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The resurrection is not just an important doctrine of the faith, but one that we live in 
light of every day. God weaves the pattern of death and resurrection into creation and 
we get to be part of it as we prepare to be raised incorruptible.  
 
Death First 
Once you believe the resurrection will happen, you want to know how (v35). You can 
disbelieve it and foolishly doubt the power of God, but the one who spoke the universe 
into existence will gather ashes and reassemble bodies from graves (cf. Job 38:1-7). 
This is clear to the believing heart, but what’s visibly obvious is that God brings death 
of the life all the time: “Fool, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies” (v36). You 
don’t bury the whole tree, but “mere grain”, and then God brings the “body” from that 
particular seed (vv37-38). Paul just exhorted the Corinthians to awake to righteousness 
(v34), and while we’re at it we should awake to wonder. Here in the Emerald City we 
see abundant green growth year round that all originated from tiny seeds. Each seed 
produces a different plant, and each humble seed has to “die” and be buried in the 
ground. We even see metamorphosis, where a fuzzy caterpillar becomes a pupa, 
cocoons himself in darkness, and then transforms into a butterfly. Spiritual rot sets in 
when you by observing this process you have explained it. Some people chalk this 
process up to the result of random chance mutations over time, which they never to 
apply to own their thinking since would make it another random mutation and 
therefore not true. There is no necessity that brings a tree loaded with fruit from a tiny 
seed. It’s not like an equation where two plus two must equal four. God does this as He 
pleases (v38). He brings great things from small, life out of death, and glory out of 
humility.  
 
Coming Glory 
We see wonderful differences among living things: men, animals, fish, and birds (v39). 
There are different glories among earthly and heavenly bodies, and also among the sun, 
moon, and stars (vv40-41). God’s infinitude applies to everything about Him. The 
heavens declare the glory of God (Ps. 19:1), and  with 100 billions stars in the Milky Way, 
just one among 10 trillion galaxies, we get a glimpse of His glory. The glories of these 
bodies and the differences between seeds and plants show God’s intention for us in 
the resurrection (v42). Paul highlights three changes between our bodies now and 
those to come:  
 
SOWN   RAISED 
Corruption  Incorruption 
Weakness  Power 
Natural   Spiritual 
 
When God breathed life into Adam, he became a living soul (v45; Gen. 2:7). But when 
Jesus rose from the dead a glorified man with the power of an indestructible life, He 
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became a “life-giving spirit” (v45). A “spiritual body” is not a ghost. The resurrected 
body is more material than we are, an everlasting and immortal body that has 
overcome death. John Newton wrote, “Solid joys and lasting treasure, none but Zion’s 
children know.” We will still be human beings in the resurrection, but instead of winding 
down into death we will be overflowing with life. Adam was made of adamah; Dusty 
was made from dust. But the resurrected Jesus was empowered from heaven (v47). 
Jesus redeemed the old Adamic race by overcoming Satan, sin, and death, and we will 
overcome death also if our faith is in Him (vv48-49). We look back at this time as our 
weakest and most uncoordinated time in the body.  
 
Ready for Harvest 
Death is coming to every descendant of Adam, and the seed of your body will not last 
forever (v50). Some people will be alive when the Lord returns—no “sleep” for them—
but everyone will be raised at the last trumpet (vv51-52). Corruption will put on 
incorruption, mortality immortality, and the glorious promise of Isaiah 25:8 will be 
fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in victory” (v54). God’s promise through Hosea to 
rescue Israel from death will come for all of His people. Death has no sting and the 
grave no victory because Jesus never sinned, fulfilled the law completely, and 
overcame the grave (vv55-56). Paul refers to death as sleep because it’s simply a restful 
absence for believers between departure from earth and resurrected life. Rather than 
living aimless and pointless lives, we are to be steadfast, immovable, and always 
abounding in the Lord’s work because what we do in this life matters (v58). To think 
otherwise is to miss the connection between sowing and reaping. This includes the 
time of or death: “Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better resurrection” (Heb. 11:35). It’s also true of how we live our life: “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (Jn. 12:24-25). We’re not raised to 
eternal life based on how well we live, but we do glorify and enjoy God by dying for Him, 
sowing everything we have knowing He will raise us up.   

 

 


