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The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the shocking climax of the 

gospels. It was not only surprising to the followers of Jesus, but at first totally 

inexplicable. Why would He die a gruesome death and then come back? 

John’s account uniquely describes what happened and what it means that 

Jesus is the risen Lord. Through Him all things are made new.  

 

New Body 

From the other gospels, we know more women accompanied Mary Magdalene 

to the tomb, but John focuses on her alone (v1; Lk. 24:10). Mary was a woman 

of means who supported and followed Jesus, and from whom seven demons 

had gone out (Lk. 8:1-3; Mk. 16:9). This exorcised woman is the first confused 

person to the tomb, and then she runs to tell Peter and the other disciple, 

whom Jesus loved (as John refers to himself), to report the Lord’s body has 

been stolen: “We do not know where they have laid Him” (v2). There was no 

rivalry of speed between Peter and John; the detail that Peter starts the journey 

and then John joins and overtakes him is historical realism (vv3-4). From 

outside the tomb John sees the linen cloths lying there, and when Peter, bold 

as usual, goes inside he sees the handkerchief that had been around Jesus’ 

head folded and set in a different spot from the cloths (vv5-7). John sees it too 

and believes, but his belief does not fully comprehend Jesus’ resurrection from 

the dead according to the Scriptures—the understanding that John is imparting 

right now (vv8-10)! Grave robbers steal riches or a valuable body, but they 

don’t leave burial linens folded and neatly set aside. So this situation makes no 

sense. Jesus had said He would die and rise, but no one understood (Jn. 2:19-

22; 12:24; Mk. 9:9, 10:34, 14:28). The Jews believed in the bodily resurrection 

of everyone on the last day, but no one could imagine that this would happen to 

one man before then (cf. Mk. 11:24; Hos. 6:2-3; Dan. 12:1-2; Is. 53:10-12; Ez. 

37:1-14). It’s still dark, but light is dawning, so with nothing else to do, Peter 

and John go home (vv2, 10).  

 

New Adam 

Mary stays there weeping, and when she looks into the tomb she sees two 

angels at the head and feet of where Jesus had been (vv11-12). Perhaps they 

are like the cherubim on either side of the ark, flanking the presence of the 

Lord—but where is He? Or they’re like the top and bottom of Jacob’s ladder 

that connects heaven and earth; now that Christ has made the way to the 

Father, He will ascend soon (v17; cf. Gen. 28:12). The angels ask why she is 

weeping, and she responds: “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do 

not know where they have laid him” (v13). Mary loves Jesus and wants to 

honor His body. But then she turns, sees Jesus without recognizing Him, and 

He also asks her about her weeping and whom she seeks. She thinks He is the 

gardener and wants to know if He has taken the body so she can go get the 
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body (v15). Christ, the good shepherd, calls her by name, “Mary!” (cf. Jn. 10:3), 

and immediately she recognizes Him, turns, and calls Him “Rabboni”, which 

means “Teacher” (v16). Jesus was laid in a new tomb, in a new garden, and 

now He is mistaken for the gardener (19:41). At the beginning of his gospel, 

John tells the story of the new creation, and now after the resurrection we have 

a new Adam in a new garden (1:1ff.). Mary is the new Eve, a type of the 

Church, the mother of all the living faithful (Gal. 4:26). Jesus didn’t die to 

escape or get rid of His human body. He died to pay for our sins, defeat death 

once and for all, come back with the power of everlasting life, and give this life 

to His purified and renewed bride. Mary can’t cling to Him because the work is 

just beginning (v17). He’ll ascend to His Father and God, to our Father and 

God, as one of us forever. It’s time to get the word out (v18).  

 

New Power 

The disciples have only just heard about Jesus and are still hemmed in by fear 

(v19). Jesus appears and immediately assures them by saying “Peace be with 

you.” He then shows His hands and side, which makes them glad (v20). This is 

not the ghost of their friend and Messiah; this is actually Him, and so He gives 

them the fuller “Peace be with you” (v21). It’s the same peace from the same 

God, but He has done something completely different than what they thought; 

now, so will they. They receive the Holy Spirit He breathes upon them and will 

declare the forgiveness of sins to the humble and lack of forgiveness to the 

proud (vv22-23; cf. Gen. 2:7). The fearful disciples shut in that room will soon 

be preaching the good news of Jesus and His resurrection to those they used 

fear (Acts 2:22-24, 3:12ff, 4:1ff). Jesus knows how weak and fallible these 

Christians are, but He still establishes, empowers, and commissions them 

together as His church. Resurrection life is given to the body of Christ. The 

resurrection of Jesus is the only plausible explanation for the transformation of 

the disciples from miserable and fearful to joyful and courageous witnesses. 

They didn’t get rich or famous, but rather poor and infamous, and yet gladly 

gave their lives for Jesus.  

 

New Proof  

Thomas isn’t there with the disciples but demands to touch the proof before he 

will believe (vv24-25). Jesus appears again on the first day and tells him to stop 

his disbelief, and apparently without touching Him this is enough (v27)! Jesus 

blesses Thomas who saw Jesus, but also everyone who has not seen Him but 

still believes. None of us have seen Jesus in the flesh, but we have all seen the 

affects of His resurrection—transformed hearts, transformed lives, billions of 

people worshiping Him, forgiven of sin and free of guilt. The resurrection of 

Jesus brought unstoppable life into this world. His kingdom come, from heaven 

to earth.  
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