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God is the author of deliverance. He comes to “heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord” (Is. 61:1-2; Lk. 4:18-19). In 
this misunderstood passage, Moses becomes God’s instrument to save His people 
even though they reject him.  
 
Coming of Age 
About seventy-five percent of the Bible is in narrative form. Fifteen percent is poetry 
and only ten is didactic, propositional instruction. This means that if you can’t read 
history, you can’t understand the Bible. The whole thing is unified in Christ, and God 
wants us to know what happened and what it means which is why we work 
exegetically through the text. We learn to understand our times, our story, in light of 
His story. When Moses “became great he went out to his brethren and looked at 
their burden”, just like God would shortly (vv11, 25; 3:7). Moses is coming of age, a 
powerful prince in Egypt, now 40 years old, and “it came into his heart to visit his 
brethren” (Acts 7:23). This “visiting” is not a drop-in for milk and cookies but a 
purposeful action to right the wrongs happening to the Israelites (cf. Gen. 50:24). A 
whole generation has passed since Moses was born and the affliction against the 
Jews continues. He comes to a point where he has to take action: “By faith Moses, 
when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures 
of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for 
he looked to the reward” (Heb. 11:24-26). Moses is not condemned for failing to do 
anything yet, but now is the time he must act. He has always been a Hebrew but it 
never cost him anything until he identifies with God’s people. He makes their burden 
his burden. This doesn’t mean he disowns his adoptive mother or hates the 
Egyptians, only that he is willing to forsake the riches and safety of the palace for the 
privilege of suffering for Christ and His justice. This passage highlights the foolish 
brethren and the suffering Moses faces for loving them. But he would rather serve 
the Lord and be counted among His people than keep his head down in Egypt. Do 
people at work and non-Christian friends know you’re a Christian? Do you identify 
with the brethren here at church? Do you apologize for the people of God because 
you are cool-shamed by the world? There are a thousand way to keep you quiet and 
comfortable, but anyone who wants to serve the Lord must be known as His servant.  
 
A Deliverer 
Moses sees an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. He looks around and 
doesn’t see anyone, so he takes action to defend his brother, kills the Egyptian and 
buries him in the sand (vv11-12). The analogy of faith is the trusted method of 
interpreting Scripture in light of Scripture. This protects us from egregious 
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misinterpretation, turning heroes into villains: “Now when he was forty years old, it 
came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel. And seeing one of 
them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck 
down the Egyptian. For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that 
God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand” (Acts 7:24-27). 
We learn nothing from Moses if we’re embarrassed by the defense of the oppressed. 
Moses isn’t flying off the handle in anger. He may well be looking around to see if 
there’s anyone to do justice before he realizes he has to step in (cf. Is. 59:16; 63:5). 
The same word used to describe what the Egyptian does to the Hebrew (“beating”) 
is used for what Moses does to the Egyptian. The Egyptian is not judicially flogging 
and then Moses goes ballistic and cuts his throat. This is lex talionis, an eye for an eye 
in defense of the oppressed, as Stephen tells us. Moses is unequivocally praised in 
Scripture for this action, and the next day when he breaks up a fight between two 
Hebrews, the one in the wrong accuses him through questions about who made him 
judge (“How dare you make peace!”) and whether he would kill him like he did the 
Egyptian (vv13-14). The 6th Commandment forbids murder, the unlawful taking of life 
(Ex. 20:13), and otherwise good men could commit this sin (cf. 1 Kgs. 15:5). But we 
never hear of Moses failing in this way. He acts faithfully supposing the people would 
understand God would deliver them by his hand. Rather than protect Moses, the 
man he saved from murder spreads the word so that Pharaoh hears and tries to 
murder him. Moses flees into the desert, into Midian and sits down by a well (vv14-
15).   
 
Prepared by Rejection 
Where would you be if you walked away from fame and power, risked your life to 
stop murder and end oppression, and had to flee for your life as a result? Good time 
for a fight with some nomadic shepherds at a well? Moses loses both Egypt and Israel 
and is on the run as a fugitive. Israel won’t have justice, so Moses takes it with him, 
defending the priest of Midian’s seven daughters (vv16-17). Moses was saved from 
drowning by the daughter of Levi, by Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought to his people 
by Miriam, the daughter of Levi’s daughter. Now he draws water for seven daughters 
at the well. Like Isaac and Jacob who found beautiful wives at a well, Moses is given 
Zipporah. This is like Joseph marrying an Egyptian girl; she is coming to God rather 
than him going after idols. Jethro is already a God-fearer or likely becoming one. 
They have a son and name him Gershom, from “ger” meaning foreigner, and “sham” 
meaning there. He’s not complaining or self-pitying but naming himself rightly a 
“stranger in a strange land”, one who in another generation would be called out. By 
faith Moses trusts God through rejection and draws living water out of it. Like Israel, 
our problem is not that we wanted saving but God wouldn’t send a savior. Jesus 
came and was rejected by His own people. He died for us anyway and was 
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resurrected by Father. We too will overcome in Jesus as we suffer faithfully like 
Moses did for His name.  

 


