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We are made in the image of God and created to grow into His likeness more and more. This 

happens as we behold His glory. Yahweh will go with Israel into the land, so He instructs them 

to get rid of idols, hear His word, and see His light.  

 

Overview of the Text 

The Lord makes a new covenant with Israel to do an awesome thing—to drive the nations out of 

the land (v10-11). Israel must be careful not to covenant with the inhabitants of the land, which 

would ensnare them, and this requires destroying their altars, breaking their pillars, and cutting 

down their wooden images (vv12-13). God is jealous—His name is Jealous—and therefore they 

must not worship other gods (v14; cf. 20:5). Failing to destroy idols will lead to covenanting with 

the inhabitants of the land, eating their defiled religious sacrifices, and allowing sons to 

intermarry with Canaanites and then go whoring after their gods (vv15-16). Moses delivers a list 

of commands for faithfulness in this new covenant. No molded gods (v17). Keep the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread (v18). Give the firstborn of clean animals to God, redeem or kill the unclean 

ones, and no one should come to God empty-handed (vv19-20). They are to rest on the 

Sabbath, even during plowing and harvest, and observe the Feasts: Weeks (Pentecost) at 

firstfruits, and Ingathering (Booths) at the year’s end (vv21-22). At least the men must represent 

their families at the sanctuary during these three festivals, and the Lord would protect their 

homes and businesses (vv23-24). No blood is to be offered with leaven, nor the Passover 

sacrifice kept until morning (v25). They must tithe and not boil a kid in its mother’s milk, not take 

the means of life and use it as an instrument of death (v26). Yahweh tells Moses to write these 

words because literally upon the mouth of these words He has made a covenant with Israel 

(v27). Moses doesn’t eat or drink for 40 days and nights, and then God writes the Ten Words on 

the tablets (v28). Moses comes down the mountain with the tablets, unaware that his face is 

shining, and calls Aaron and the rulers of the congregation who are afraid (vv29-31). After 

delivering the commands, Moses puts a veil over his face, which he then removes when 

speaking with the Lord (vv32-34). The children of Israel are continually afraid of this glory, and 

so Moses puts the veil back on.  

 

No Neutrality  

The list of commands corresponds to the first four of the Ten Commandments, known as the 

first table of the law. These pertain to how we are to love God. Verses 13-16 explain and 

expand the First Commandment: You shall have no other gods before Me. The attraction to 

false worship was so strong that the Lord requires idol-demolition in the land. They couldn’t 

rename the statues and keep them around, or give them some kind of second-rate devotion. 

God gladly states it is because He is jealous—you can call Him Jealous (v14). We almost 

universally think of jealously as a sin, but it isn’t necessarily. Jealousy is an appropriate reaction 

to inappropriate affection. A husband or wife who is not jealous for the other disregards the 

vows they took. You can’t “just” flirt with someone you aren’t married to without compromising 

and threatening your commitment. God loves Israel and doesn’t want her to whore after other 

gods (v15). God’s makes a slippery slope argument: idols left undestroyed will lead to 

covenants with pagans which leads to accepted invitations to participate in sacrificial meals 

which leads to kids intermarrying with unbelievers and worshiping their gods (vv13-16). This is 
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the “snare” (v12). The slippery slope fallacy occurs where the consequent of something is far-

fetched and disconnected from the antecedent: smoking cigarettes leads to smoking crack, or 

playing football will make someone physically abusive to others. But it’s not a fallacy when there 

really is a connection between the first step and the last. Minimize the danger of idols, and the 

apostasy of the next generation is on the horizon. The false gods in Canaan are appealing, so 

God tells Israel to get rid of them completely. Paul tells the Corinthians that idols are nothing, 

and meat offered to idols, outside the acts of worship, is fine to eat, so long as they are careful 

about the conscience of the weaker brother (1 Cor. 8:4, 7-13). God is jealous, and He wants to 

give His people the abundant life that only He can give. There’s no half covenant with Him and 

half with Ashtoreth, no spiritual bigamy. Through practice we must have our minds exercised to 

discern between good and evil (Heb. 5:14). We should apply the word to our idolatrous 

temptations, our molded gods (v17). 

 

True Worship 

The Third Commandment forbids bearing God’s name in vain. You can’t wear Him emptily, 

having your identification as a Christian mean nothing about how you live. Passover, the 

dedication of firstborn animals, and the Lord’s right to the firstborn are foundational identity-

markers for Israel that they belong to God. These rites demonstrate everything is received from 

the Lord, and so the worshiper must come ready to give (v20). The final comments are on the 

Fourth Commandment. The Sabbath is the weekly confession that Yahweh is Lord, which is 

especially important to say when it costs—when time for plowing and harvesting is limited (v21; 

cf. Lk. 14:5). The pilgrim festivals made Israel trust in God to protect them from potential 

invaders (vv23-24). They would bring the firstfruits to the sanctuary for a huge celebration, and 

remember that all these gifts of covenant life ought never to become legalistic religious rules to 

make the young goats miserable (v26). As soon as the idols are cleared, God marks and invites 

everyone to a year full of rests, feasts, parties, celebrations and gifts. Unleavened Bread, 

Weeks, and Ingathering shaped the minds of God’s people, and He wants them to be sure, with 

all of these opportunities, not to ruin the holydays with bad attitudes.   

 

Reflected Glory 

Glory can be defined as honor, renown, or fame, and often has connotations of beauty and 

magnificence—a glorious sunset. Glory speaks of brightness and light, and in Hebrew, it means 

heavy, like gold. Moses sees God’s glory, and as a result of being in His presence and speaking 

with Him, his face shines though he is completely unaware of it (v29). Paul refers to this 

passage in, saying Christians are “unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children 

of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was made ineffective” (2 Cor. 3:13). The 

phrase “was made ineffective” is usually mistranslated as “was passing away”. The problem 

was not that the glory of God was fading, but that Israel was afraid to look at it. “Nevertheless 

when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away…But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as 

in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 

just as by the Spirit of the Lord” (vv16, 18). We look to directly to Christ in His word, and we are 

transformed. The best part is that we don’t even know it. We shine with His glory and are left 

free of pride and self-satisfaction, blessed to know His know Him and His pleasure.   
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