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Paul has shown that the resurrection of Jesus is historically proven. Multiple 
eyewitness accounts confirmed it. Still, some Corinthians denied the general 
resurrection of the dead (v12). What does that say about Jesus, and about us? Paul 
loads everyone up in the car to drive the length of this argument, but he also pulls a 
U-turn to explain the truth—the death of death is coming.  
 
What if the dead don’t rise?  
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Jesus didn’t rise (v13). The Corinthians 
believed Jesus rose (v11), but couldn’t shake their Platonism when it came to their 
own bodies (v12). Doctrine matters and ideas have consequences. Paul doesn’t say 
that as long as you get Jesus right, whatever else you believe doesn’t really matter. 
Jesus Himself commanded the church to teach all things which He commanded 
(Matt. 28:20). All Christians must be students of the Bible in its entirety, and to limit 
your doctrine to “just Jesus” is to be vulnerable to losing Him, to becoming a 
Christian in name only. If there’s no resurrection, Christ is dead, and both preaching 
and your faith are vain, empty, as hollow as a jug (v14). This makes the apostles into 
liars (v15). He says it again (v16). Not only is faith empty without resurrection, it’s also 
futile and worthless (v17; cf. Tit. 3:9). Faith in dead Christ doesn’t justify, so you are 
still in your sins (v17). Anyone who died a Christian remains dead, and all the false 
hope spoken around gravesides just makes everything that much sadder (vv18-19). 
Paul drives these nails hard and doesn’t give any cheers for religion without truth—
Christians are the most pitiable without resurrection. This is what life outside or with 
a dead Christ is like: without God and without hope in the world. You will go into the 
ground and that’s it. No life, no mercy, and no justice either.  
 
Christ’s Resurrection & Ours 
Jesus rose as the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (v20). Firstfruits are taken 
at the beginning of harvest, which the Jews would offer to the Lord (Lev. 23:10-11). 
Normally the rest of the harvest follows quickly after the firstfruits, but God raised 
Jesus up in the middle of history to bring resurrection life into this age (Jn. 3:36). 
Since man brought death, a new man would have to bring life (v21). Adam plunged us 
into death, but Jesus brought us all into life (v22). We haven’t risen yet, but we look 
forward to the time when we will, and then Jesus will deliver the kingdom to His 
Father, the kingdom the Father granted to Him when He raised Him from the dead 
(vv23-24; Ps. 2:7-10). Before that time, Christ is reigning until His enemies become 
His footstool, which is a quote from Psalm 110:1: “The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My 
right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool” (cf. v25). The last enemy He will 
destroy is death (v26). What other enemies does He have? Tyranny, war, oppression, 
starvation, cancer, natural disasters, and many more. In rapture theology, things go 
from bad to worse and then God sucks His people out of here—the  first enemy to be 
defeated is death. But Jesus is reigning now to overcome all His enemies and will 
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defeat last, at the resurrection of the dead. Paul quotes Psalm 8:6 to point out Jesus 
won’t put the Father beneath Him, but be sure that everything else will be (v27). 
We’re not just talking about sin, but its rampaging effects, including high infant 
mortality rates (Is. 65:20). This will not be accomplished by the social gospel, which is 
no gospel, but by the preaching of the cross of Christ. God will be all in all (v28).  
 
Awake to Righteousness 
Baptism is all about death: “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” (Rom. 6:3). The Jews would wash 
everything that smacked of death as a kind of baptism in order to become ritually 
clean (Num. 19:11-13, 19; cf. Heb. 6:2). Paul isn’t talking about surrogate baptisms for 
unbaptized dead people, but about us who are dead in sin needing to be baptized 
into Christ whose death overcame death (v29). He beat death on behalf of His 
people, which is why we need to be baptized into Him. But if the dead don’t rise, then 
why get baptized? Why fight with unbelievers for the truth if it doesn’t matter? It 
would make more sense to join them in their drunken and gluttonous despair (v32). 
Christians can get really dull and sleepy. Why are the Corinthians so confused? Paul 
planted, Apollos watered, God gave the increase, and then Athena managed the 
field: “Don’t be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits’” (v33). Some 
Corinthians backslid doctrinally because of whom they hung out with, and their lack 
of witness was shameful (v34). God doesn’t want His people on the fringe, half awake 
to the reality of Jesus’ resurrection and have asleep from the opiate of the world. He 
wants us awake to righteousness, to the life of Jesus who beat death and will destroy 
it completely at our resurrection.   

 

 


