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We come to the end of another year, looking back on what happened and forward to what 

is to come. Not only should we look forward, God gives us promises that compel us to 

anticipate the goodness He has in store. Faith believes in God “and that He is a rewarder of 

those who diligently seek Him” (Heb. 12:6). God promises to bless us as we seek Him 

today, tomorrow, and forevermore.  

 

Overview of the Text 

Paul finishes the golden chain of salvation running from God’s foreknowing to the 

glorification of His people, to rhetorically ask, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

(Rom. 8:29-30, 31)? Since the Father didn’t spare His own Son but freely gave Him on our 

behalf, why would He withhold anything from us (v32)? God does not simply intervene to 

make sure His people are taken care of, but exhaustive crafts all things for the good of 

those who love Him (v28). Accusations can’t be made against the justified elect (v33). 

Christ has already born our condemnation, risen from death, and now prays for us (v34). 

Peril, danger, persecution, hunger, exposure, danger, threats and even death still come 

upon God’s people, but Christ’s love is constant throughout (vv35-36). That love is so 

effective that not only are we victorious, keeping our faith and joy in God, we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us (vv37-39). Jesus defeated not just His earthly foes—

the high priest, Sanhedrin, Pilate and so on—but every principality and power that seeks to 

work against Him and His kingdom. We join in that victory when we stand in Christ.  

 

From Past to Future 

Paul argues that because God already delivered Jesus for us, He will therefore give us all 

things (v32). The gospel is the good news of what was accomplished by Christ in His life, 

death, burial and resurrection, which is the salvation of us all. If you believe that, then 

consequently you must believe that God will give you all things that you need now, and the 

next now—tomorrow, next month, next year, on your death bed, and always. We know the 

apostle is talking about things in this life because he immediately turns to present 

accusations and condemnations, and Jesus’ current place of prayer at God’s right hand 

(vv33-34). The sword in verse 35 is one that the government wields in 13:5, and under 

Nero was used against Roman Christians whom he blamed for the Great Fire of 64 AD. 

Paul’s letter to the Romans was probably written in the mid 50s, soon after Nero began 

ruling (54-68 AD). So these are not theoretical dangers but real threats similar to what the 

brethren of Early Rain Covenant Church in China are facing today. The glorious connection 

here between what God has already given us in Christ and what He will give us is the 

connection between justification and sanctification, between the once-and-for-all sacrifice of 

Christ on the cross and our growing in love by the Spirit to think and act like Jesus. The 

Westminster Confession of Faith helpfully describes justification in chapter  XI: 

 

I. Those whom God effectually calls, he also freely justifies; not by infusing righteousness 

into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as 

righteous; not for any thing wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake 

alone; nor by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical 

obedience to them, as their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and 
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satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving and resting on Him and his righteousness 

by faith; which faith they have not of themselves, it is the gift of God.  

II. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument 

of justification:  yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all 

other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but works by love. 

 

Our justification does not depend on anything done in us or by us. Nor is our faith our 

righteousness. Rather, faith alone is the instrument for receiving the righteousness of 

Christ. While it’s faith alone that receives and rests, notice is it ever accompanied with all 

other saving graces. That is, once we have trusted in Christ, our faith bears the fruits of the 

Spirit, which is “faith working by love” (Gal. 5:6). This is sanctification, growth in holiness, 

and while it never adds to or improves our justification, it does necessarily come from that 

justification. The Galatian error was to think that the Christian life was begun by faith and 

then perfected by works accomplished somehow apart from faith (Gal. 3:1-9). But the same 

faith that trusts in Christ alone for salvation trusts Him for ongoing forgiveness, for love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness and so on. Growing in holiness is faith working by love, and it 

really does work hard to trust and obey. If God gave us His Son, how could He not continue 

and complete the good work He began? He will do it, and He will do it in face of many 

things that will try to make us believe and act like we are separated from the love of God.  

 

Next Year’s Grace-Robbers 

Behind every sin is the belief of some version of the lie that God will not give us all things.  

 

Anxiety  Jesus gives six arguments against worrying. Your life is more than food 

and your body more than clothing (Matt. 6:25). Though the birds don’t sow, reap, or 

gather, God feeds them, and aren’t you more valuable to Him than they are (v26)? 

Has worrying ever improved you (v27)? Look at the lilies, which are here and gone, 

and think, O you of little faith, how much more God will clothe you (vv28-30). The 

Gentiles seek these things, but God knows what you need, so seek first His 

kingdom and all will be added to you (v33). Each day will bring its own problems; 

don’t worry about it now (v34). Cast your cares upon the Lord, for He cares for you.    

 

Lust   Moses chose to suffer with Israel rather than enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 

sin in Egypt, “for he looked to the reward” (Heb. 11:26). Lust is the lie that forbidden 

pleasure is better than what God gives and will give, and that it won’t matter (1 Pet. 

2:11). We are warned: “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live” (Rom. 8:13).  

 

Pride   Pride is the mother of all sins, and manifests as boasting in success and as  

self-pity in failure. It presumes the future will be either good or bad rather than 

trusting and praying (cf. Jms. 4:13-16). God resists the proud but gives grace to teh 

humble (Jms. 4:6). 

 

 


