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God told Moses He would harden Pharaoh’s heart, and now He does. Not only does 
Pharaoh refuse to let Israel go, he makes life miserable for them as the battle of the gods 
begins.  
 
Lack of Knowledge 
Moses and Aaron tell Pharaoh God commands he let them go to a feast in the wilderness 
(v1). An ancient manuscript from the time of Ramses II says Egyptian slaves were given time 
off to worship their gods. Pharaoh responds, “Who is Yahweh that I should obey His voice 
to let Israel go? I do not know Yahweh, nor will I let Israel go” (v2). It’s likely that Pharaoh 
has heard about the God of the Jews, but he is right that he doesn’t know Him. Being in 
proximity to God via the church, your baptism, education or Bible reading is not enough; 
you must must actively love and trust the Lord. This is why we are exhorted to “grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). To know Him truly is 
to love Him, and true knowledge and love compound one another. Moses has just been 
asking who God is, what’s His name, how will people believe, but Pharaoh’s question is very 
different. Agnosticism is a religious claim not to know. The soft version claims not to know 
but believes knowledge of God is possible. The hardened version believes we cannot know 
God, that if He exists there is no way to find out—an enormous knowledge claim. Pharaoh 
isn’t open to knowing the true God. It’s not a philosophical rejection as a much as one that 
protects his pride and power. They reiterate that God has met with them, and they plead for 
three days to sacrifice in the wilderness lest He fall on them with pestilence or sword (v3). 
Coming off a life-threatening encounter with the Lord, Moses’ warning is simple and factual. 
He knows God’s people will be liberated, and those who reject Him will be left behind. The 
warning to Pharaoh is pure kindness. Hard and insecure hearts will always receive loving 
warnings as threats or attacks, but we know Moses would rather not be there. Pharaoh 
doesn’t know God, but he won’t learn about him or let those who do know Him go to a feast. 
Though the Bible shaped our culture, people today are ignorant and indifferent of how and 
why—they have not read it. Christians must live joyfully and be ready to give an account for 
the hope that is in them and be ready for pushback that as accusatory as it is ignorant. 
 
Lack of Compassion 
Pharaoh goes from ignorant to stubborn to malignant. His rejection of God is irrational and 
leads to the accusation that Moses and Aaron are decreasing productivity (vv4-5). God has 
been gracious and patient, but that same day Pharaoh commands the brick-makers provide 
their own straw while maintaining the same quota of bricks (vv6-9). He has set Hebrew 
officers over the workers, a strategic move to keep the people down, pitted against one 
another. Pharaoh’s Egyptian taskmasters beat the Hebrew officers and the workers for 
failing to do the impossible, and though they complain to Pharaoh, nothing is going to 
change (vv14-19). “Thus says Yahweh” is met with “Thus says Pharaoh” (v10). These 
Egyptians are not intellectually challenged, but they are becoming increasingly morally 
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clueless which obviously impacts policy decisions. Pharaoh could point to charts and 
schedules to blame Moses and Aaron for the loss of prosperity in Egypt due to their words 
and the idea of a three-day feast. But he is the one tanking the economy, the morale of the 
nation, and will soon devastate every family. No doubt he thinks he can turn back, that he’s 
taking these decisions one at a time, but what is happening to him? When people reject God 
and trust in themselves, judicial blindness causes them to embrace oppression and the 
destruction that follows. Individuals, families, tribes, and nations can go this way. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is the source of justice and mercy not just at the individual and spiritual level, 
but societal as well.  
 
Lack of Character 
The Hebrew overseers accuse Moses and Aaron of making them stink before Pharaoh and 
putting a sword in his hand to kill them (vv20-21)! Of course in one sense this is true. Moses 
and Aaron obeyed God, and God just wouldn’t leave the slavery of His people alone, which 
in turn caused Pharaoh to do this. They ought to have been ready: “Beloved, do not think it 
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 4:12-13). It’s not that the Israelites 
don’t believe in Yahweh, but it’s that they haven’t added to their faith: “add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love” (2 
Pet. 1:5-7). They think it’s Moses’ fault when really it’s theirs; their compromises led to this 
situation and God’s plan is their suffering and liberation. Moses is the redeemer, not the 
enslaver. The Hebrew overseers are getting played, and part of the problem is that they are 
on payroll. Similarly, the Nazis put some Jews in charge of labor operations, the Romans 
setup King Herod, and in Jesus’ time many Jews collected Roman taxes. We have good men 
like Obadiah, Matthew, and converted Roman soldiers working in bad systems, and bad 
men like Judas, Ananias, and Benedict Arnold working in good ones. As complicated as this 
can be, once the movement is afoot to end oppression, we as God’s people ought to be 
ready and willing to risk, suffer, and walk away from comfort-bribes offered to us. We are 
currently being bribed by healthcare, education, and welfare to go along with the system. 
“Free” college, “guaranteed” jobs, “safe” shoot-up sights—the list of benefits our statist 
taskmasters are offering us keeps growing. If God is kind to us, He will raise up people who 
confront these evils, and when that happens life will get harder. Life will also get harder as 
we make principled decisions to refuse these bribes now. This is the cost of trusting Christ, 
of believing in and freely worshiping the God of our redemption.  

 


