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Epiphany is the celebration of Jesus Christ appearing to the Gentiles. While His earthly 

ministry focused on the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 15:24), this prepared His 

greater mission to the nations. The wise men were the first Gentiles we know of to see 

Jesus’ face, falling down to worship Him (Matt. 2:11). Ever since that time the glory of God 

has been shining through the face of Jesus as we behold Him by faith. One day we will see 

Him face to face. 

 

Summary of the Text 

Paul’s ministry was attacked and undermined in Corinth. He will defend himself and Christ’s 

ministry shortly (2 Cor. 11:12ff), but first he describes the gospel and the way he proclaims 

it. He has received God’s mercy and therefore does not lose hope (v1). He repudiates 

covert, shameful actions and refuses to be clever with or to distort the word of God. Instead 

he openly proclaims it and relies on that to speak to everyone’s conscience in the sight of 

God (v2). If people can’t see the gospel, it means they’re blinded by the god of the age, 

unable to glimpse the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God 

(vv3-4). He does preach himself or the ministry team, but Christ and those who serve for 

Christ’s sake (v5). The result of Jesus’ death is part of the message. Just as God created 

light on the first day (Gen. 1:3), so He shines out from the hearts of His disciples to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (v6). As bright as 

Christ’s glory is, it shines from clay pots to display the power in God alone (v7). Believers 

suffer in every way without being crushed, and are confused without despair; are 

persecuted and yet not abandoned; smacked but still intact (vv8-9). Paul does not contrast 

the body and soul in this endeavor, but says by always carrying the death of Jesus in the 

body, His life is brought to light (v10). This is a way of living, giving our lives unto death for 

Jesus’ sake, which causes His life to be seen in mortal flesh (v11). Death works in Paul, 

resulting in life in the Corinthians (v12).  

 

Glory in the Face of Christ 

God’s glory shone in the first light of creation and in the Spirit who hovered over the waters. 

He made a covenant with Abraham and passed through the sacrifices in a smoking oven 

and burning torch. He blazed on the top of Mount Sinai and led Israel in the pillar of cloud 

and fire through the wilderness. He hid Moses in the rock as His glory passed by. He filled 

the tabernacle with His glory and later the temple. All of these events were wonderful and 

glorious, but not until the Word of God took on flesh did we see God unveiled: “For in Him 

dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). The magi came and saw: “And 

when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and 

fell down and worshiped Him” (Matt. 2:11). While we may speculate on what they thought 

they were looking at, we know what in fact was there: “And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14). In an ironic way, Jesus’ glory shines at His humble birth. It’s a 

mark of greatness when a president cares for the poor and vulnerable. How much more 

when the King of kings becomes poor and vulnerable? Everything Jesus says and does 

shines the beauty, truth, goodness, power, holiness, excellence, and ultimately ineffable 
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glory of God. Jesus honors His parents while sticking to His mission given by His Father 

(Lk. 2:41-52). He rejects the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (Matt. 

4:1-11). He calls tax collectors (state collaborators) and zealots (anti-statists) to repent and 

be His disciples. He condemns self-righteous religious people and cleanses sexually 

immoral sinners (Lk. 7:36-50). He commands the winds and the waves, and they obey Him 

(Matt. 8:24-27). He turns water into wine, summons many to feast with Him from east and 

west, and gets accused of being a drunk and friend of losers (Jn. 2:9-10; Matt. 8:11; Lk. 

7:34-35). Jesus condemns hypocrites and false teachers; He weeps over the destruction 

coming to His city and His people (Matt. 23; Lk. 19:41-44). His glory is seen in unparalleled 

radiance when He hangs on the cross, naked and bloody. He tells the Father to glorify His 

name, and says “I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” (Jn. 

12:32). In death, He doesn’t curse or weep in despair, but takes care of His mother, prays 

for those murdering Him, and entrusts Himself to the Father. He rises from death in power 

with a glorified body. Have you seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus?  

 

Where to Look 

The good news of Jesus is proclaimed (2 Cor. 4:5). The Holy Spirit inspired this 

proclamation and the record given to us in Scripture: “for prophecy never came by the will 

of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21). 

Jesus sends His Spirit who shines in our hearts to see God’s glory in the face of Christ. 

This all happens in reading, preaching, and hearing the Bible, received by faith. The blind 

can’t see because they don’t trust Him (v4). Many with faith believe what they see but they 

don’t look hard or long enough. Seeing the glory of God in face of Jesus Christ is not a 

mystical event, but a simple, habitual, and delightful discipline. Jesus showed us how to do 

this as well. Read one of gospels in one sitting this month, in less than an hour. See Him in 

His word and in His world all around you.  

 

Death by Glory 

Humanity fell by pride, the same way Satan did. God is kind giving true glory to us in these 

mortal bodies, making it obvious we aren’t the source (v7). Paul was given a particular 

thorn in the flesh to humble him, but all believers are squeezed, confused, attacked, and 

knocked down (v9). So much of the “selfcare” fad so popular right now would eliminate all 

of this. But those who love God and His glory will carry the death of Jesus with them, and 

all the consequences that come with it, so that His life will be seen in us. How are we 

“delivered to death for Jesus’ sake” (v11)? Paul can’t be talking about death sentences 

from governments because he says “always”. It’s death to sin. We die to what the flesh 

wants and what the world expects. We die to fear, remembering and trusting our 

courageous Lord. By caring ultimately about Christ and His glory, life abounds. We are 

resurrected, and God shines His glory so that others see and receive it. This applies 

everywhere: in friendships, marriage, parenting, the church, your job, city, and nation. 

Behold the glory of God in the face of Christ and see it flourish in your life this year.  

 


