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Following the wondrous truth of the resurrection Paul dives into the practical 
necessities of ministry. John Frame says theology is the application of God’s 
revelation to all of life. Good theology isn’t like the average new year’s resolution that 
flakes out by January 8th. The gospel is lived out as Paul raises money for the saints in 
Jerusalem and makes plans for ministry.  
 
The Collection 
This is one of the earliest mentions of Christians gathering on the first day of the week 
(v2). To talk about what? The collection. He instructs the to do the same thing he 
told the Galatians to do (v1). Christians gathered on the first day of the week, the 
Lord’s Day when Jesus rose from the dead (cf. Rev. 1:10), and like the Jews did on the 
last day of the week, they celebrated. Sunday is not the junk drawer of the week, the 
day when you do all the things you have to before going to work. It’s the Lord’s Day, 
the first day of the new creation, a day we we are renewed in worship, joy, community, 
song, generosity, feasting, fellowship and fun. Paul doesn’t want a bunch of 
scrambling to get the money together when he arrives, so he says to do it when 
they’re gathered and to pick a guy to take it to the saints in Jerusalem (v3). He might 
go too if it’s fitting (v4). This collection is a big part of Paul’s third missionary journey. 
Jerusalem experienced famine in late 40s and likely had many widows and other 
needy people in the city churches (cf. Acts 6:1). So Paul rallies the brothers—Galatia, 
Macedonia, Achaia—to all contribute (v1; Rom. 15:26). These churches don’t get to 
Facetime each other, but they hear occasional reports through ministers, and perhaps 
some individual travelers, about how one another are doing. And yet they sacrificially 
care for one another. Paul tells the Romans that the Gentiles ought to give materially 
to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem because they were spiritually blessed by them 
(Rom. 15:27). No spiritual favoritism was shown to Jews over Gentiles (cf. Gal. 2:3, 14), 
but there was gratitude for fathers in the faith (Rom. 3:1-2; Gal. 2:9-10). So much 
grace is happening in these “alms and offerings” (Acts 24:17)! The Gentile believers 
are honoring and blessing Jewish believers, the ministry of Paul is flourishing, and the 
name of Jesus is honored among all. But they needed to follow through and actually 
give (2 Cor. 8:10-11). Paul tells them to give as they have prospered (v2). This is not a 
tithe but alms or benevolence giving. There’s no picture of starving children or blood 
on the envelope, and he won’t squeeze them for more when he gets there. The 
brethren in Jerusalem are hungry, so feed them. It worked (Acts 11:28). Giving is 
sowing, so you can’t afford not to (2 Cor. 9:6-9).   
 
Plans & People 
Everyone wants the apostle to come visit, especially insecure churches like Corinth 
that divided into factions (1:12-13). Paul plans to go to them but wants them to know 
about the next step, and that all of this is God-willing (vv5-7). He wants to stay and 
work out the problems he has heard and addressed. If Timothy comes, he wants them 
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to receive him without hesitation because he is equally a minister of the Lord l (v10). 
Timothy was probably in his 20s, but regardless he was not the apostle Paul. They 
must not despise him but they ought to honor and send him on his way to Paul who 
needed him (v12). People serve in different roles in the church but we should never 
despise the less prominent or gifted, but join and help in whatever way we can. This 
has happened in the modern missions movement and as a result the gospel is 
reaching the nations of the world that have not heard about Jesus.   
 
Great & Effective Doors 
The glory of Jesus’ resurrection has always driven believers to share the good news. 
Paul found a great and effective door opening in Ephesus, and with it many 
adversaries (v8). Doesn’t the presence of many adversaries mean the door isn’t 
open? Apparently not. Paul looked a riot and saw opportunity (Acts 19:23-41). Why 
don’t we?  

 

 


