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Exodus is about God delivering Israel out of bondage in Egypt. Israel’s exodus is most 
famous event in the Old Testament. Among so many powerful and wonderful stories, 
God climactically delivers His people to make Himself known: “I will get glory over 
Pharaoh and over all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD” (Ex. 
14:4). The Egyptians and Israelites knew Him by His act of deliverance, and so do we.  
 
Covenant People 
Exodus begins with the word “And” (v1). This rarely gets translated, but immediately 
we’re connected to everything that went before. Exodus is the sequel to Genesis, and 
we’re in Egypt because Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery (Gen. 37). God didn’t 
abandon Joseph but delivered him and all of Israel and Egypt through him. These are 
the children of Jacob, 70 households, who came to Egypt (vv1-5). That first 
generation died, but the people multiplied abundant and filled the land (vv6-7). Who 
is first reading this book? Those who descended from the people who came out 
Egypt. That generation died during the 40-year wandering in the wilderness, and 
Moses wrote Exodus to teach those who had never seen these events to know what 
God had done. Look at the grace He has shown our sinful people! This is what we’re 
learning as we read Exodus and teach it to our children. God’s blessing is upon Israel 
so that they were fulfilling the dominion mandate of Genesis 1:28: “Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.” The Lord is not just preserving His people but 
multiplying them, and all the sin from Adam to Jacob doesn’t nullify His promise to 
crush the serpent’s head. Israel is God’s chosen nation open to all who want mercy, 
and no one, including the new Pharaoh, will stop His grace.  
 
The Way of Exodus 
What the cross is to Christians, the exodus is to Jews. In Exodus we learn much of 
what we know about sin, bondage, and salvation. Redemption is like being freed from 
oppressive slavery. Salvation is being saved from Pharaoh’s murderous army. Exodus 
is not just interesting family history, it’s essential to understanding how we should live 
in our time. Moses wrote it to teach generation that would inherit the Promised Land, 
but Paul tells New Testament Gentiles, “I do not want you to be unaware that all our 
fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into 
Moses .… But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were 
scattered in the wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to the intent 
that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become 
idolaters as were some of them” (1 Cor. 10:1-2, 6-7). History doesn’t repeat itself, but 
it does rhyme. All the perennial temptations, sins, and consequences, are laid before 
us in Exodus, “written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have 
come” (1 Cor. 10:11). We have the greater Moses, baptism, communion, and covenant 
community as well as all the idols, mammon, and pornography to scatter our bodies in 
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the wilderness. A new king rules Egypt that doesn’t know Joseph, meaning he either 
doesn’t think Joseph is important or doesn’t know his history (cf. Est. 6:1-3). Either 
way he creates a myth of Hebrew overpopulation and hostility, and responds with 
oppression (vv8-9, 13-14). Israel has done nothing wrong; this persecution is brought 
on by God’s blessing. The people do their best in the circumstances, building Pithom 
and Raamses, and the more Egypt oppresses the more they grow, which only 
increases the hostility (vv11-12). This is what the gospel does. Jesus was lifted up on 
the cross to draw all people to Himself (Jn. 12:32). Those people are freed from sin, 
become fruitful and multiply, passing their faith on to their children, and soon enough 
other people don’t like it and take action, often through government coercion, to 
make it stop. A faithful, conflict-free Christianity does not exist in Egypt or anywhere. 
A little faithfulness brings blessings which then brings persecution. God uses this 
persecution and suffering to increase our love for Him. We are in a time when it’s 
beginning to cost you something to be a Christian. Israel was far from thoroughly 
faithful, but God used them to glorify His name. We need to be inspired by Shiphrah, 
Puah, Moses, and Aaron and embrace the way of Exodus: deliverance through 
suffering. 
 
The Exodus of Jesus 
Exodus is all about Jesus. He is the true Israelite who fulfills the law and is delivered. 
At His birth, Mary and Joseph flee Israel into Egypt because Herod has become a new 
Pharaoh (Matt. 2:12-23). They were “there until the death of Herod, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I 
called My Son”” (Matt. 2:15; Hos. 11:1). When Jesus goes up on the mountain of 
transfiguration and meets Moses and Elijah, He talks to them “about His decease 
[exodus] which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Lk. 9:31). Jesus is there 
shining in the glory of God while He talks to Moses who received the law and Elijah 
who proclaimed it about the greater exodus to come. Peter, James, and John are 
there but can’t understand it because they’re consumed with their own ideas of what 
Jesus is doing (v33; cf. Matt. 16:21-23). Moses freed the people but they fell in the 
wilderness. The generation that entered the Promised Land ultimately died and 
God’s people were eventually taken into exile. But Jesus is the final exodus. He is the 
way out of sin and death, the way (hodos), the truth, and the life, the only way to the 
Father (Jn. 14:6). He didn’t just lead us out of a bad country or physical oppression, 
but gave His own life so that we could go free forever, redeemed from sin and eternal 
death (cf. 2 Pet. 1:15).  

 


