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God gives promises and practices to Christians to bring up their children in the faith 
because He loves us. We are called to believe what God says and then to act on that 
belief, which Scripture describes as “the obedience of faith” (Rom. 1:5). Think of 
Noah building a boat in the middle of nowhere. Think of Abraham leaving Haran and 
Sarah going along with him. Think of Rahab hiding the spies. These are acts of faith in 
the life every parent who must trust God to work in the life of his and her child and 
use us as His instruments. 
 
Covenant Children 
The Lord chooses and sets apart the nation of Israel as a holy people for Himself 
above all the peoples on the face of the earth (v6). This incredible blessing was not 
the result of their number, but because He chose to love them and fulfill the oath He 
swore to their fathers (vv7-8). The immediate temptation of the covenant is pride, 
and pride is the belief that “I deserve this blessing from God. God blesses me not in 
spite of my sin, but because I’m better than that.” Pride begins quietly as presumption 
and in the covenant is revealed in someone who believes they are spiritually upright 
apart from the grace of grace. The ground of this belief can be familial, educational, 
denominational, almost any good thing perverted into a damned thing. The Jews in 
the first century chose the law of Moses and their supposed keeping of it as their 
righteousness, but this was never the case: “For the promise that he would be the heir 
of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and 
the promise made of no effect, because the law brings about wrath; for where there is 
no law there is no transgression.” (Rom. 4:13-15). The law that was supposed to 
convict them of their inherent inability to follow God was used as a tool for believing 
they could do so. We believe “the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
On those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children, to such as keep 
His covenant, and to those who remember His commandments to do them” (Ps. 
103:17-18). It’s His righteousness, not yours. But you are to believe Him, and even this 
belief is a gift so that no one can boast. The children of one Christian parent are holy 
(1 Cor. 7:14), so Christian parents can say with Joshua, “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15).  
 
Discipline 
God gives us His word which is full of truth, promises, encouragement, instruction 
and everything else we need for every good work, including childrearing: “And these 
words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when 
you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as 
a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write 
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them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (Deut. 6:6-9). You raise kids 
by delighting in and applying the goodness, truth, and beauty of God through His 
Bible. You can learn about the truths in Scripture from outside of it, but you do so 
with Scripture as the foundation. Five principles on discipline.  
 

1) Discipline is not punishment. Punishment is a matter of strict justice and ought 
to be blind when meted out. Discipline however seeks to correct the offender, to 
drive out the foolishness that is bound up in the heart of a child (Prov. 22:15). 
Discipline considers the child, the offense, and what works with the goal of 
prompt and cheerful obedience.  
 
2) Discipline may only be faithfully administered by someone who is in a 
spiritually upright state with the child’s best interest in mind (Gal. 6:1-2). An angry 
or annoyed parent is disqualified and must first discipline himself before 
addressing a child.  
 
3) The rod of correction drives out folly (Prov. 22:15). God describes the refusal to 
discipline this way as hatred of the child: “He who spares his rod hates his son, But 
he who loves him disciplines him promptly” (Prov. 13:24; cf. Prov. 23:13). What is 
more important than freeing your kid from the misery of sin and restoring them to 
God and their neighbor?  
 
4) Discipline ought to be brief, painful, and over, followed by the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness (Heb. 12:11). Repentance is as public as the sin was, and once 
forgiven, it’s put away the way God puts ours away—as far as the east is from the 
west (Ps. 103:12). Sometimes privileges might be revoked for a time, but the 
blessed status of a disciplined and repentant child is not. Parents who hold 
grudges or are bitter or rude to their children must seek their forgiveness without 
excuses.  
 
5) Discipline ought to occur in the context of constant love and affirmation even 
in the midst of correction. If affection and encouragement are absent children act 
out for attention because it’s better to be notice for something than nothing. 
Parents and fathers in particular ought to be intentional and disciplined about 
saturating their children with love. This happens with quantity and quality time.   
 
6) Discipline changes with seasons (Prov. 19:18). We ought to be strict with young 
children and much less so with older ones as they love the standard. Honor your 
children with real responsibility, and rejoice in their maturation.   
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The promises and discipline of God are yours because He loves you: “For the Lord 
disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

 


