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Work begins on the tabernacle, and we hear about the details: the number, colors, and size 

of curtains; loops and clasps; boards and bars; the veil and pillars. These are not fly-over 

verses, but rich particulars that teach us about God and His dwelling among us. The 

tabernacle foreshadows the incarnation of Jesus in whom dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily.  

 

Overview of the Text 

Now that abundant materials have been gathered, the artisans begin construction. They 

make the tabernacle of ten curtains of fine linen with blue, purple and scarlet thread, with 

designs of cherubim (v8). Each curtain is about forty-two feet long and six feet wide, 

connected in sets of five (vv9-10). They have loops and gold clasps that keep everything 

connected (v11-13). He, that is, Bezalel, made eleven curtains of goat hair to go over it and 

keep the weather off, forty-five feet long and six feet wide. These have fifty loops on the 

sides, and fifty bronze clasps connect them to make one tabernacle (vv14-18). A covering of 

ram skins died red go over that, and dolphin skins on top of that (v19). If these are symbolic 

(as well as practical) layers, then the priests are represented by goats, the people by rams, 

and the gentiles by dolphins, all gathered around God and His angels. Bezalel makes boards 

of acacia wood, fifteen feet high and two and a quarter feet wide, for both north and south, 

with sockets of silver (vv20-26). He makes six boards for the west, two the corners, and bars 

of acacia wood to connect the boards through golden rings (vv27-34). The blue, purple and 

scarlet veil in front of the most holy place has cherubim on it and hangs from four golden 

pillars in silver sockets (vv35-36). He also made a screen for the front of the tabernacle with 

five pillars in bronze sockets (vv37-38).  

 

Precise Obedience 

This section is a similar, sometimes verbatim, version of the instructions given in chapter 

twenty-six. We’re told that the exact instructions given by the Lord were carried out precisely. 

Moses “was faithful in all His house” (Heb. 3:2), building what God wanted the way He 

wanted it. We ought to mark carefully what God commands, and then do it. Some people are 

tedious and fussy, lacking proportion and doing small things while ignoring big ones (Matt. 

23:23). Almost all sinful conflict is this way; someone makes a mountain out of a molehill, or a 

mountain range out of a foothill. We’re not to mostly pay attention to what others do or don’t 

do, but first and foremost what we ought to do. Moses, Bezalel, Aholiab, and the artisans 

build this beautiful garden-tent that testifies to God’s goodness and kindness in form and 

content. As individuals, we are to “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 

wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16). The word circumspectly 

is used to describe the way Herod commanded the wise men to search for the Christ child 

(Matt. 2:8), Luke’s rigorous historical method (Lk. 1:3), and Apollos’ accurate teaching (Acts 

18:25). We are to love God with all of our heart, soul, and mind, and then in strength. This not 

a requirement for perfection. The artisans sinned while building the tabernacle, which was the 

reason for it—our need of salvation. But they were blameless, walking in the light, heeding 

the word, confessing and forsaking sin. This is how you build your life, your family, your 

church, your city (1 Cor. 3:12-17).  
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The Unity of the Spirit 

Bezalel is the superintendent spoken of in the third person. All the gifted artisans collaborate, 

but “he” made, did, coupled, overlaid, some twenty-nine times in the active voice. Bezalel is 

filled with the Spirit and with his team he makes many pieces into one tabernacle (v13). The 

instructions are followed closely and the result is a unified whole. The tabernacle is God’s 

house, and because man is made in His image, it’s also our house. The fifteen-foot walls are 

covered with cherubim that not only surround and guard the throne of God, but also the 

worshipper. Cherubim guarded the way back into Eden (Gen. 3:24), but inside the tent they 

keep mankind near the Lord. So the builders the worshipers are unified with God the angels, 

and with one another. This spiritual unity includes moral, emotional, and practical 

fellowship—holiness, love, and service. We have the same calling today: “I, therefore, the 

prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,  

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:1-3). We don’t create 

unity, but receive and maintain it as God calls us to worship in the beauty of holiness. Our 

unity is not in budgets, buildings, or bishops, but in the Spirit. Over time the church matures 

into the unity of the faith—in like-mindedness and wisdom: “till we all come to the unity of the 

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature 

of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13).  

 

A Better Building 

The cherubim on the walls reflect the fact that in the old covenant, mankind was ruled by 

angels (Heb. 2:2, 5-8). In the new covenant, we have ascended above every principality and 

power in Christ. He is our Bezalel building a better tabernacle, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

without any sin. He “has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He 

who built the house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, 

but He who built all things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a 

servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son 

over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of 

the hope firm to the end.” (Heb. 3:3-6). The building is all about Jesus, which is why He said, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (Jn. 2:19). Solomon built a greater 

building than Moses, but Jesus was at work in them and after them to do the greatest thing of 

all—to build the church. He took on flesh and tabernacled among us (Jn. 1:1, 14) so we 

would experience the full presence of the Triune God. We meet Him in the church: in word, 

sacrament, fellowship and prayer. As we worship and build, or rather are built, together, God 

is preparing us for greater things: “Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much 

more, things that pertain to this life?” (1 Cor. 6:3).  

  

 


