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Christians are future-oriented. We serve a God who has no problems and only 
plans conceived before the foundation of the world (Is. 46:10; Eph. 1:4). We are 
informed by the past, equipped to live confidently in the present, and look 
forward to the future because the Spirit has been poured out into our hearts. 
New Year’s is not an official church holyday, but it’s good and right for us to 
prepare as a church for A.D. 2018.  
 
Overview of the Text 
Paul finishes explaining justification by faith alone and begins chapter five with 
“Therefore”. Our entire Christian life depends on how we “Therefore”, 
deducing truth and action from the person and work of Jesus Christ. Just like 
Abraham, we are justified by faith, and therefore “we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (v1). This peace is not a subjective feeling, but 
an objective status marking us no longer as enemies, but now as children of 
God (v1). Faith in Jesus provides access to His grace—undeserved favor—and 
grace is something we stand in (v2). Grace is not a puddle beneath our feet, but 
the means by which we stand, like oxygen to the body. Faith allows us not only 
to stand in grace, but to “rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (v2). When God is 
glorified—praised, honored, obeyed, and adored—we flourish (cf. Is. 42:8). 
Even the hope of this happening causes us to rejoice. The hope of God’s glory 
brings us joy, but so do tribulations because they produce perseverance, which 
produces character, and character produces hope (v4). What began with hope 
ends with more hope. The caboose is an improved engine, and Christians know 
the cars that follow the first. This is not all a pipe dream because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (v5). He is a permanent resident 
(2 Cor. 1:22).  
 
The Agenda of Grace 
Grace is not warm and fuzzy feeling or merely an inclination to kindness. Grace 
justifies a sinner, putting him right with God and setting him on a path to ever 
increasing joy and faithfulness through the troubles of life. Look at how active 
grace received by faith is: it stands, rejoices, glories, understands, perseveres, 
sanctifies and hopes. Build any specific resolutions this year on the foundation 
of Christ, around these stated activities of grace. This is how you avoid selfish 
and faddish plans. As Christians we ought to go where the Word tells us go, 
deeper into the foundational things: “He who covers his sins will not prosper, 
But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). If you 
want to prosper, don’t just confess but be sure to forsake sin. It’s easy to flake 
out on a generally positive resolution: “I’d like to contribute more to the 
happiness of others” is immeasurable and flattering. “I will take out the garbage 
every week and stop watching my skuzzy TV show” is specific and courageous.  
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Stand Together  
Like nearly all the books in the New Testament, Romans is written to the 
church and many of the applications should be received with the idea of living 
in covenant community together. Paul describes us together: “we have peace”, 
“we have access”, “we stand, and rejoice”, and “we also glory”. The Church is 
marginalized by Christians today, but in the Bible we are the family of God. 
There was a day when we had the opposite problem. In 1198 Pope Innocent III 
issued Sicut universitatis conditor stating that his authority exceeded the power 
any king like the sun does over the moon. We are brothers and sisters and in 
Christ. We want to love and serve one another and be loved and served by one 
another. In order for this to happen, you need to choose to be part of the 
community: to worship together on Sunday but also to connect during the 
week as you have and make opportunity; to pray regularly for one another; to 
choose to have friends here. We are at the point where few people know 
everyone’s name and it’s possible to slip through the cracks. And it’s always 
possible to stay disconnected from the body of Christ even if you attend 
consistently. We call one another to love not because it makes life easier, but 
because it glorifies God and makes His gospel evident to the world (Jn. 13:35). 
Two practical ways to support the mission of the church: early in 2018 we plan 
to begin small groups; sometime in 2018, we hope to find a bigger place to 
worship.  
 
Glory in Tribulation 
Trials are God’s means of giving you perseverance, character, and hope. Why 
are some Christians so miserable? Because of lack of suffering. Paul suffered 
tribulations in the form of physical violence, but most often he suffered verbal 
attack. Jesus warns us, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so did 
their fathers to the false prophets” (Lk. 6:26). We ought to be attacked and 
slandered as individuals and as a church, and grow as a result. We don’t know 
every trial God will send our way in 2018, but we know His grace will be 
sufficient. We know He is dealing and will deal with our sins, and where sin 
abounds, His grace will abound above and beyond it. Be humbled by where you 
are and emboldened by where God is taking you. “Sing praise to the Lord, you 
saints of His, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.[b] 5 For 
His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a 
night, But joy comes in the morning” (Ps. 30:4-5).   

 


