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If Aaron and his sons are to intercede on behalf of Israel as priests, they must be ordained. 

They will be washed, robed, and anointed, and then offer three sacrifices to prepare them for 

faithful service at the tabernacle. We are God’s priesthood in Jesus, and He equips His whole 

body for the work of ministry.  

  

Overview of the Text 

Moses will gather one bull, two rams, and three unleavened bread offerings to make the 

priests holy (vv1-3). At the door of the tabernacle they are washed with water, and Aaron is 

clothed with the tunic, robe, ephod, breastplate, waistband, turban, and crown that bears the 

inscription “HOLINESS TO THE LORD” (vv4-7; cf. 28:36). He is then anointed with oil poured 

on his head, and his sons put on tunics, sashes, and hats, according to the perpetual statute; 

this is how you fill the hand of Aaron and his sons (vv8-9). In the first of three sacrifices, the 

bull is killed as a sin/purification offering (v14), representing Aaron and his sons as they place 

their hands on its head (vv10-11). Its blood is put on the horns of the altar and the rest 

poured at its base, atoning from top to bottom. The fat portions are offered to the Lord but the 

flesh, skin and refuse are burned outside the camp (vv12-14). The sin offering is for 

atonement. Second, a ram is sacrificed and its blood is sprinkled around the altar. The 

entrails and legs are washed and offered as an ascension (olah) offering, completely burned 

up and transformed into a sweet aroma to Yahweh (vv15-18). The last sacrifice is the ram of 

consecration, and some of its blood is placed on the right ear, right thumb, and right big toe 

of Aaron and his sons, and then sprinkled on the altar (vv19-20). Blood from the altar and oil 

is sprinkled on them and their garments to sanctify them (v21). The fat portions with the 

kidneys, right thigh, a loaf of bread, a cake made with oil, and a wafer of unleavened bread 

are put into Aaron’s hand so he can lift it up as a wave offering and then burn it as an 

ascension offering to the Lord (vv22-25). The breast is consecrated for Aaron and his sons, 

taken from sacrifice of peace offerings of the children of Israel (vv26-29). The garments are 

passed down to the next priest (vv29-30). The flesh of the ram of consecration is boiled in the 

holy place and eaten only by the priests in the courtyard that same day, or else burned up the 

following day because it remained holy (vv31-34). Moses will consecrate (“fill their hands”) 

them for seven days, and offer a bull every day for a sin offering (v36). This completely 

sanctifies the altar (v37).  

 

Washed, Robed, & Anointed 

This entire passage is about taking a man, transforming and equipping him to serve the Lord. 

The three sacrifices—sin, ascension, and consecration—correspond to washing, robing, and 

anointing that happens at the beginning of the process (vv4-7). These also line up 

theologically to what we call justification, sanctification, and glorification and with the great 

work God is doing in us right now. We’ll look at these three sacrifices in order.  

    

Sin Offering   The washing is an old covenant baptism (v4; cf. Heb. 9:10; 6:2). Unlike 

other washings, this one is not performed by the individual but by someone else, 

similar to baptism today. The bull of the sin offering represents Aaron and the people, 

their sin symbolically transferred to the animal by laying on hands (v10). The good 
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parts of the animal are burned on the altar but the bad parts are burned outside the 

camp in an unclean place. This is why Jesus, who became sin for us, “that He might 

sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go 

forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach” (Heb. 13:12-13). He died on 

Golgotha, the place of a skull, an unclean hill filled with death and injustice. Nothing 

commends Aaron to the Lord; he has to strip down and be baptized. Aaron’s holiness 

is bestowed, and his need for forgiveness is the same as any other son of Adam. The 

fact that he can’t eat a holy sacrifice the next day indicates the fading fragility of this 

priesthood, and the need for a better high priest and a truly effective sacrifice.  

 

Ascension Offering   The first ram is an ascension offering. Atonement has already 

been made, but now the priest must be transformed for service: “For the word of God 

is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 

division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). The ram is cut up, rearranged with entrails and 

legs washed, and then placed beside the other parts so the whole thing can ascend 

up to God in smoke, a pleasing aroma (vv17-18). God takes our complete person, 

inner and outer, visible and invisible, public and private, and makes it holy to please 

Him. Sanctification is total. You can run from Him but You cannot hide. In the Lord’s 

Service, we read, pray, and hear the Word, and no topic of our lives or part of 

ourselves is off limits to Him. This is how He gloriously robes us. We behold the glory 

of God and are transformed into that image from glory to glory (2 Cor. 3:18). We put 

on the new man who was created according to God, in true righteousness and 

holiness (Eph. 4:24).  

 

Consecration Offering   Oil is placed on Aaron’s head and runs down from there (v7; 

cf. Ps. 133:1-3). If the first ram transformed and dedicated the priests generally to 

Yahweh, then this one anoints them specifically for high priestly work. Their ears are 

opened to the word of God, their hands filled with responsibility to do His will, and 

their feet are consecrated to walk in His courts. The ram represents Aaron, the fat is 

the flavorful part, the kidneys are the seat of affection, and the gifts on top of it are 

Aaron’s gifts, offered to and received by God (vv22-23). He is anointed by the Holy 

Spirit to be a faithful and fruitful high priest.  

 

Jesus’ Ordination & Ours 

Since the whole Bible is about Jesus, when was He washed, robed, and anointed for priestly 

service? At His baptism, Jesus identified with us, was clothed in the pleasure and praise of 

the Father, and the Spirit descended upon and anointed Him for faithful service (Matt. 3:17). 

To be baptized into Christ means we are His priests: “But you have an anointing from the 

Holy One, and you know all things” (1 Jn. 2:20); “Now He who establishes us with you in 

Christ and has anointed us is God” (2 Cor. 1:21). As Aaron was ordained by God through 

Moses, so have we been ordained, through Jesus to serve Him.  

 


