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God comes to dwell in Israel and fulfill His promise: “I will take you to be my 

people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, 

who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” (Ex. 6:7). He is 

building a house in the midst of His people after the pattern of the heavenly 

tabernacle shown to Moses on the mountain (Heb. 8:8). Before the face of God in 

the holy place is a table set with bread and wine.  

  

The Table 

Mount Sinai had three zones: the bottom, where the people gathered; the middle, 

where the elders went up and ate; and the top, where Moses alone ascended (Ex. 

24:1-15). The tabernacle is a portable horizontal Sinai. The people can go in to 

the courtyard, the priests into the holy place, and the high priest only into the holy 

of holies on the Day of Atonement. These limitations exist because the way to 

God had not yet been made by Jesus; Yahweh protects the people lest His 

holiness consume them. The courtyard is like the kitchen, the holy place the 

dining room, and the holy of holies is the throne room of God. The table is in the 

holy place. Like the ark, it’s made of acacia wood, the same height, but it’s half a 

cubit smaller in length and width: about 3 ½’ by 1 ½’, and 2 ½’ tall (v23). It’s 

covered in gold and has a molding all around, and four rings to hold the gold 

carrying poles (vv24-28). The table is depicted on the Arch of Titus in Rome.  God 

also commands dishes and pans for bread, and pitchers and bowls for libations, 

to be made of gold, and the priests were to put the “bread of presence” (or “bread 

of the face”) before [God] always” (vv29-30).  

 

Fresh Bread 

In this passage we’re not told much about the bread, but more detail is given in 

Leviticus 24:  

 
And you shall take fine flour and bake twelve cakes with it. Two-tenths of an ephah shall be 

in each cake. You shall set them in two rows, six in a row, on the pure gold table before the 

Lord. And you shall put pure frankincense on each row, that it may be on the bread for a 

memorial, an offering made by fire to the Lord. Every Sabbath he shall set it in order before 

the Lord continually, being taken from the children of Israel for an everlasting covenant. 

And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place; for it is most 

holy to him from the offerings of the Lord made by fire, by a perpetual statute. (vv5-9) 

 

Every week on the Sabbath the priests would take twelve new loaves, remove the 

incense from the old loaves to be offered to the Lord, replace the old loaves with 

the new ones, six in a row or stack, and eat the old ones in the holy place. What 

does this mean? Remember that God doesn’t get hungry: “Nor is He worshiped 

with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 

breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25). On the contrary, the Lord led Israel into the 

wilderness and fed them with manna to show that everything comes by His word: 

“So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you 
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did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man 

shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of the Lord” (Deut. 8:3). God still makes this point when He feeds us three 

squares a day. G.K. Chesterton: “You say grace before meals. All right. But I say 

grace before the concert and the opera, and grace before the play and 

pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before sketching, 

painting, swimming, fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing and grace before I 

dip the pen in the ink.” The twelve loaves of the bread of presence reveals that 

God’s people, every last tribe, dwell before His face. It’s not just priests that He 

sees. God is not like butter spread over too much bread, thinning out at the 

edges. His presence is not determined by your emotional awareness of it. When 

an Israelite would be tending a flock, nursing a child, building a fence, or telling a 

lie, he and she ought to remember God sees him on the table, and therefore right 

here. Whenever we sin we either forget God is present or pretend He isn’t holy. 

The frankincense on the bread ascends when burned as a memorial to God. He 

remembers, and we remember that He does. He remembers us, His promises to 

us, our prayers, and we never grow stale—new bread made from fresh flour, 

mixed, baked, offered and received again by grace every Sabbath.  

 

New Wine 

Along with bread on the table is wine and/or strong drink. There are three 

offerings, often given together, in the sacrificial system: animals, food, and 

drinks/libations (cf. Num. 15:1-5). A better translation of verse 29 would be “bowls 

and pitchers in which to pour.” It doesn’t make sense to have bread on the dishes 

but then empty vessels for drinks on the table. We’re not told what happens with 

this drink offering on the table. The incense from the bread is offered on the altar 

of incense, but no libation may be offered there. So perhaps this beverage is used 

in the daily offering, morning and evening, which included “[pouring] out strong 

drink to the Yahweh as an offering” (Num. 28:7). The word for “strong drink” is 

shaker, the noun form of the verb “to get drunk”, and it’s different than the word 

for “wine” (yayin). Some guess that shaker is beer or really good wine (cf. Prov. 

31:6). Strong drink may have been used daily and kept in one of the vessels 

described, while wine was kept in the other and got changed weekly with the 

bread. The priests ate the bread, but they did not drink while serving (Lev. 10:8-

11). From His throne God looked at His people represented by bread and 

wine/strong drink, even when only a few of them could eat and none were ready 

yet to drink in the holy place. Jesus is from a different priesthood, of the order of 

Melchizedek, and He came eating and drinking (Matt. 11:19). In Him we are a 

royal priesthood and holy nation, and we are given bread and wine. Just as the 

priests took the bread, offered the incense, and ate, so Jesus took the bread, 

gave thanks, and gave to His disciples to eat. And so with the cup—dangerous 

stuff to be faithful with (Prov. 25:1). Jesus is the true bread and wine from heaven 

and through Him we come into God’s glorious presence.  
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