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After three cycles of three, nine plagues, Pharaoh still strives to oppress Israel. Now justice 
will come to Egypt in the final plague that will liberate Israel from slavery and genocide.  
 
God of Life & Death 
Yahweh says this final plague will make Pharaoh let Israel go (v1). From water to land to sky, 
the Lord has been defeating all the idols of the land and giving every opportunity for 
Egyptians and Israelites to trust in Him and abandon their idolatrous allegiance to Pharaoh. 
At midnight Yahweh will go out into Egypt and take the life of every firstborn, including 
Pharaoh’s own house, the lowliest servant, and even the animals (v5). Egyptians are famous 
for loading tombs with wealth they believed would accompany them to the afterlife, and 
you can go see their mummies today. In the ninth plague the lights went out revealing that 
Amon Ra is not the God of light and life. Now Osiris, lord of the dead, will not be able to 
stop Yahweh from bringing justice. It’s important to remember that this culture willingly 
oppressed, enslaved, and murdered innocent people, including the living God’s own chosen 
nation. God is just, but also justice itself—the standard of righteousness and fairness. What 
He does is right by definition, but it’s not difficult to see that Egypt had it coming for a long 
time. God gives life and now takes it away to liberate Israel. The “great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again” (v6) that would come 
at the death of the firstborn beckons back to Israel’s cry under the hand the of their 
oppressors (3:7). As a result of the Hebrews being fruitful and multiplying, Pharaoh 
commanded the Israelite midwives to murder their male children (1:6). But it wasn’t just the 
Israelite’s children, but God’s firstborn children he was murdering. Israel cried, now Egypt 
will cry. Hebrew children died, now Egyptian firstborns will die. Israel was oppressed, now 
they will leave enriched. The Lord could bring much stricter justice, but He will eventually, 
as the mortality rate remains 100%. God takes the life of every human being, and every 
person will stand before Him to give an account for the things done in this life (2 Cor. 5:10). 
All of this was told to Pharaoh already: “So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. 
But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn” (Ex. 4:23).  
 
Plundering the Egyptians 
Israel had been defrauded for decades, but they don’t defraud in return. God gives them 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians. They also along with Pharaoh’s servants highly esteem 
Moses (v3). This results from patient obedience to the Lord through the plagues (cf. Prov. 
16:7). The people will willingly give them gold and silver, and this idea of taking good things 
from unbelieving cultures is known as plundering the Egyptians. Egyptian culture was 
thoroughly corrupt and idolatrous, but this was due to how they used the things they had 
and not the things themselves. Paul tells the Corinthians they can eat meat previously 
offered to idols and not be bothered just so long as it doesn’t trouble the conscience of a 
weaker brother (1 Cor. 8:4-9). So Israelites have no problem receiving Egyptian gold and 
silver that had previously been devoted to Amon Ra or another false god. Had Pharaoh 
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offered the gold in exchange for more servitude, they would not have received it. And if the 
gold came in the form of a statue that the Israelites had sinfully worshiped, they would have 
refused or destroyed or melted the thing down (cf. Jude 22-23). We are to be in the world 
and not of the world culturally, which means we need to make distinctions between what 
things are worth receiving and what are not. There are Christians who are ignorant of the 
good things offered by Egypt, and there are those who are being plundered by the Egyptians 
as they mindlessly purchase and consume whatever is “cool”. Sometimes this is done under 
the banner of understanding depravity, but skanky music and movies don’t make you wiser. 
The ones who plunder the Egyptians have seen the idols fall to the ground and repurpose 
what they can for the glory of God.   
 
Sweet Salvation 
Israel cried out to God and He heard them. Egypt would cry out like never before or ever 
again, but God says not even a dog will sharpen its tongue against Israel as they go (v7). He 
would keep and protect them. Moses tells Pharaoh he and Israel will leave after Pharaoh’s 
servants beg, and though Moses is angry at Pharaoh’s foolish course, Yahweh comforts him 
with His purpose to multiply wonders in Egypt (vv8-9). God does whatever it takes to free 
His people from slavery and even the consequences of their own sin. You can fight God to 
the death and lose like Pharaoh did, but He will only use it to extend His mercy even further. 
Jesus is the greater Moses who led us out of Egypt by taking the penalty of death upon 
Himself. We were a runaway firstborn son that joined Pharaoh’s house, and Jesus came in 
our place to suffer and die for what we deserved. Satan thought he had Jesus right where he 
wanted him, right where Pharaoh wanted Moses--dead (cf. 1 Cor. 2:7-8). But because Jesus 
was righteous, death couldn’t hold Him, and when He rose, He came out of the grave with 
all the devil’s stuff: “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God 
has come upon you. Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 
unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house” (Matt. 12:28-29). 
He plundered the devil’s house and came out with you who are saved by the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ. The last plague that God brought on Pharaoh was a just a picture of plague 
of death He would take upon Himself. This is how He saved the world.  
 

 


