
Exodus Sermon Series 

Preparing a House for God 
Exodus 25:1-9 

Emmanuel Church 5.5.2019 | Pastor Jerry Owen 

Israel leaves Sinai soon, but the mountain is coming with them. The glory days 

are never behind those who walk by faith because God takes His people from 

glory to greater glory. He not does live in houses built by hands, but He will dwell 

among His people (cf. Ps. 50:9-15). The tabernacle will be built by willing hearts.  

  

Willing Hearts 

The Lord speaks to Moses so that Israel would bring a heave offering (terumah). 

This is not a sacrifice for sin or a tithe, but an offering freely given, each “willingly 

with his heart” (v2). Noticeably absent from Yahweh’s invitation is a list of all that 

He has done for them and how they ought to feel based on their redemption. In 

other words, guilt is not a biblical fundraising tactic: “For the just the price of three 

lattes or one box of ammo, you too could give something to God’s house if you 

cared at all about Him.” Pharaoh’s building campaign “made their lives bitter with 

hard bondage—in mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service in the field. All 

their service in which they made them serve was with rigor” (Ex. 1:14). God’s 

hand of grace and kindness is nothing like the guilt-slavery of worldly Pharaohs. 

The gospel is the good news about what Jesus Christ did with our sins, and it 

makes us keenly aware that we are steeped in His kindness and blessing. The 

Lord is not trying to move anyone to give, but simply asking who has already been 

moved. If someone informs you that they will give you $10,000 in the future, and 

upon receiving it you are to send one thousand back, will you struggle? This is 

what God calls the tithe—the tenth. When we know we have freely received our 

talent, our time, our opportunities and everything we have from God, then it’s 

obvious our treasure is His, and the tenth is freely given. And then when He 

meets our needs and the increase is abundant, our hearts are moved to heave 

back to God. Where did Israel get gold and silver? From the Egyptians on the way 

out (Ex. 12:35-36). It was all given to them. Giving is sowing, so when God gives 

to us He expects even more blessings to abound. He is the Lord of the harvest (2 

Cor. 9:6-11). By God’s grace, Israel gets it and gives until they have to be stopped 

(Ex. 36:6-7)! 

 

Raw Materials 

The materials of the tabernacle are precious metals, valuable fabrics, quality 

skins, pure oil, fragrant spices, and gem stones (vv3-7). Gold, silver, and bronze, 

in order of greatest to least value, will be used in the tabernacle furnishings (v3). 

Three colors of wool are named: “blue” was found abundantly in the 

Mediterranean. Dyers would open live shellfish and clear fluid secreted would turn 

deep violet in sunlight. It took thousands of shells to dye a single robe. “Purple” 

came from a modification of this same dye, and the third color, “worm of scarlet”, 

was extracted from a worm less costly, but beautiful. Fine linen is mentioned next, 

and then three skins: goat hairs, ram skins dyed red, and dolphins or sea cows 

(vv4-5). These skins will clothe and carry the tabernacle, symbolically protecting it 

from the cursed dust of the ground. Acacia wood is light, durable, and portable 
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wood for the tabernacle. Then we have oil with spices for light, and sweet 

incense, which makes everything look and smell good (v6). Onyx stones are for 

the shoulders and stones for the breast piece of the ephod, representing the 

twelve tribes of Israel (v7). Everything in the tabernacle is costly, beautiful, and 

representative of the people. A rich person could give a costly stone and poor 

person could give a goatskin to construct the tabernacle. These holy materials 

and architecture matter to God and ought to matter to us. St. Francis of Assisi 

took a vow of poverty in the thirteenth century after seeing the opulent corruption 

in the church, and today we have no shortage of prosperity preachers inviting you 

to fund their new jet plane. Both poverty and prosperity theology lack the balance 

of Scripture. Sometimes an individual like the rich young ruler needs to sell 

everything and follow Jesus, and others like Solomon need to gratefully become 

the richest men in the world without multiplying wives, but neither of these cases 

is normative. God’s people can contribute, build a cathedral, and bless the poor 

as the Spirit leads.  

 

Holy Dwelling 

God does not command Israel to make a sanctuary for Him to dwell in. He tells 

them to make a sanctuary “that I may dwell among them” (v8). The difference is 

profound and obvious throughout the Bible. Solomon: “But will God indeed dwell 

on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. 

How much less this temple which I have built! Yet regard the prayer of Your 

servant and his supplication, O Lord my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer 

which Your servant is praying before You today: that Your eyes may be open 

toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You said, ‘My name 

shall be there,’ that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward 

this place” (1 Kgs. 8:27-29; cf. Acts 7:49-50). God will not, of course cannot, be 

put in a box, tent, cathedral or anywhere else. He fills heaven and earth. But He 

will come and bless obedient construction. Moses is shown a pattern of the 

tabernacle and its furnishings, which he imitates (v9). Israel builds with willing 

hearts and God dwells among and blesses them. John’s gospel says that Jesus, 

the Word, “became flesh and tabernacle among us, and we beheld His glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14). What 

the tabernacle represented, Christ fulfilled—the precious lamb of God, the light of 

the world, the true Israel, the one in whom dwells the fullness of Godhead bodily. 

The Father raised Jesus from the dead only to continue building the true 

tabernacle, the whole Christ, the church: “Coming to Him as to a living stone, 

rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living 

stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5). God is building 

His church today in every city in the world. He uses living stones and their 

transformed hearts to dwell among and bless them.   

 


