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Pharaoh’s oppression against Israel has failed twice, but that doesn’t stop him from 
trying again (1:22). The Lord is patient with His people and His enemies, and now He 
raises up a savior in the house of the enemy.   
 
A Goodly Child 
The last mention of Levi was Jacob’s curse upon his anger for murdering the 
Shechemites (Gen. 49:5-7). Gods scatters the tribe but also redeems them to be 
priestly servants for His house, beginning with Moses (v1). Pharaoh underestimates 
the daughters of Israel. Shiphrah and Puah deceived Him, and Levi’s daughter is a 
new Eve, deceiving him also. She sees the child is attractive and hides him for three 
months (v2). Why do we have all these details? The tribe, the daughter(s), the 
beautiful child? Because God is exhaustively sovereign and crafting the story in every 
detail to fulfill His promises. Moses almost certainly got this story from his mother 
Jochebed who described what she saw. The point is not that if he was an ugly child 
she would have tossed him in the river! God makes beautiful people because He 
enjoys it and it reflects His glory. The Bible tells us Rebekah was very beautiful, Saul 
was tall and handsome, and David was ruddy, with attractive eyes and a good 
appearance (Gen. 26:7; 1 Sam. 9:2; 1 Sam. 16:12). When Jochebed sees Moses, she 
decides to hide him and that is the right response: “By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful 
child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command” (Heb. 11:23). All parents 
should look at the gifts of their children and courageously take action for their 
blessing, especially when it costs them to do so.  
 
A New Ark 
Three months pass and Moses can’t be hidden anymore so it’s time for judgment and 
deliverance (cf. Gen. 22:4, 42:18; 2 Kgs. 20:8; Est. 5:1; Dan. 1:1; Hos. 6:2; Lk. 24:21, 24:46; 
1 Cor. 15:4). His mother makes an ark (the same word as Noah’s ark and the only 
other time it is used in the Bible), daubs it with pitch, and sets it in the reeds by the 
river’s bank (v3; Gen. 6:14). God used Noah’s ark to bring judgment and salvation, 
recreating the world and delivering His people through water. He’s doing something 
similar. The ark is like a floating tomb (cf. 2 Sam. 22:1-7; Ps. 42:7). Moses is floating on 
the water and if he doesn’t sink, he’s likely to be found and drowned by Egyptians or 
eaten in the reeds by crocodiles. Jochebed and Amran hide Moses by faith and then 
they float him on the Nile by faith. We stand with Miriam afar off to see what will 
happen, hating to watch and unable to look away (v4). We don’t know if it was their 
plan for Pharaoh’s daughter to find him but we do know they were trusting the Lord 
and acting with the kind of wisdom that seems crazy to those without faith. 
Pharaoh’s daughter may be ritually bathing at her regular spot when she sees the ark 
and sends a maid to get it (v5). She opens the ark, sees the baby, hears him weep and 
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has compassion on him, knowing he’s one of the Hebrew’s children (v6). His sister is 
right there with the offer to find a Hebrew nurse “for you”, and so Jochebed gets to 
nurse Moses for wages likely for three or four years (vv7-9). Pharaoh’s daughter is 
like God who hears the cry of His people and looks down on them with compassion 
(cf. 3:7, 9). Unlike the flood that destroyed the world, God brings Moses through the 
waters to save the nation.  
 
Head & Body 
Pharaoh’s daughter adopts and names him Moses which in Egyptian means “son” 
from the word msy, “to be born”, like Ra-meses is “son of Ra” and Thut-mos  is “son of 
the god Thut” (v10; cf. Est. 2:7). In Hebrew it means “drawn out”, the first of 767 
times Moses is named in the Old Testament. Moses is a son of two nations. He will 
learn all the knowledge wisdom of the Egyptians—astronomy, mathematics, 
theology, literature, medicine—in order to rule as a prince. He grows up as the 
grandson of Pharaoh. But really he is a son of God. Moses is a savior, one who will 
deliver his people, and he will go through first what Israel will experience later. He is 
put into the water and delivered out of it. Israel will walk through the Red Sea and 
come out the other side. His household is paid by Pharaoh just as Israel is given 
plunder by the Egyptians in the exodus. He is going to kill an Egyptian, and God is 
going to kill Egyptians in the tenth plague. He is going to be driven out of Pharaoh’s 
house for 40 years, and Israel is going to be driven out of Egypt into the wilderness for 
40 years. All of this looks forward to the Savior, the greater Moses, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Moses was just a servant in God’s house, but Jesus was building the house the 
whole time (Heb. 3:3-6). Mary and Joseph are like Jochebed and Amran, fleeing from 
Herod for the life of Jesus. The wise men from foreign nations brought gifts to Jesus. 
But Jesus does not ultimately avoid an unjust death. He went faithfully into it so you 
and I could be brought of out our slavery to sin and made free to live forevermore. 
He is our head and we follow Him, beholding His beauty, not fearing our enemies, 
but trusting Him to deliver us because God raised Him from the dead. Like Moses, 
like Jesus, we have to refuse to be “to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt; for he looked to the reward” (Heb. 11:25-26).  

 


