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God delivers Israel from death, redeeming them when the angel sees blood on the 

doors and passes over. They’ve just left Egypt but their redemption continues 

because every firstborn is the Lord’s (v2). Just as the Lord would have His people 

remember and live out their faith by observing Passover year after year, so through 

the redemption of the firstborn they look to Christ “in whom we have redemption 

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14).   

 

Looking to the Land of Milk & Honey 

Passover becomes part of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, an annual reminder that 

God delivered His people: “Remember this day in which you went out of Egypt, out 

the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the Lord brought you out of this place” 

(v3). Israel remembers by feasting, and even by planning to feast in the promised 

land, the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusites, a land 

flowing with mild and honey (v5). Redemption is not only about where you’ve been, 

but also where you’re going. They aren’t even across the Red Sea yet and Moses is 

talking about the fat and sweet things waiting where God told Abraham they would go. 

Pride and presumption believes you got something in your own strength, apart from 

the grace of God (cf. 1 Cor. 4:7), and you deserve it and more. Self-pity (a different 

kind of pride) and unbelief ignores what has been given and doubts what God has 

clearly promised for the future. Yahweh did this with a strong hand; “You shall 

therefore keep this ordinance in its season from year to year” (v10). He brought us out 

of Egypt so we know He will bring us into the land—land where the giants live. Every 

Israelite would this home: “And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, ‘This is 

done because of what the Lord did for me when I came up from Egypt’” (v8). This is 

how you talk to your children. God did this for us in Egypt, and ultimately brought us 

out of our Egypt of slavery to sin and death. Jesus, the greater Abraham, was 

promised all the nations for His inheritance, the ends of the earth for His possession, 

and the church has been fulfilling the Great Commission ever since He commanded it 

(Matt. 28:18-19; Ps. 2:8; Col. 1:5-6). We have a greater conquest with greater 

promises and a greater assurance of victory because the greater Moses has come.  

 

God’s Firstborn 

Before any plagues, God sent Moses to Pharaoh with this warning: “Then you shall 

say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Israel is My son, My firstborn. So I say to you, 

let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill 

your son, your firstborn’” (4:22-23). He could have wiped out everyone in Egypt who is 

complicit with the genocide and slavery inflicted upon His people, but in the tenth 

plague He shows mercy and only takes the firstborn. His claim on the firstborn 

remains, and this is symbolic of His claim on all (v2). The firstborn son would carry on 

the family business and be invested with responsibility to care for his parents. Much 

as we tithe our firstfruits to indicate everything we have is the Lord’s and given to us 

to steward, so His claim on the firstborn shows His claim on everyone in the 

NOTES: 



 

Redemption of the Firstborn 
Exodus 13:1-16 

 

Emmanuel Church 9.2.2018 | Pastor Jerry Owen 

household, and everyone’s need for His covenant mercy. Pharaoh’s attack on the 

sons of Israel is an attack on God their Father (cf. Deut. 32:6). The symbolism of the 

firstborn is carried into the New Testament: “For you are all sons of God through faith 

in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” 

(Gal. 3:26-27).  

 

Redemption of Sons 

When they came into the land, the Israelites would consecrate or “pass over” the 

firstborn of every animal and offer it to the Lord (vv11-12). These are clean animals 

specified as cows, sheep, or goats (Num. 18:17). Unclean animals such as donkeys 

could be redeemed by substituting a clean lamb, but otherwise must be killed (v13; cf. 

Ex. 34:20; Lev. 27:27, Num. 18:15). Clean animals are symbolically righteous and 

given to God. Unclean animals must be killed or redeemed. “And all the firstborn of 

man among your sons you shall redeem” (v13). The firstborn sons of Israel are 

treated like donkeys—valuable, but unclean. Unlike surrounding nations that would 

sacrifice their children to idols, God lays His claim on Israel’s kids, requiring and 

providing redemption (cf. 2 Kgs. 16:3). Just like us, those kids would grow up and ask, 

“What?” God provides this wonderful answer: “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh 

was stubborn about letting us go, that the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the 

Lord all males that open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem” (v15). 

This is the what and the why, catechistic instruction, question and beautiful, biblical 

answer. God claims the child and so parents raise him believing. We don’t just 

acknowledge these things but live by them as signs on our hands and frontlets 

between our eyes so that the Lord’s law is in our mouth (vv16, 9). These metaphors 

show us how to love and live the Bible. These families were no more special than 

yours. They would have to read Scripture regularly and worship the Lord to 

understand and explain it. They would have to repent daily and walk with God.  

 

Strength of Hand  

God delivered Israel by a strong hand (vv9, 16). Sometimes the impression is given 

that Jesus was resigned to die, as if He finally quit after a failed ministry and therefore 

slumped into Jerusalem. But in fact Jesus set His face to the cross and conquered on 

it. He told Pilate he would have no authority over him unless it were given him from 

above (Jn. 19:11). Jesus laid down His life by His own power and authority, and in the 

power of the Holy Spirit the Father raised Him up (Rom. 1:4). You were “not 

redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 

received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 

lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). Israel’s firstborns were 

spared and redeemed, but God’s own firstborn Son was delivered up for us all, so we 

know He will give us all things (Rom. 8:32).  
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