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The Lord wants Israel to build the tabernacle so He can dwell in their midst. Even in Eden 

before the fall, Adam and Eve would leave the garden, go into the world to get dominion over 

it, and then come back into His presence. Sin entered the world, complicating everything, but 

through His Son, the Father brings us back into His house. The tabernacle—this verbal 

description given to us through Moses—explains what life is like in God’s house.   

 

Overview of the Text 

The great artist Bezalel makes the ark of acacia wood about 45” long, 27” wide, and 27” tall 

(v1). It’s covered with pure gold and has rings of gold on the corners with poles for transport 

(vv2-5). The mercy seat and cherubim are made of one piece of gold, their wings covering 

the seat, facing in to see the ark and guard it (vv6-9). The acacia wood table is 36” long, 18” 

wide, 27” tall, covered in gold with four rings and molding all around (vv10-13). It has utensils 

and vessels for bread, wine and strong drink (v16; cf. Num. 28:7). The lampstand (menorah) 

with its bowls, knobs, and flowers is made of one piece of gold, a talent weighing around 75 

pounds (vv17, 24). It has six branches, three on each side plus the central trunk, with bowls 

like almond blossoms that hold the lamps that light up the holy place (vv18-23). The altar of 

incense is made of gold-covered acacia wood, 18” long by 18” wide by 36” tall (v25). It has 

four horns, two rings, and two poles (vv26-28). Bezalel also makes the holy anointing oil and 

pure incense (v29). 

 

The Throne 

The ark is the most important piece of furniture in the tabernacle, the throne of God. He is 

present with His people: “O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the 

cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven 

and earth” (Is. 37:16). Adam and Eve were banished from the garden of Eden, but Yahweh 

has come back into the midst of Israel. God dwells there, but unlike the others gods, there is 

no image of Him on the throne. When the ark is placed in the same room as the image of the 

Philistine god Dagon, the Lord knocks His head off the first morning, and his heads and 

hands the second morning (1 Sam. 5:1-5). The Lord can’t be seen, fashioned, or controlled. 

He is present, and He is not passive. He is ruling and reigning and calling all people to 

Himself. The cherubim look down at the ark where the law is kept as well as Aaron’s rod that 

budded. This is where we worship: “Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool—He 

is holy” (Ps. 99:5). Jesus ascended past the cherubim and is seated at God’s right hand, 

“from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool” (Heb. 10:13; cf. Rev. 5:6). We 

are like the ark, assembled in front of God’s throne with His word and fruitful Spirit dwelling in 

our hearts. God is near us and for us.  

 

The Table 

The holy place has the table for the showbread, which has both bread and wine, with vessels 

to serve. We are like vessels in God’s house, and called to be cleansed: “Therefore if anyone 

cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the 

Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Tim. 2:21). Every Sabbath the priests take twelve 

new loaves and eat in the holy place (Lev. 24:5-9). God provides for His people bread and 
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wine, and we are renewed bread and wine, “the bread of presence before Me always” (Ex. 

25:30). By partaking of the bread, the priests were identified with sacramental food. This is 

familiar to us: “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 

Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? For we, 

though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread” (1 

Cor.10:16-17). God “tastes” His people, and invites us to “Taste and see that the Lord is 

good” (Ps. 34:8). The priests did not drink the wine in the tabernacle, but we are of full age in 

the new covenant and priests in Christ who gladdens our hearts with wine. 

 

The Lampstand 

The lampstand lights everything up. The prophet Jeremiah teaches us about it: “Moreover the 

word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Jeremiah, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see a 

branch of an almond tree (shaqed).’ Then the Lord said to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am 

ready (“watching”, shoqed) to perform My word’” (Jer. 1:11-12). The word for “almond tree” 

sounds like “watching”, and symbolically the tree is not just giving light but look at Israel. God 

watches over Israel. Aaron’s rod is an almond tree because he watches over Israel. Pastors 

in the New Testament are called episkopos, overseers who are called to see what’s going in 

on the church and take actions to guard, serve, and lead. Jesus is the great light: “I am the 

light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (Jn. 

8:12). When we follow Jesus, we walk in His light, and our sins are cleansed: “But if we walk 

in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:7). This is the light that the world sees—a 

forgiven and faithful people, free from all fear.  

 

The Altar of Incense 

“Let my prayer be set before You as incense,” David prays, “the lifting up of my hands as the 

evening sacrifice” (Ps. 141:2). Incense are the prayers of the saints (Rev. 5:8). When Aaron 

tends the lamps every morning and evening, he burns incense on the altar of incense, “a 

perpetual incense before Yahweh throughout your generations” (30:8). God instructs us pray 

without ceasing because He loves us and wants to use us in His kingdom: “Rejoice always, 

pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). Many animals were slaughtered at the tabernacle, so God provides 

a sweet-smelling aroma to cover it. He deals with sin and uses the prayers of His people to 

assure their hearts of His grace.  

 

Conclusion 

Life in God’s house is beautiful, good, and true, full of pleasures forevermore. He is present, 

high and lifted up, calling us through Christ to His throne of grace. He sets a table for us and 

with us. He lights everything in splendor with pure oil, and fills the house with the aroma of 

His grace and mercy. He hears our prayers and sends us out with all of these blessings to do 

His will on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

 


