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The children of Israel have been totally forgiven and empowered by God. Even as they are 

overwhelmed by His glory shining on the face of Moses, they come with willing and wise hearts 

to build the tabernacle. What the Lord has planned is now completed by His restored people.  

 

Overview of the Text 

Moses gathers the congregation to deliver God’s command to work for six days and rest on the 

seventh. Whoever works on the Sabbath would be put to death, and no fire is to be kindled or 

intensified on that day (vv1-3). Whoever is willing will give gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple, 

scarlet, and fine linen; goat, ram, dolphin skins and acacia wood; oil and spices; and onyx and 

other stones for the ephod and breastplate (vv5-9). All the wise-hearted are invited to build the 

tabernacle, its furniture, and the priestly garments (vv10-19). The people hear, go home, and 

come back, both men and women, with the materials given as a freewill offering to Yahweh 

(vv20-29). All the women with “lifted up hearts” spin yarn to meet the need (vv25-26). The Lord 

calls and fills Bezalel with His Spirit with wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and craftsmanship 

to design and build (vv30-33). He also put in his and Aholiab’s hearts to teach others to do the 

work for the sanctuary (vv34-36:1). Every morning the people bring their freewill offerings, so 

much that the craftsmen tell Moses it’s too much, so he calls it off (vv2-7).  

 

Dousing Strange Fire 

In the last section, the command was first to put away idols, then keep the feasts (34:10-28). 

There’s a similar pattern here as Yahweh tells Israel to keep the Sabbath (again) and then to 

bring offerings. Wisdom lovingly repeated leads to constructive habits, and “evil company 

corrupts good habits” (1 Cor. 15:33). Notice how clean the slate is—Israel has been completely 

forgiven and is exhorted to shake off the spiritual and physical slave mentality by working for six 

days and resting on the seventh, even and especially as they build the tabernacle. Fire may not 

be kindled or intensified so as to be used in a sacred way on the Sabbath. Fire was sacred in 

the ancient world, indicating the presence of a deity. God’s presence in the tabernacle is 

identified with the burning lampstand: “And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down 

in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he could not see, and before the 

lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was, that the Lord 

called Samuel” (1 Sam. 3:2-4). For over a thousand years (circa 700 BC – 394 AD) the Vestal 

Virgins in Rome kept the sacred fire burning in order to serve Vesta and protect the city. In 

Mesopotamia, pagans would honor their gods by lighting a fire on the seventh day. God calls 

His people to do the opposite, both to distinguish true worship and to bless them with rest. No 

worship at the hearth was allowed to distract or compete with corporate worship of God’s 

people. No work would distract from worship, rest, and fellowship with God and His people. 

Purge everything at home that competes with your affection for God and desire to worship Him.  

 

Willing Hearts 

The Lord invites all who are of a willing heart to offer materials for the tabernacle (v5). The 

tabernacle is not funded from the tithe, but by “lifted-up” things (terumah), offerings which are 

raised for this specific purpose. Maintenance for the tabernacle are funded by the tithe, but the 

building program is strictly from freewill offerings. It’s obvious that people have different things to 
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bring—not everyone has spare dolphin skins in their tents. But there’s no tax, pledge cards, 

consultants, thermometer on the wall tracking gifts, plaques promised for the walls of the 

tabernacle with names of givers, or any pressure to give. Income inequality doesn’t cause envy, 

resentment, or entitlement in Israel. The people go home and those with raised hearts and 

willing spirits bring an offering for the tabernacle, its service, and the holy garments (v21). Dyes 

were expensive and labor intensive, and all the gifted women got spinning the yarn, linen and 

goats’ hair (vv25-26). Believers have always been open-handed with their stuff. In the second 

century Epistle to Diognetus, Christians are said to “marry, as do all; they beget children; but 

they do not destroy their offspring. They have a common table, but not a common bed.” Why 

are God’s people so willing to give? Because God gave Himself to them. When you have so 

much of what is completely undeserved, you don’t complain about what the Lord gives to other 

undeserving sinners. What they have actually makes you rejoice, and you are happy to help 

others however you can. We are stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us. 

 

An Embarrassment of Riches 

It’s not just stuff that makes a tabernacle, but wisdom and dedication to build something 

beautiful from the raw materials. We knew Bezalel and Aholiab are filled with God’s Spirit, but 

the Lord also equipped them to teach others (v34). This requires fellowship, humility, patience, 

investment, and collaboration—and these are artists. They all came to work (36:2). The church 

is not just funded by the saints, it is built by the Holy Spirit with all the saints: “Having then gifts 

differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy 

in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 

he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he 

who shows mercy, with cheerfulness” (Rom. 12:6-8). How do you know what is needed? You 

have to get to know people. You have to think about God’s kingdom how our body can further it. 

The gifts just keep coming every morning, so much that they have to call it off (vv3-6). It’s an 

embarrassment of riches. Not the material stuff, though that is impressive, but the people who 

God has redeemed. They will not just build a tent but a kingdom that will look for the King to 

come.  

 

 

 


