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After the Nile turns to blood, Pharaoh hardens his heart and brings on the second plague. 
Frogs represented Heqet, the goddess of fertility in Egypt. Yahweh shows Himself to be the 
true giver of life, the faithful judge, the God who is there.  
 
God of Life 
The first nine plagues consist of three cycles of three, moving from water to land to sky 
within each cycle. The first plague attacks the water of the Nile, and now Yahweh sends 
Moses back to Pharaoh for an attack on the land (v1). Just as God remembered how 
Pharaoh made the Nile run red with the blood of Israelite boys, so He remembered the goal 
of that murder was to do away with the fruitfulness of Israel. He’s now attacking the fertility 
of Egypt. Heqet had the head of a frog and sometimes the body. She protected crocodiles 
which would control the frog population, and women in childbirth would call on her for help 
and protection. Every year the Nile flooded in Egypt, filling lakes and streams and depositing 
nutrients into the soil. As the water receded crops would be planted and frogs would dwell 
in the moistened land. Croaking meant a green season of abundance had arrived, so the 
Egyptians loved the sound and worshiped the animal goddess. Pantheism is the belief that 
everything is god. Different parts of reality can be named after different gods, but everything 
is identified with the divine, which is why God is taking down every level of their world. If 
Pharaoh refuses to let Israel go, He will smite Egypt with what they worship—frogs will be 
throughout the land, specifically in Pharaoh’s house, bedroom, bed, in the houses of his 
servants, on his people, in the ovens and kneading bowls, onto his person and his people, 
including all the servants (vv3-4). Like the second plagues o of the other cycles, this 
happens at Pharaoh’s house palace (v1). These “swarms” of frogs harken back to the 
creation account when God blessed the animals and fish to be fruitful and multiply, to teem 
and fill the waters and the earth. But in this situation it’s not man that getting dominion over 
the animals, but sticky frogs are getting into all sorts of place they should not. It’s gross and 
comic and has entertained the saints for millennia (Ps. 78:45; Ps. 105:30). It’s possible that 
water turning into blood wasn’t a personal inconvenience for Pharaoh. But he had frogs in 
his bed. Ribbiting. God is the giver of life, not man, mother earth, or any other idol.   
 
God of Judgment 
If God is the God of life, He must also be God of death, the one who judges those who 
murder and pervert justice. The idea that God judges is unpopular so long as He is judging 
us. But people scream for justice constantly in our society and are willing to do all sorts of 
lawless things in the name of justice. This conflict is about who is the God of Israel. Yahweh 
demands Pharaoh “Let My people go, that they may serve Me” (v1). Pharaoh’s claims he is 
god and therefore the Jews must serve him in bondage. It’s not a question of whether 
people will serve an authority, only whether it will be God and His law of liberty or man and 
his law of bondage. Free societies exist where the influence of gospel penetrates deeply 
enough to affect everything, and the alterative is some kind autocratic state that plays at 
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being god, predestining everything it can to control the populace. God sets up rulers and 
removes them, and Christians ought to rejoice when He judges the wicked. Heqet the 
unclean idol is hopping everywhere and loathsome to the Egyptians (v6). They said they 
loved her and her gift of fertility, so God gave them a taste of what they were worshipping. 
One way God judges is by giving people what they want (cf. Rom. 1:24). He does with 
Christians and their idols also—marriage, reputation, family, work, even ministry. When we 
are unrepentant, God allows us to eat some our cooking, which exposes the truth that 
idolatry ruins whatever goodness it was after in the first place. Pharaoh’s magicians are 
probably supposed to remove the frogs but instead they multiply them even more (v7). 
Obviously they have no power to stop the plague, so Pharaoh asks Moses and Aaron to 
entreat Yahweh, the Yahweh he didn’t know (v8; 5:2). God’s judgment works.   
 
The God Who is There 
As dishonest as Pharaoh has been, Moses is still respectful, offering to pray for him, his 
servants, and the people to remove the frogs. He wants Pharaoh to decide when he would 
like them removed (v9). There are many people who are not ready to hear much of the 
gospel but are softened by prayer. At least in the moment, Pharaoh is one of them. Moses 
often prays in front of people but chooses not to in front of Pharaoh perhaps because he 
doesn’t want him to think he can control or imitate him. Moses cries out to Yahweh with 
force, and He hears. The frogs die, are gathered into heaps, and the land stinks (v14). 
Relieved from the croaking, Pharaoh hardens his heart just as God said because he never 
wanted to repent and rejoice in God’s mercy in the first place, but only to be free from the 
consequences of his sin (v15). The plagues are a superb opportunity for us to see if we are 
ashamed of God and His Word. Did they happen or not? Are the frogs hilarious or is it 
hilarious that anyone would ever believe it? God goes over the top to show how absurd it is 
to worship a frog in the first place, and our frogs are even less plausible today. Our elites 
believe that frogs are our ancestors. That organic life came from inorganic. That an 
explosion followed by random chance over billions of years resulted in you. And that an 
accident like you can provide answers to these questions. Ultimately God cannot be ignored 
in Pharaoh’s bedroom or yours. He’s always in the room even after the frogs are cleared out. 
For those who will hear it, this is nothing but comfort and blessing knowing that God is 
control and idols are not: “And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth 
of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet” 
(Rev. 16:13). Jesus died on the cross and sent the Spirit to convict and forgive us for all of our 
sins that times of refreshment would come from Him.  

 


