrome. CBS 

tweeted in August of 2017: “Iceland is on pace to virtually eliminate Down syndrome through 

abortion”, failing to distinguish between healing versus killing. About 85% of pregnant women 

take that test in Iceland and nearly 100% abort when they find out, which was the cause for 

CBS’s story. People responded to CBS with a flood of rebuke and condemnation, which is 

exactly what you’d expect if you know someone with Down Syndrome—some of the happiest 

and most wonderful people on the earth. Of course, what someone is like has absolutely no 

bearing on whether they get to live. It’s horrifying to see the reasons for abortions (from 

abort73.com):  

 

The timing is wrong for having a child: 25%  

Can't afford a baby: 23%  

Don't want any more kids: 19%  

Too immature to raise a child: 7%  

Maternal Health Concerns: 4%  

Possible Fetal Health Problems: 3%  

Was a victim of rape <0.5%  

 

Planned Parenthood acknowledges that 93% of all abortions are performed on healthy 

mothers with healthy babies. Less than 1% are performed because of rape or incest. 

Abortion happens because human life is not valued.  

 

Blindness & Sight 

Human life is devalued for different reasons in different eras: religion, political party, race, 

gender, ability, inconvenience. The Pharisees’ power is threatened and so they say to the 

healed man, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” (v34). They are 

blind to the things of God and therefore can’t see the man with new eyes right in front of 

them. The gospel changes everything—it convicts us of sin, including the sin of killing our 

children. Jesus died for this sin, and enable us to fight for life: “And Jesus said, “For judgment 

I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may 

be made blind” (Jn. 7:39). It’s not just those who are healed of their disabilities and 

weaknesses who reveal the work of God, but those who are faithful in the midst of them.  

 


