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God comes to dwell among His people in the tabernacle, and the ark is the first 

thing to be built. This is the center of His presence in Israel, set up in the Holy of 

Holies where the commandments rest beneath the mercy seat. This is God’s 

footstool where righteousness and peace have kissed. While unfamiliar to us, the 

tabernacle and its furniture are chock-full of truth and goodness. 

  

The Ark 

The ark is make of acacia wood, about 45” long, 27” wide, and 27” tall (v10). 

Though made of wood, the word ark here is different than the word used for 

Noah’s ark or the ark Moses was placed in as a baby. This ark is covered with 

gold, ornamented with molding, and carried by four rings, which hold permanent 

poles (vv11-15). The ark is a mobile unit because God is on the move. The priests 

will carry the ark across the Jordan (Josh. 3:14-17). Israel will also disastrously 

take the ark into battle against the Philistines who capture it (1 Sam. 4:1-22). So 

though the tabernacle represents a richer and more settled house of worship, the 

Lord will continue to lead Israel into new territory and greater glory. But if they 

despise Him, He may get up and leave (Ezek. 10). The ark is beautiful and 

wonderful, but only if Israel honors Yahweh in heart and deed—loving Him and 

doing what He says (cf. 2 Sam. 6:1-7; Num. 4:15). We must never trust in the 

things God gives and find our contentment in them, but rather in Him, knowing He 

can and often does call us to the next thing. The gospel is our mission, and 

buildings really do facilitate evangelism and worship, and reflect the glory of God. 

The Testimony God will give is the Ten Commandments which will be placed 

inside the ark—truth and glory together (v 16). As individuals we’re not to set 

aside truth for glory, nor refuse to steward the glory of God He bestows upon us. 

The church must not morph from a movement into a business, much less a 

racket, and if we are faithful with what we’ve been given, this will be a real 

temptation.  

 

The Mercy Seat 

The mercy seat, Martin Luther’s word, is from the Hebrew kapporet, a noun 

related to the verb meaning “to cover, atone”. It has also been translated 

“atonement cover”. It’s a “seat” not like a chair but in the sense of a center, like a 

seat of power. It’s made of pure gold, fit precisely to cover the ark (v17). Once a 

year on the Day of Atonement, the high priest would take blood from the sin 

offering of a bull for himself and sprinkle it on the east side of the mercy seat, and 

then blood from the sin offering of a goat for the people and also sprinkle it on the 

east side of the mercy seat (Lev. 16:11-17). For the holy God to dwell with sinners 

atonement is necessary: for “without shedding of blood there is no remission of 

sins” (Heb. 9:22). William Tyndale, the great translator of the English Bible, coined 

the word “at-one-ment”, meaning reconciliation, unity, and peace and comes 

through blood sacrifice. The high priest represents the people, so both he and 

they need atonement, which is only completed in Christ: “Not with the blood of 
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goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once 

for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and 

the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the 

flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:12-14). The blood is placed on the ark and mercy 

seat because they also represent the worshipper. The ark is a beautiful golden 

chest, designed and crafted by God, and inside is His perfect law of liberty: “I 

delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart” (Ps. 40:8). Of 

course the law is a curse upon all of us law-breakers, so it must be covered in 

mercy, and ultimately atonement made by someone worthy to make it. “John bore 

witness of Him and cried out, saying, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).  

 

The Meeting Place 

The two cherubim are made of gold and set one on each end of the mercy seat 

(v19). Their wings stretch out and cover it while their faces are toward it (v20). 

Cherubim are angelic beings often represented as winged bulls, sometimes with 

the four faces of a man, ox, lion, and eagle (Ezek. 10:14). They first show up in 

the garden to guard fallen man from eating of the tree of life (Gen. 3:24). They are 

there guarding and looking at the ark which represents Israel, watching the story 

of salvation unfold, “things which angels desire to look into” (1 Pet. 1:12; cf. 1 Cor. 

4:9; Eph. 3:10). The Bible repeatedly describes God dwelling between, among, 

and upon the cherubim, all referring to this tabernacle made after the heavenly 

reality (1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; Ps. 80:1; 2 King. 19:15; Ps. 99:1). The ark is also 

called the footstool of His throne, so King David “had it in [his] heart to build a 

house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool of our 

God” (1 Chron. 28:2; cf. Ps. 132:7; Jer. 3:16-17). “Exalt the Lord our God, And 

worship at His footstool—He is holy” (Ps. 99:5). This is exactly where Christ 

brings us today, to the throne of God as He reigns in heaven: “But this Man, after 

He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 

from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. For by one offering 

He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Heb. 10:12-14). 

Becoming Jesus’ footstool means becoming His friend, surrounding a very big 

and glorious throne. We are covered by the mercy seat because Jesus kept the 

law where we refused, and brings us into perfect fellowship with God our Father.   

 


