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Does it really matter how we worship God? Isn’t order and formality in the service 
constraining and legalistic since what matters is our hearts? Paul concludes a long 
discussion about worship by saying God commands things be done properly and in 
order (vv37, 40). The result is the whole church edified, a fire on the altar.  
 
Not Confusion, But Peace 
Paul has taught a lot of principles, but what do they look like in the worship service 
(v26)? The Bible doesn’t give us only principles but also specific methods. Everyone 
in Corinth is excited to come to church with a psalm, teaching, something in a foreign 
language, a revelation, or an interpretation to share, but everything must be done to 
build up the whole body (v26). If people have something to say in a foreign language, 
it can be done one at a time with an interpreter, and then only two or three at the 
most (vv27-28). Similar rules apply to prophets whose words ought to be evaluated 
(v29). One person might normally prophesy, but this shouldn’t prohibit someone else 
from stepping in (v30). Welcoming the gifts in the body this way results in everyone 
learning and being encouraged since everyone is paying attention (v31). The 
prophets don’t come under an uncontrollable force to speak; they govern 
themselves, so speaking in turn or not at all is no problem (v32). God is the author of 
peace, not confusion, and this order was not just for Corinth but marked all the New 
Testament churches (v33). Lord’s Day worship is central to the health and growth of 
the Church and every Christian in it.  
 
Women in Worship 
Unlike cowardly pastors and teachers today, Paul is not afraid to teach what God 
says about men and women. Some would remove this whole section from the Bible, 
but most conservative evangelicals simply explain it away. Paul isn’t requiring women 
to not talk at all in a service, as he just required them to pray or prophesy with heads 
covered (11:5). He is also not talking about merely a culturally-contained issue in 
Corinth when he says women are not to speak, because says the law teaches the 
same thing (v34). Jesus and the apostles were glad to break the misogynistic customs 
of their culture (Jn. 4:9, 27; Lk. 24:10). Paul gives similar instructions to Timothy: “Let 
a woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach 
or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was formed first, then 
Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression” (1 Tim. 2:11-14). The biblical office of elder is limited to men, and Paul 
wants called and ordained men to be leading in the church just like Jesus established 
with the apostles (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9). He doesn’t want a discussion breaking out 
in the worship service that gives the appearance that women are ruling the church, so 
he directs them to ask their husbands at home rather than cause shame (v35). In 
Genesis 3:16, Eve is told her sinful desire will be to rule over her husband, so Paul 
wants Christian wives to honor their husbands. This does not mean men can’t learn 
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from women, or that women are unimportant or uninvolved in Christian ministry. 
Priscilla and Aquila correct Apollos (Acts 18:26); Chloe and Lydia host churches in 
their houses (1 Cor. 1:11; Acts 16:40); Euodia and Synteche labor with Paul in the 
gospel (Phil. 4:3). And none of this changes what Paul has said about women being 
the glory of mankind (11:7). The Bible is against misogyny and egalitarianism, against 
the idea that men are better than women and the idea that men and women have to 
function the same way in order to be equals. Men are not worse than women 
because they can’t do what women can, nor vice versa. Paul says effeminate men will 
not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9). They should lead in the church and labor 
in Word and doctrine to be able to answer godly wives. And godly wives should 
respect them to do so. Do not be ashamed of Jesus and His words (Lk. 9:26).  
 
Under Authority 
Paul’s tone is sharp: did you produce the Word of God? Or did it come only to you for 
your privileged interpretation (v36)? The liturgical inventions in Corinth were not 
good. The Church is under the authority of the Word, not alongside and certainly not 
above it. The prophetic and spiritual person would be the first to identify Paul’s 
words as coming from the Lord because Jesus’ sheep hear His voice (v37; Jn. 10:16). 
Paul knows he is writing Scripture, and anyone who doesn’t receive him should be 
treated as ignorant—certainly not a credible teacher of Scripture (v38). His wisdom 
for worship doesn’t squelch the gifts. We want to know the Bible and see the Spirit 
equip people for teaching and languages (v39). We bring everything we have into 
worship, marshaled to glorify God and bless the body (v40).  
 

 

 


