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God calls us to tasks that overwhelm: “And who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16). 
It’s not the things themselves that hold us back, but our lack of faith. Moses’ own doubts and 
those of the elders are his biggest challenges, but Yahweh is patient with His questions, and 
kind to his cowardice. He equips him to lead Israel out of Egypt. 
 
Everywhere are Signs 
It’s not the Egyptians Moses is worried about, but the unbelief of the elders (v1; cf. v5). 
Leaders ought to find fault first in themselves before they look to their followers because 
there are usually problems at the top. The Lord doesn’t rebuke Moses for this third question 
(3:11, 13) but simply asks, “What is that in your hand?” (v2). He will give Moses three signs 
because by two or three witnesses every matter is established (Deut. 19:15; 2 Cor. 13:1). Signs 
are not random displays of power but specific and symbolic indicators that reveal God’s 
character. Moses’ rod is the tool of a shepherd, but it’s symbolic of the rod Yahweh, used to 
rule over His enemies (Ps. 110:2, 2:9; Rev. 2:27). He has Moses throw it on the ground and it 
becomes a serpent from which Moses flees (v3). He has to grab it by the tail, and it becomes 
a rod again, a convincing sign that Yahweh God of their Fathers appeared to Moses (vv4-5). 
There are lots of snakes in Egypt and Moses knows to grab one by the tail is to provoke it-- an 
act of faith for anyone! Moses can’t grab Pharaoh by the head, but he can walk into Egypt, 
make him mad and ready to strike. The Egyptian cobra symbolized a goddess and was warn 
as a crown by royalty such as on the mask of Tutankhamen’s mummy. When the Lord’s 
people surrender their God-given power and turn to idols they are subject to tyranny and 
bondage.  Only by trusting in God’s might and grabbing that snake will Pharaoh become a tool 
in Moses’ hand, the way Joseph served God as he ruled over all Egypt. Christians in America 
bow down to idols and thus are losing freedom. We have to believe Jesus can reform and 
revive us, but this will mean provoking leviathan and all other idols. For the second sign, God 
tells Moses to put his hand near his chest, and when he pulls it out it’s leprous and white as 
snow (v6). Leprosy was some sort of skin disease and it made someone unclean, unable to 
worship, and in need of purification. God highlights the uncleanness of Israel’s heart. He not 
only has to topple Egyptian idols, He needs to purify His people so they have clean hands and 
clean hearts. Leprosy was widespread in Egypt; Israel would repent and come out forgiven 
and cleansed. If they don’t believe these two signs, the third confirming witness will be turn 
the water of the Nile into blood (v9). God has not forgotten the blood of the baby boys who 
drowned in the Nile (1:22). The Nile was a god to the Egyptians, and along with the sun their 
source of fertility and agriculture. Turning the Nile to blood is killing their god and his 
blessings. It anticipates the first plague. Egypt has become a serpent but Israel will grab it and 
use the rod to prevail. They’ll be convicted that their hearts and hands are corrupt and will 
turn to the Lord for cleansing. They’ll see the power of Yahweh defeat the gods of Egypt 
starting with the Nile.  
 
Here am I, Send Anyone Else 
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After 40 years away, Moses’ Hebrew and Egyptian languages are rusty so he tells God he has 
a heavy tongue (v10). He’s not the man for the job. But I AM made man’s mouth and made 
every ability and inability. He promises to be with Moses to teach him what to say (vv11-12). 
None of these signs or assurances embolden Moses. Rather than keep losing the argument, 
finally he just tells the Lord to send anyone else (v13). Yahweh has been patient to let Moses 
speak, ask, listen, and learn; He is slow to angry, but He does get angry. Rather than consume 
a complaining and disobedient son, He will call Aaron, Moses’ older brother, who is well 
spoken and will rejoice at the opportunity (v14). Moses still has to go and learn from the Lord, 
but then he will teach Aaron what to say (v15). Pharaoh had his spokesmen, so God will 
appoint Moses to be Pharaoh’s equal—a god directing with his own speaker (v16). He’ll take 
the rod and perform the signs (v17). This will be a greater challenge to Pharaoh, a claim to be 
on par. The Lord loves Moses too much to let his fear get in the way of His plans for him and 
Israel through him. God promises to complete the good work He started in you, so you might 
as well come quietly and enjoy it (Phil. 1:6). Jesus tells His disciples not to prepackage their 
answers because like Yahweh with Moses, He would be with them: “Therefore settle it in your 
hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a mouth and 
wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist” (Lk. 21:14-15). In the 
book of Acts, we don’t have reluctant apostles like Moses. It’s not because they’re not 
tempted or because they’re all eloquent (2 Cor. 10:10, 11:6), but because the greater Moses 
has died, risen, and poured His Spirit out upon the church. Jesus Christ was the willing 
prophet who grabbed the serpent knowing He would be bitten and murdered. But by doing 
so He defeated him, cleansed us of all sin, and overcame the power of death. By His stripes 
we are healed.  

 


