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Like Christians in our day, the Corinthians were confused about the resurrection 
(v12). They weren’t denying Jesus’ resurrection but their own, so Paul goes back to 
the gospel—the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus—to argue for the 
necessity of believers’ resurrection and all that it means. And it means everything.  
 
A Saving Gospel 
Paul declares the gospel that he has already preached (v1). Christians never tire of 
hearing and speaking it. It’s still good and it’s still news. He’s not doing this because 
they’re not Christians, but because they are; they received and now stand in the 
gospel (v1). The gospel will also save them as they hold fast to the word in the future, 
unless their current belief is empty (v2). The gospel saves in three tenses: past, 
present, and future. You were chosen by God in Christ before the foundation of the 
world (Eph. 1:4). Jesus died and rose over two millennia ago to secure your salvation 
which you received when you trusted in Christ, whether you remember that point in 
time or not. That same gospel holds you now in the present and is saving you as your 
sins are forgiven and your life conformed to the will of Jesus. God takes us from 
different places, but He is at work in all of His children through the Holy Spirit. We 
shouldn’t be unsettled by hearing “unless you believed in vain”, but encouraged that 
God will complete the good work He began in us. You check the foundation of your 
house occasionally to make sure it’s solid so you can live in peace. If the house of 
your life has moved, fix it by repenting and believing.  
 
A Proven Gospel 
Paul delivered what God sent, and it’s of first importance (v3). Jaroslav Pelikan said, 
"If Christ is risen, then nothing else matters. And if Christ is not risen, then nothing 
else matters." This is the most important thing on which everything depends. 
Without it we are still in our sins and nothing matters (v17), and it’s remarkable how 
often these central elements are forgotten or left out of Christian witness. He first 
that “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (v4). Jesus is not an idea or 
philosophy, but a person who lived and died. The gospel is historical. Jesus was 
mocked, beaten, scourged, and crucified like the criminals on either side of Him, a 
technique perfected by the Romans to humiliate enemies of the state. A solider 
stabbed Him with a spear to make sure He was dead (Jn. 19:34). The wages of sin is 
death, so if Christ was going pay for our sins, He had to die (Rom. 6:23). God can’t be 
just if He doesn’t enforce justice. Without the shedding of blood there is no 
remission of sin (Heb. 9:22). But everyone dies, so how does Jesus’ death 2000 years 
ago pay for our sin? It pays for it because He is a new Adam, a federal representative 
of His people (Rom. 5:12, 18-19; 1 Cor. 15:22). The Scriptures taught and predicted our 
need for a substitute from the first animals killed to cover Adam and Eve, to the 
blood of bulls and goats in the sacrificial system, to Isaiah prophesying of the sin-
bearing servant who would be despised, rejected, bear our grief, carry our sorrows, be 
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wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, make His grave with the 
rich, and by His stripes heal us (53:4-9). Jesus died and was buried, and then rose on 
the third day according to the Scriptures (v4). Unlike anyone who ever lived, taught, 
wrote, traveled, or preached, or founded a religion, Jesus conquered death. Psalm 
16:10 says God would not leave His soul in Sheol or let His holy one see corruption. 
The disciples were slow to believe, so He appeared many times to many people. Paul 
mentions Cephas—Peter who denied Him three times (v5; cf. Lk. 24:34), then the 
twelve, then over 500 at once, then James, then all the apostles, and then last of all to 
Paul who was born out of due time (vv5-7). The point here is not that Jesus loves 
cameo appearances, but that there were hundreds of eyewitnesses to His 
resurrected self. Most of them were still alive, so the Corinthians could go ask them. 
At the cross we have Christians scattered and miserable, unbelieving and despairing. 
After the resurrection we have Christians gathering as they begin to understand the 
good news that Christ has conquered sin and death and saved the world. Only the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus can explain what happened to the Church.  
 
A Gracious Gospel 
Paul was on the way to Damascus to seize and murder Christians when Christ 
appeared and knocked him down (Acts 9:1-4). He didn’t become a Christian at the 
right time, but after he had the blood of Christians on his hands. Who takes the anti-
apostle and makes him an apostle (v9)? Three times in verse 10 Paul names the grace 
of God as responsible for all of this. When you think of grace, don’t just think of 
niceness, like morning dew. Think of God coming on a storm to level ramshackle 
humanity and rebuild a glorious city in its place. Paul is not worthy, but grace makes 
him what he is and causes him to be more fruitful than all the other apostles—and 
that fruitfulness is grace, too (v10). The gospel is grace, conversion is grace, and 
obedience is grace. It’s all grace, and this allows Paul to see this and therefore not be 
destroyed by pride. The greatest apostle knows it and knows it’s God’s undeserved 
kindness that makes it so. We have done nothing to deserve the gospel and it doesn’t 
matter who preached it or when (v11). Jesus rose, and we believe.   

 

 


