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Corinth was an ancient city famous for sexual immorality and debauchery, and 
Christians there were called to be in the city, but not of it. They were to love non-
Christians while striving for holiness in the church. Paul instructs the church in 
Corinth to discipline themselves in order to love God and be a gracious witness to 
the world.  
 
Thou Shalt Judge 
Paul is taken aback at the report about a man involved sexually with his father’s wife 
(v1). The church is so confused that they are proud to tolerate this perversion rather 
than mourning and correcting it (v2). The facts are not disputed, so Paul doesn’t 
even need to hear the case in order to judge (v3). When they are gathered together 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ they are to deliver the unrepentant sinner to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, with the hope that he would ultimately be 
saved (vv4-5). The hope of excommunication is that person will come back to Christ. 
Just as a father who “spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines 
him promptly” (Prov. 13:24), so a church that will not discipline a rebellious person 
hates him regardless of the sentimental reasons for withholding correction. Church 
discipline doesn’t estrange anyone from Christ; it simply makes the statement that he 
is far away already, and pleads for him to come home. You can’t have fellowship with 
someone who calls himself a Christian but is committed to be out of fellowship with 
Christ by their lifestyle (v11). Excommunication is the last step of a patient and 
forgiving effort to bring someone back to Christ.  
 
The Plank-Speck Problem 
But what about Thou shalt not judge!? In Matthew 7:1-5 Jesus teaches against 
hypocrisy, trying to get the dust out of your neighbor’s eye while leaving the 2x4 in 
yours. The conclusion is not do not judge, but repent of hypocrisy in order to help: 
“Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck from your brother’s eye” (v5). Paul warns the church that if 
tolerated, this behavior will spread like leaven through the lump (v6).  Sexual sin is 
not okay because we have two (or more) consenting adults. It’s biblically defined, 
and the issue is which direction is a person going. We are a hospital for sinners, not a 
hotel for perfect saints, so everyone who wants to heal and grow in grace, cleansed 
by Christ our Passover, is welcome (v7). We take all refugees from the world, but no 
apostles (Ps. 138:6). So church discipline loves the sinner and calls him back to Christ, 
but it also purifies the church, warning the faithful. It’s sobering, but this is how we 
keep feast, not with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth (v8). The life of the church is festal, and by following 
Jesus humbly, the feast cannot be ruined.   
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In the World, But Not of It 
It’s a false view that if a church disciplines it will turn into a holy huddle, afraid to 
touch anything and anyone outside its walls. In his earlier letter Paul did not tell them 
to separate from sexually immoral people in the world, or any other type of sinner 
(v10). To try to separate from people who sin in these ways would be to leave the 
world. We have no business judging people outside the church (v12). “Judging” in this 
context means insisting someone stop doing something or else we’ll declare them 
non-Christians and change the relationship. If you’re not a Christian, God will judge 
you, not us, and we offer the good news of the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 
(v13). Evangelism is sharing the gospel, not moral conformity apart from it. This letter 
is full of questions about how believers interact with non-Christian people and 
practices. The general answer is the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. 
Christians should have non-Christian friends and a church to invite them where life is 
different because of the love of God. Not only will Christians live and work and 
interact outside the church with non-Christians, but as a result of this non-Christians 
will visit the worship service (1 Cor. 14:23). Notice the total impact of the gospel in a 
Christian’s life (v11). Jesus transforms the sexual ethics and habits of His people. He 
frees us from focus and obsession with possessions. He topples all idols who promise 
what they can’t deliver. He quenches filthy and attacking words, strife that dominates 
the old man. He fills us with the Holy Spirit of self-control rather than drunken 
sadness and foolishness. He replaces greed and manipulation with gratitude, 
generosity, and honesty (v11). God calls Christians to put these things away and go 
out into a world with the good news that they can be put away.  

 


