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In His earthly ministry Jesus lived and worked by the power of the Holy Spirit. After 
completing His work on the cross He ascended into heaven and poured out the Holy 
Spirit upon the church, gifting individuals with specific gifts so that we can do the 
work of ministry and grow into the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:10-13). Paul teaches us to 
understand and exercise our spiritual gifts.   
 
Speaking of Jesus 
As Gentiles the Corinthians were carried away by mute idols regardless of which 
one(s) they followed (v2). The idols of false religions have demonic powers behind 
them (10:20) but this doesn’t change the fact that graven images can’t speak or hear. 
The second commandment forbids bowing down to manmade images whether 
carved of marble or out of our desires for sex, money, or power. Even a faithful Jew 
from birth in Paul’s day would remember Israel’s idolatry throughout history (cf. Ex. 
32). We were led by these things, and while this doesn’t excuse us it does highlight 
the radical freedom we exercise when confessing Jesus is Lord. No one with the 
Spirit calls Jesus anathema, and no one confesses He is Lord except by the work of 
the Spirit. How do you know the Spirit lives in you? Because you believe He is God 
and is good. What we think about Jesus reveals whether we have the Holy Spirit. This 
is a wonderful assurance of salvation to those who doubt their faith, and a way to 
discern whether someone understands the gospel. “But who do you say that I am?” 
(Matt. 16:15).  
 
Gifts From One 
Paul explains the Trinitarian source of the gifts in verses 4-6:  
 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
There are diversities of ministries, but the same Lord. 
There are diversities of activities, but the same God who works all in all. 

 
The Spirit, Son, and Father, three in one, are at work in every believer in different 
ways. Paul just got done explaining how we discern the body of Christ in one another 
rather causing strife at the Lord’s Supper. Our identity is based on what we’ve been 
given and not what we’ve earned or are owed. “What do you have that you did not 
receive?” (1 Cor. 4:7). The Holy Spirit reveals Himself in the gifts given to each for the 
benefit of all (v7). It’s not a question of whether someone is gifted by God to be a 
blessing to the church, but only how. This means if we are paying attention in the 
church we see the work of God everywhere.  Seeing the Him in your neighbor not 
only mortifies all pride and envy, it makes you want to see them maximize their 
potential (cf. 2 Tim. 1:6).  
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Gifts For All 
Paul doesn’t give an exhaustive list of the gifts of the Spirit, but these are some of the 
gifts that different individuals have in different proportions. The one with the word of 
wisdom has the ability to understand and apply the truth, communicating truth 
clearly and winsomely. This is the friend who helps you navigate through difficult 
circumstances. Those with this gift should steep themselves in the wisdom 
literature—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and  Song of Songs. The word of 
knowledge is given to those who understand God and mankind, and love to learn. 
This gift is not necessarily tied to soaring intellect but to devotion to God (Prov. 1:7). 
Every Christian has been given faith—trust in Christ for the forgiveness of sins. But 
the gift of faith is an extraordinary trust that magnifies what God can and will do. 
Jesus remarks on the power of faith even the size of a mustard seed to move a 
mountain (Matt. 17:20). The litany of faith in Hebrews 11 shows us the strength of this 
gift. When we come to gifts of healings it’s important to remember God’s gifting 
differs from one time period to another. In 430 B.C. Malachi closes out the Old 
Testament with a promise that God would sent Elijah the prophet (Mal. 4:5-6). Over 
400 years later, John the Baptizer showed up as a new Elijah commanding in Israel to 
repent (Lk. 1:17). We have no Scripture being written during those years, nor do we 
since the close of the New Testament (cf. Rev. 22:18). The signs of an apostles 
included signs, wonders, and mighty deeds, and they provided the foundation of the 
church that we are no longer pouring (cf. 2 Cor. 12:12; Mk. 16:17; Acts 13:11; Eph. 2:20). 
God certainly heals people miraculously today and uses our prayers to do so, but we 
don’t see people exercising this gift the way Peter did (Acts 3:6). What we do see is 
people called into the discipline of medicine that has increased our lifespans 
significantly. Similarly, God does miracles, and is free to do as He pleases, but the 
church is not lacking because we don’t possess this gift identically as in the days of 
the early church. Prophecy refers to proclaiming the truth of Scripture and its 
application. Tongues or languages was the ability to proclaim the gospel in a different 
language or interpret that language for others. While this happened miraculously at 
Pentecost, today we have thousands of missionaries working for organizations like 
Wycliffe and Training Leaders International translating the Bible into languages for 
people who have never read Scripture. We find our gifts by looking at our abilities, 
considering what we desire to do, and then finding opportunities to exercise them. 
Appreciate and admire the gifts of others, but receive the love of God and purpose 
He has for you to bless His people with your gifts. He gives good things to you as He 
pleases (v11).   
 

 

 


