
Exodus Sermon Series 

The Lampstand 
Exodus 25:31-40 

Emmanuel Church 5.26.2019 | Pastor Jerry Owen 

Every house needs light, and the tabernacle is no different. God calls for a 

lampstand to be made of pure gold with seven lamps to light His dwelling place so 

His people can serve Him and be blessed. As bright as it was, the true light was 

yet to come.  

  

The Craftsmanship 

The lampstand (menorah) with its bowls, knobs, and flowers is made of one piece 

of gold (v31). We don’t know exactly how big it is, but given that it’s made of a 

talent of gold (v39), it’s probably around five feet high and weighs about 75 

pounds. The word “glory” in Hebrew is the same for “heavy”, and God’s glorious 

golden furniture is costly, weighty, and beautiful. Six branches come out of its 

sides, possibly in the shape of modern menorahs, but they may have been placed 

at different heights on opposite sides (v32). Each branch has three almond cups 

or bowls with knobs and blossoms, and the central trunk has four of these (vv33-

35). The cup at the top of each of the six branches and the center shaft holds a 

lamp that shines: “they shall arrange its lamps so that they give light in front of it” 

(v37). The wick trimmers and trays were also of gold, and everything crafted after 

the pattern that Moses saw on the mountain (vv38, 40).  

 

Tree of Light 

The lampstand gives light to the entire holy place, but it shines particularly on the 

table where the bread of presence and strong drink represent Israel: “You shall 

bring in the table and arrange the things that are to be set in order on it; and you 

shall bring in the lampstand and light its lamps. . . . He put the lampstand in the 

tabernacle of meeting, across from the table, on the south side of the tabernacle; 

and he lit the lamps before the Lord, as the Lord had commanded Moses” (Ex. 

40:4, 25-26). God doesn’t leave His people in the dark, but lights our way with His 

presence and His word: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” 

(Ps. 119:105). God lights our way and watches us so He can act and fulfill His 

promises. The almond tree is a “watching” tree: “Moreover the word of the Lord 

came to me, saying, ‘Jeremiah, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see a branch of 

an almond tree (shaqed).’ Then the Lord said to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am 

ready (“watching”, shoqed) to perform My word’” (Jer. 1:11-12). God is watching 

Israel, lighting the way and providing food and shelter in abundance. He is ready 

to act according to His word. Like the entire tabernacle, the lampstand is a 

symbolic representation of powerful and practical truth. A wedding ring is not just 

a nice, shiny reminder of a happy day. The American flag is not for decoration. 

How much more important and potent are God’s symbols? The word is like a 

flashlight on a dark path, and without it you walk blind into dark and evil places. 

You go into the harlot’s house. You sit down with scoffers. But if you walk in the 

light of the word, you see and are ready for anything: “All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
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equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The priests would add oil and 

carefully trim the wicks of the lamps “to make the lamps burn continually…. He 

shall be in charge of the lamps on the pure gold lampstand before Yahweh 

continually” (Lev. 24:2, 4). Do you attend to the things of the Lord—His word, His 

commands, His people, His church? God’s light is here, but we need to take care 

that we see by it. It takes a little diligent work every day to read your Bible and 

make it a continual presence in your life. But by this light you can see everything.  

 

The Light of the World 

The apostle John connects Jesus to the tabernacle and the lampstand: “And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us, and we beheld His glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14); 

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it” (Jn. 1:4-5; cf. Heb. 1:3). Jesus 

also speaks this way about Himself: “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I 

am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 

the light of life” (Jn. 8:12); “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” 

(Jn. 9:5); “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me 

should not abide in darkness” (Jn. 12:46). You may think that the light goes out 

when Jesus ascends, but His life and light flows to His church: “The seven stars 

are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw 

are the seven churches” (Rev. 1:20). God’s light shines through His people, who 

are not to be covered: “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 

cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven” (Matt. 5:14-16). Shining the light of the gospel is powerful and provokes 

one of two reactions: “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not 

come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth 

comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done 

in God” (Jn. 3:20-21). Jesus took all of our darkness upon Himself on the cross so 

that we would walk in the light free of sin and fear. We are not the source of the 

light, but when we love the light, walk in it, and shine it, the darkness can’t help 

but flee away. 

 

  

 


