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Moses goes two steps forward, and now is three steps back. He and Aaron told Pharaoh to let 
Israel go. Rather than listen, he decides the Hebrew slaves will make the same number of bricks 
but without straw, and the Hebrew taskmasters are beaten when they fail. Not only is the 
bondage heavier, the Jews want God to judge Moses for trying to help. Moses cries out and 
asks God to do what He said He would. Yahweh’s response is gracious and sure: “I am Yahweh, 
and I will.”  
 
Why, God?  
Moses returned to the Lord to ask two questions and offer one complaint (v22). Notice he 
doesn’t turn away or against the Lord, but to Him. Faith in God trusts, but faith in God doesn’t 
know. We have to ask, and our questions need to be answerable questions. Real questions can 
be answered whereas doubts are paths into black holes of despair because they aren’t real 
questions. When we turn to God through Scripture, prayer, and people we find answers. Moses 
wants to know why the Lord made things worse for Israel, why He sent him, and follows these 
questions with a statement: “neither have You delivered Your people at all” (v23). Moses 
sounds like Abraham: “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless...?” (Gen. 
15:2); and Job, “Why do you hide your face and count me as your enemy?” (Job. 13:24); and 
David, “Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? Why do You hide in times of trouble?” (Ps. 10:1). 
Scripture schools us that only is this questioning acceptable, it’s necessary for us to learn and 
God to act. God is not a block of wood to assume the best of and quietly ignore, but our Father 
to cast our cares upon. Jesus commands us ask, seek, and knock. It’s not that we want and ask 
for too much, but for way too little.  
 
Yahweh Is & Does 
Yahweh responds to Moses: “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh” (6:1). When God is 
done with Him, Pharaoh will let and even drive Israel out. He answers like only He can, 
bookending and punctuating this speech with “I am Yahweh!” (vv2, 6, 8). He was known as 
God Almighty (El Shaddai) to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of promises who can and 
will do whatever He pleases (Gen. 17:1, 35:11. He established His covenant and promised the 
land of Canaan, and now He has heard Israel’s groaning and will fulfill His promises generations 
later and be known as Yahweh (vv4-5). God isn’t changing, but Israel is growing and learning 
more about Him. A young child knows his parents feed him. When is older he realizes and 
receives a lot more knowledge, wisdom, counsel, and deeper friendship. All of these exist 
earlier in history, and so does Yahweh, the God who fulfills His El Shaddai promises. Seven 
times He says “I will” in the speech He tells Moses to speak to Israel. These can be groups into 
three points.  
 

1. Liberation  The first three “I wills” promise freedom. I will bring you out from 
burdens, rescue you from bondage, and redeem you with an outstretched arm 
(v6). Even though the Hebrews are settled in slavery, Yahweh will set them free. 
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The verb “to redeem” means to bring back to former condition, to buy back what 
was originally one’s own. God acts as their kinsman-redeemer, so He takes 
responsibility and bears the cost to get them out from the burden and injustice of 
slavery. He’ll do it with an outstretched arm.   
 

2. Relationship  The next two “I wills” promise close relationship. “I will take you to 
me as a people” shows God’s desire to bring them to Himself before He brings 
them into Canaan. These children are estranged from Him, but He declares “I will 
be Your God.” This nearness causes them to know Him: “Then you shall know that 
I am Yahweh your God who brings you out….” (v7). This language is similar to that 
used of adoption and marriage in the ancient Near Eastern cultures.  

 
3. Inheritance  In the final “I will” God promises to bring them into the land, 

repeating His oath to the fathers, and concludes with “I am Yahweh” (v8). The 
Hebrews are a people without a land, living among violent and powerful tribes and 
nations. The land means their bondage will not return in a moment, that they can 
worship and flourish as they were made to.   

 
Eyes to See 
God answers Moses’ questions and he delivers the message to the Hebrew overseers. But the 
Lord’s seven “I wills” are met with Israel’s “I won’t” (v9). Their anguish of spirit and cruel 
bondage prevent them from believing. When we let our troubles sit on our faces we become 
deaf to God’s promises and blind to His providence. We have to remember Jesus. He asked 
three times for the cup of suffering to pass from Him (Matt. 26:39, 42, 44). He faithfully cried to 
the Father, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:1)? He turned to God and 
His cry was heard. Yahweh did not leave captive to death but begat Him from the dead and 
declared Him to be His Son with power so that He would inherit all things. Israel would receive 
the Promise Land only to eventually lose it again in exile. But Jesus saved the world and His 
kingdom is coming, even as we suffer faithfully. “What then shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:31-32). 
 
 

 


