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How does a Christian grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18)? 

What does a thriving devotional life look like? Every morning and evening on the altar 

in the courtyard the priests offer an ascension offering. In and through this ritual God 

meets with the children of Israel, consecrates the priests, and pours out His 

redeeming love.  

  

Overview of the Text 

A one-year-old lamb in the morning and another in the evening are offered on the 

altar continually (vv38-39). A tenth of an ephah (about two quarts) of fine flour mixed 

with one fourth of a hin (about one quart) of oil, and a quarter hin of wine for a libation 

are offered with the animal in the morning (v40). Similarly, in the evening a lamb is 

offered with grain and wine, a food offering transformed by fire into a sweet aroma for 

the Lord (v41). This is done at the door of the tabernacle of meeting where Yahweh 

meets and speaks with them (v42). It’s His glory that sanctifies the children of Israel, 

the tabernacle, the altar, and Aaron and his sons (vv43-44). He will dwell with them 

and be their God, and thus they will know He is Yahweh their God who brought them 

up out of Egypt (v46). The knowledge of God is an integral part of His presence and 

what it means to be His: “that I may dwell among them. I am the Lord their God” 

(v46).  

 

Waking & Sleeping 

The one-year-old lambs of the daily offering remind Israel of Passover when the same 

animal was offered at twilight (Ex. 12:5-6). God sees the blood in the morning and the 

evening, their trust in the blood of the Lamb, and He passes over. This is an 

ascension offering (olah) where the animal representing the worshiper is completely 

burned up, transformed on the altar into a sweet aroma to God: “a continual 

ascension offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle” (v42). 

There are two sacrifices, morning and evening, but they burn slowly and continually: 

“The burnt offering shall be on the hearth upon the altar all night until morning, and 

the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it” (Lev. 6:9). Bread and wine represent 

the gifts of the worshipper (fine flour, pressed oil, wine) and mark the sacrifice as a 

food offering: “My offering, My food for My offerings made by fire as a sweet aroma to 

Me, you shall be careful to offer to Me at their appointed time” (Num. 28:2). God 

doesn’t get hungry and if He did He wouldn’t tell us (Ps. 50:12), but He receives us, 

takes us into Himself, and “eats” us (cf. Rev. 3:16). He is pleased to know us all day, 

every day, received in the perfections of Christ. God likes you. We also taste and see 

that the Lord is good (Ps. 34:8). So the worshipper offers himself morning and 

evening, cut up and transformed and burning continually on the altar, a pleasing 

aroma received by God. There’s a biblical pattern of morning and evening devotion: 

“My voice You shall hear in the morning, O Lord” (Ps. 5:3); “Evening and morning and 

at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice” (Ps. 55:17; cf. Ps. 

139:1-3; 74:16-17). Parents are told to teach their children about the Lord when they 

sit, walk along the way, lie down and rise up (Deut. 6:7, 11:19). This is not a schedule 
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but a pattern of living faithfully before God. People love to watch sunrises and 

sunsets. Shouldn’t we be grateful they’re given whether we see them or not? If you 

hire someone, you pay by the hour or the job, and say thanks for work well done. 

Shouldn’t we at the very least thank God for a new sixteen hours of waking life and 

eight of rest, which we paid nothing for? Thinking of, thanking, and devoting ourselves 

to God morning and evening is nothing other than spiritual sanity.  

 

Sanctified by Glory 

The people, tabernacle, altar and priests are all sanctified by God’s glory (vv43-44). 

At Mount Sinai the glory cloud was on top of the mountain where only Moses could go 

(24:1-2, 12-13). But by offering this ascension offering, Israel goes up into God’s 

presence to join His glory cloud. Mount Sinai was a mountaintop experience even 

from the bottom--thunder and lightning and revelation from the living God. Even 

though the tabernacle is beautiful, over time they will get used to it. It would take faith 

and gratitude to be continually aware of what is happening by the glory of God as the 

priests perform the daily offerings. It is no different with us. It takes fresh faith to read 

the Bible and pray morning and evening and know that God receives and is changing 

you. It takes faith to sing things and experience things you don’t immediately enjoy. 

Israel would grow to understand these sacrifices more and more (cf. Ex. 13:14). It 

doesn’t feel like glorious transformation in the mundane and repetitive acts, but it is. 

 

Knowing God 

This ritual is how Israel knows and will continue to know God: “And they shall know 

that I am the Lord their God, who brought them up out of the land of Egypt, that I may 

dwell among them. I am the Lord their God” (v46). The generation that experienced 

Passover will die, but everyone who worships faithfully will know the God who brought 

them out of Egypt. The seventeenth century philosopher Rene Descartes concluded 

he could only be certain of thoughts in his own head: “I think therefore I am.” We 

classify ourselves as homo sapiens, thinking man, and trust too much in what 

happens in our head. We downplay what we do as a way of knowing, but the Bible 

describes us worshipping man, homo adorans. You are what you worship—what you 

love, what you adore, what you are devoted to. If you dedicate yourself to God 

morning and evening, you will become like Him. If you devote yourself to idols, you 

will become like them (Ps. 115:8). God gives us every day, and every day we are His.  

 

 

 


