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Epiphany means appearing and refers to the manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles. Jesus was not only the savior of the Jews, but the savior of all the 
nations—the whole world (1 Jn. 2:2). At His birth, Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds, and later the Magi (wise men from the east) all celebrated the 
newborn King. But Luke also draws our attention to Jesus’ inaugural sermon in 
Nazareth, proclaiming the fulfillment of Isaiah’s message.  
 
Good News for the Poor 
Jesus has just overcome the temptations of the devil (4:1-13). He has been 
faithful while alone and weak in the desert, and now He brings God’s 
deliverance. He grew up in Nazareth and it was His custom to read in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath, but this was different. This time He reads to 
announce the Spirit is upon Him and these words are fulfilled (vv16, 20-21). He 
is what Isaiah was talking about. Verses 18-19 quote Isaiah 61:1-2 describing this 
good news to the poor: healing for the brokenhearted, liberty for the captives, 
sight for the blind, and freedom for the oppressed. Isaiah is talking about 
restoration from exile. Not only will God release them from Babylon, He’ll give 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, garments of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness, and they will go back and rebuild their nation (Is. 61:3-4). In Jesus’ 
day, Tiberius is Caesar and Herod governs Israel. When Jesus was born it was 
Herod the Great, a descendent of Edom who murdered family members, taxed 
heavily to build his monuments, and executed all the baby boys two years old 
and younger (Mt. 2:16-18). His son Herod Antipas rules Galilee during Jesus’ 
ministry. He murders John the Baptizer and wants to kill Jesus (Lk. 3:1, 13:31; Mk. 
6:27). Israel is captive in her own land, and Jesus is good news not just for the 
poor in spirit, but for the poor in every way (cf. 6:20). The “acceptable year of 
the Lord” is the year of Jubilee of when every 50 years in Israel all debts would 
be forgiven, bond slaves set free, land returned to those who sold it, and 
oppression repented of (Lev. 25:8-17). Holistic relief, healing, and freedom 
results from the gospel. Jesus also quotes Isaiah 58:6, “To let the oppressed go 
free”, and he insists the kind of fast God requires calls you “to share your bread 
with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; 
when you see the naked, that you cover him” (v7). God calls Israel to keep the 
Sabbath, which means to give rest to others (Is. 58:13-14; Ex. 20:8). The gospel is 
good news in every way, and these gifts are controversial. Only when Jesus 
heals on the Sabbath do the Pharisees start plotting His murder (Lk. 6:11).  
 
 
 
A Full Gospel 
Jesus’ message is going to bring economic, emotional, physical and relief, 
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healing, and blessing. He is also going to cause familial and political upheaval 
(Matt. 10:34-39). If you are against oppression, you have to be against 
oppressors. So far, social gospel people love Jesus and His message in 
Nazareth; they marvel at His gracious words (v22). “Who knew He was so 
poetic?” “Economic relief and freedom from oppression? Yes please.” But then 
He points out that they want to see fancy things like He did in Capernaum, 
which is different than receiving Him as a prophet from God—and no prophet 
is accepted in his own country (vv20-21). He’s just Joseph’s son. Elijah was a 
revered prophet among first century Jews, and Jesus reminds them that during 
the three-and-a-half-year famine, he only went to the Gentile widow of 
Zarephath in Sidon, Jezebel’s country where Baal was worshiped (vv25-26). 
Similarly, there was no leper shortage in Israel during the ministry of Elisha, but 
only Naaman the Syrian was cleansed (v27). Why are these statements so 
infuriating? Here’s Jesus the Nazarene giving them a little history of hard hearts 
in Israel, and they respond by driving Him out of the city in order to throw Him 
off a cliff (vv28-29). It’s because He is calling them to repentance. Jesus came 
to make all of His blessings flow to those who receive Him. How else do we 
receive Him but by repenting and believing in Him? When God’s people turn to 
idols, He provokes them to jealously with another people (Dt. 32:21-22). God 
exposes the hypocrisy of His people. Jesus will visit the blind and broken in 
Israel—lepers, paralytics, tax collectors, even the servant of a Roman centurion 
(Lk. 5:12, 18, 27; 7:3). But He will also provoke the nation to jealousy by calling 
drawing all the Gentiles to Himself. He doesn’t throw earthly blessings at 
anyone; He throws Himself, and with Him all things are added because He is 
abundant life itself. He is the preacher anointed with the power of the Holy 
Spirit and this is His call. Will you receive to Him? Those who receive Him 
become part of His mission to give life in every sense of the word to the world. 
This passage ends with Jesus passing through the midst of the bloodthirsty 
crowd and going His way (v30). His life was His to lay down and His to take up. 
When the work the Father had given Him to do in His ministry was complete, 
He went to the cross willingly to purchase our salvation. He died so that we 
would live in year of the Lord’s favor forever.  
 
  

 


