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How does a phone book inspired by the Holy Spirit sound? Like a phone book. Thankfully, the 
genealogies given to us in Scripture are much more. As Moses recounts his struggle to believe 
he was the right man for the job, he answers his own doubts in the form of a genealogy. These 
are God’s peculiar priestly people, those who would intercede to God on behalf of Israel and 
fulfill the promises.  
 
Right People 
The structure of this passage helps make the point. A chiasm is a literary figure where the 
second half follows the first half in reverse order, and it’s common in Scripture both in verses 
and longer passages: “But many that are first shall be last and the last shall be first” (Matt. 5:7); 
“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” (Is. 5:20). 
 
A Yahweh’s dialogue with Moses (vv10-12)  

B Narrator’s account of Yahweh’s instruction to Moses and Aaron (v13)  
C Genealogy related to Aaron & Moses (vv14-25)  

B’ Narrator’s account of Yahweh’s instruction to Moses and Aaron (vv26-27)  
A’ Dialogue of YHWH with Moses (vv28-30) 
 
History is always obvious in hindsight. In fact, we tend to think it couldn’t have gone a different 
way because the outcome seems inevitable when we look back. But things are not inevitable, 
and Moses writes this from the wilderness, trying to disciple the next generation that will inherit 
the Promise Land. Before the exodus, he doubted mightily—if the Israelites won’t listen, how 
can he possibly convince Pharaoh? The original audience believed the exodus but doubted the 
conquest: “How can we defeat these giants? How do we know we have the right priestly 
leaders?” This is how. Moses lists the people God chose, the right people even with all their 
oddities and issues, to lead the nation in worshiping the Lord. This six-generation Levitical 
genealogy spans from Levi to Phineas. Only three of Jacob’s sons are mentioned: Reuben, 
Simeon and their sons first in two verses (vv14-15), and then the other ten of twelve verses are 
all about Levi and the prominent Aaronic line (vv16-25). This is one of the few places Aaron is 
mentioned sequentially before Moses (v20). The Levites serve the tabernacle (1 Chron. 9:14-
32; 23:28-32). The Gershonites are responsible for the curtains, the Kohathites handle the 
furnishings including the ark, table, lampstand, altars and vessels, and the Merarites take care 
of the structure of the tabernacle including the bars, pillars, and bases (Num. 3:25-37). This was 
a great honor: “For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” (Ps. 84:10).  
 
Troubled & Transformed People 
A few things stand out in this genealogy. First, though this is a record of priests and Levites who 
must be men, three women appear: Jochebed, Elisheba, and the daughter of Putiel. Amran, 
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Moses and Aaron’s father, married Jochebed, his aunt. Though not yet forbidden (Lev. 18:1, 
20:19), this shows “the disgrace of his parents, for the sake of illustrating solely the glory of 
God”, as Calvin said. Moses is not boasting his perfect pedigree, but showcasting God’s grace 
to his sinful family. Elisheba, Aaron’s wife, is the daughter of Amminadab the Judahite, and 
Judah is the kingly tribe. We have a mixing of the tribal groups, and the King of kings and our 
High priest Jesus descended from this family, the lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5; Matt. 1:4). 
Putiel is Eleazar’s wife, the mother of Phinehas, a great hero in Israel. Second, not all these 
priests and Levites were faithful. Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord and the 
fire devoured them (Lev. 10:1-2). God insists those who come near regard Him as holy, and 
after this event priests are forbidden from drinking on the job lest they die (Lev. 10:8-9). Also 
rebellious, Moses’ cousin Korah was not happy with his role, so he attacked Moses and Aaron 
and was swallowed by the earth (v24; Num. 16). Priests are born, not called the way prophets 
are, and in God’s sovereignty, the priesthood was given to the family of Aaron. Third, we see 
the theme of strength and violence connecting Levi to Phinehas. Along with Simeon, Levi 
murdered the Shechemites for the rape of their sister Dinah (Gen. 34). Jacob cursed their 
anger (Gen. 49:5-7). Later when Israel worshiped Baal of Peor and committed sexual 
immorality with the women of Moab, God commanded Moses to instruct the judges to hang 
the offenders. While they were dithering, Zimri the Simeonite took a Midianite woman Cozbi in 
front of everyone and went into the tabernacle to sleep with her. Zimri was a leader and this 
would effectively annul the Aaronic priesthood and transform the worship of Yahweh into the 
idolatry of Baal. Phinehas went after and thrust his javelin through them both, stopping the 
plague that had already killed 24,000 people (Num. 25:1-9). Because “he was zealous with My 
zeal among them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal”, God bestowed 
on him an everlasting priesthood and covenant of peace (Num. 25:11-13). Levi was impulsive 
and vengeful, but God forgave and transformed him. By the sixth generation, Phinehas’ 
strength is used to stop violence, not perpetuate it. This is the legacy of grace. God does not 
permit us to make peace with, embrace, or be complacent about the sins of our family in the 
present or past generations. Pride whitewashes wickedness and rebellion perpetuates it, but 
holiness repents and uses the gifts of God for God.  
 
Promised People 
In Genesis 15, God promised Abraham: “Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; 
you shall be buried at a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete” (vv15-16). Levi’s children make up the first 
generation enslaved in Egypt. Amram, Moses’ father, represents the second generation. Moses, 
Aaron and their cousins are the third. Aaron’s son Eleazar is the fourth who with Joshua will 
enter into Canaan just as God said. This is Moses’ original audience who are being prepared to 
enter the Promise Land. Jesus was born into a troubled family, and He has called a peculiar 
people to Himself: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
peculiar people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
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His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). With all of our oddities and sins, Jesus gathers us together to 
praise Him.   

 


