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We are to be single-minded in our devotion to God. It’s all about Him, and this is the 
most liberating thing in the world. Every other god is unworthy and leads us to misery 
and destruction. But how does a Christian stay focused while so many things, even 
our own hearts, vie for our affection?  
 
Servants & Stewards 
Paul wants the Corinthians to think of him, Apollos, and Cephas as servants and 
stewards (v1). The word for servants is only used here, and originally referred to slaves 
who rowed on the lowest deck of a trireme—not the most glamorous work. A 
steward is a person who has responsibility over another’s possessions or household, 
and he will give an account for how he manages (v2). He is still a servant to his 
master, but to the household he is an overseer. A servant doesn’t answer to other 
servants, so Paul is not concerned about how the Corinthians or anyone might judge 
him; he doesn’t even care how he thinks he is doing (3)! He knows of no problems 
with the way he has conducted himself, but even this is not the ground of his 
justification: “He who judges me is the Lord” (v4). This is not radical individualism 
where someone assumes they are right by definition and therefore not to be 
challenged. Paul is challenging the Corinthians and later will demand they judge other 
Christians (cf. 5:1, 12-13). This is about unimportant differences that they were 
dividing over within the church. Paul thinks of himself and fellow ministers as 
servants and stewards, which frees him from the condemnation of others and even 
his own introspection. Pride either exalts yourself in praise or wallows yourself in pity. 
Knowing you are a servant and steward focuses your attention on the master and the 
work. God will expose, justify, and praise when all is said and done, so we should lay 
off (v5).   
 
All is Received  
Paul uses himself and Apollos as an example, but it’s a lesson for the whole church 
(v6). He and Apollos don’t have a problem with each other or the Corinthians, so 
where did divisions come from (v7)? He wants them to stop arguing the point and 
start thinking about why they’re arguing in the first place. Who said that was okay? 
The Corinthians were driving the wedge between themselves, whereas they should 
have learned from Paul and Apollos “not to go beyond what is written.” Where 
there’s no scriptural foundation for conflict, love should cover and move on (1 Pet. 
4:8; Matt. 18:15-20). It’s entirely possible that Paul and Apollos had minor differences, 
but we don’t  know because they weren’t even worth discussing. Scripture teaches us 
what’s important and what’s not. We can learn from it with hearts that can answer 
these questions: what do you have that you didn’t receive? Now if you did indeed 
receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? James says that all fights 
and wars come from our desires to possess (Jms. 4:1-2). The end of conflicts and 
wars is knowing that everything you have is given by God, and being grateful to Him.  
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Apostolic Example 
The Corinthians were full of themselves, spiritually rich, reigning without their leaders 
(v8). Paul points out this irony to make fun of them in love. Those who take God and 
not themselves seriously can laugh at their own follies. Contrary to the Corinthians’ 
boasting and high view of themselves, he thinks God put the apostles in the caboose 
of earthly glory (v9). They’re like men on death row, on display for everyone to see. 
When Roman armies would go off to battle and return victorious, they would parade 
through the city. At the end of the procession were the booty and conquered people, 
a spectacle of triumph and power over the losers who dared to confront the empire. 
The people would then be taken as slaves or executed. God displays the apostles this 
way. The Corinthians wanted to be seen as wise, strong, and distinguished. But the 
apostles were foolish, weak, dishonored, hungry, thirsty, ragged, beaten and homeless 
(vv10-11). This is exactly what God intended. The people in the back of the 
procession or those in the gladiatorial games are supposed to fight back in kind. This 
is how the Hunger Games also work. The world does this so you will play by their 
rules: you are hated, therefore you hate. But the apostles imitated the Lord Jesus and 
when they were reviled, they blessed; when persecuted, they endured; and when 
slandered, they encouraged (vv12-13). When the people being attacked and reviled 
love and bless their enemies, the game is up. This is how God’s love, His gospel, is 
revealed. The apostles loved Him and His truth more than anything, even as they 
were called the scum of the earth. They had an audience of one and turned the world 
upside down.   

 


