
 

Endurance 
Exodus 17:8-16 

 

Emmanuel Church 10.21.2018 | Pastor Jerry Owen 

Since leaving Egypt, the challenges facing Israel have been overcome by God; He 

destroyed the Egyptian army, provided manna, and supplied water, but now they will 

have to fight the Amalekites, working together and under the banner of the Lord for 

the duration.  

 

The Fight 

We don’t know why Amalek came to fight, whether it was water or territory or whether 

they existed like pirates existing by pillaging (v8). Amalek was the grandson of Esau 

(Gen. 36:12), and the Amalekites were known as an opportunist, ruthless, and 

bloodthirsty people, the kind that picked off stragglers in the back of the herd. Moses 

writes later, “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out 

of Egypt, how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers 

at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not fear God” (Deut. 25:17-

18). Moses commands Joshua to choose some men to fight while he stands at the 

top of the hill with the rod of God in his hand (v9). This is the first mention of Joshua, 

whose name is the Hebraic version of Jesus, meaning “Yahweh saves.” Joshua is the 

commander of the army, a kingly warrior who goes out to fight for the Lord and His 

people (v10). Moses holds up the staff of God with the help of Aaron and Hur, and at 

the end of the day Joshua and the army prevail over Amalek (vv11-13). The Lord 

commands Moses to write it down as a memorial of what God has done and will do to 

Amalek, utterly blotting out his remembrance (v14). This will be a multi-generational 

war with Amalek (v16). Just as Israel learned to rest at Elim, to rely on Him for daily 

bread and water, so now they need to learn to fight with endurance. Having been 

slaves in Egypt for generations doesn’t make it any easier. While the new Israel, the 

Christian church, isn’t armed physically to take over the world by force, we are in a 

spiritual war: “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 

pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts 

itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 

obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience 

is fulfilled” (2 Cor. 10:4-6). Every Christian is told to put on the whole armor of God 

because we wrestle against principalities and powers, against rulers of darkness, 

against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Ep. 6:11-13). The battle 

begins internally, putting to death the lusts of the flesh so you can contend with the 

world and the devil, to “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which 

you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses” (1 Tim. 6:12). It’s true that not every moment of the Christian life is a 

fight. Sometimes you lay beside the twelve wells and seventy palms at Elim because 

the Lord makes your enemies be at peace with you (Prov. 16:7). But like Joshua we 

must remember the war with Amalek continues and we see it throughout the New 

Testament (Matt. 10:34-39; Rom. 16:20; Acts).  
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The Help 

When Moses holds up the rod of God, Israel prevails, but when his arm lowers, 

Amalek does (v11). This reveals total reliance on the Lord for success. Some think 

Moses is praying, but it doesn’t say this. Holding up the staff to live or die seems 

arbitrary, which works as a good analogy for the Christian life which seems arbitraryat 

times. Worship, Bible reading and prayer are very simple and don’t take very long. 

Lord’s Day worship lasts less than an hour and a half, and if you spend ten minutes a 

day reading and five minutes a day praying it adds up to about three hours, less than 

2% of the 168 hours you have each week. Just do that faithfully and you’ll win the 

battle against sin and have a thriving faith. Simple to understand, hard to do 

consistently. Moses gets tired, so they bring him a stone, and Aaron and Hur support 

his hands the rest of the day until the Amalekites are defeated (vv12-13). Moses 

could not do it alone; help had to be offered and received. We are not sufficient unto 

ourselves for the work God has given us, which is why He puts us in the body of 

Christ with one another. Israel has to go fight, and Moses had to be supported by 

Aaron and Hur. We should pray and ask for prayer, but we should also hold one 

another’s arms up and ask for others to hold ours up. Moses isn’t at fault for having 

arms that won’t last all day, but he would’ve failed had he not received help with his 

failing arms. You may need to humble yourself and ask for help. You may need to 

show up with a stone for someone to sit on. We don’t know who initiated this 

collaboration, but we should expect to need help and to be needed, which means we 

must be willing to ask and ready to give. God calls us to walk with Him faithfully, work 

hard as individuals, and then be ready to help others: “Though one may be 

overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly 

broken” (Eccl. 4:12).  

 

The Banner  

Joshua will be lead Israel into the Promised Land where many more people will attack 

Israel, so it’s important for him to hear, read and remember that God will blot out 

Amalek. This is the first time in the Bible something is commanded to be written 

down. Moses builds an altar called “The Lord is My Banner” (v15). A banner is 

something that leads an army out, that soldiers go out from and where they regroup. 

He builds an altar because verse 16 says, “A hand is upon the altar of God.” God is 

their banner because Moses holds up God’s staff, using His power and pleading for 

His help, and He came down from heaven and defeated the Amalekites. They throw 

themselves into the fight; they lean on one another, but it’s God who delivers them. 

Moses is the prophetic mediator, Aaron the priest, and Hur the kingly one who will 

build the tabernacle. We have the prophet, priest and king calling on the Lord and 

receiving His deliverance. Jesus is our prophet, priest, and king who died for us under 

attack of Herod Antipas, an Idumean descended from Edom/Esau (Mk. 3:8). He rose 

from the dead victorious for us. We don’t lift up a staff, but the name of Jesus Christ 
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who gives us the grace of endurance.  

 


