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The resurrection of Jesus is the culmination of His miraculous ministry. Jesus died 
countless wonders but without this one, we would still be in our sins (1 Cor. 15:17). The 
resurrection means not only are our sins are forgiven, but that resurrection life, which 
the Jews expected to happen at the end of history, has broken into the middle of it. 
Christ has risen, and this changes everything.  
 
Many Witnesses 
The Bible portrays the early Christians as clueless about Jesus’ resurrection. We’re here 
celebrating the best part of the story, and it’s the one where no one knows what’s going 
on. The women who went to the womb were coming to take care of a rotting corpse 
when they found the stone rolled away (vv1-2). This was confusing, and not until the 
angels reminded them of Jesus’ words did it even occur to them what had happened 
(vv4-7). Luke tells us twice that Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James 
and other women—people who knew Jesus and were responsible followers—went and 
told the apostles who thought it was nonsense (vv9-11). Peter got up and ran there to 
see for himself (v12). Jesus went to Emmaus with two disciples and revealed Himself 
later to the eleven, and still they were incredulous (v41). Paul refers to Jesus appearing 
to Cephas, the twelve, and then over 500 people at once, most of whom were still alive 
when he wrote this in 55 AD (1 Cor. 15:5-6). The Bible itself shows how singular and 
unbelievable this event was. In the same way that Joseph didn’t believe in virgin 
conceptions, the apostles didn’t believe in Jesus’ resurrection at that time. Even the 
Jews who believed in final resurrection and had heard Jesus predicting His resurrection 
were baffled by it. This is why the New Testament writers are constantly referring to 
eyewitnesses (e.g. Lk. 1:2). These writings are an invitation to the reader to investigate 
by asking someone who saw Him. The unbeliever has to make sense of a group of 
people going from cowardly and defeated to bold and victorious. How do we explain 
the Christian church apart from the bodily resurrection of Jesus? And if the early 
Christians were lying about it, why didn’t they do a better job?  
 
The Body of Jesus 
One way people deny the resurrection is by saying that Jesus was such an inspiring 
figure that the apostles felt His presence among them after His death. It was like He had 
come back from the dead, and His influence continued such that His bodily 
resurrection is irrelevant. They say it’s the ideas that matter, and the ideas of all religions 
are basically the same. This argument completely ignores the context of the first 
century and Second Temple Judaism, and as we’ve seen, it contradicts the historical 
and doctrinal accounts of the New Testament. Jesus’ post-death appearances were 
not like finding Waldo for a moment and then losing him. He is known in the breaking 
of bread (v35). He has conversations. He spends time with people. He says “Peace” and 
addresses their fear of Him being a spirit, inviting them to touch His hands and feet, 
flesh and bones (vv36-40). Jesus takes pains to make Himself bodily known, and the 
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apostles are not the only ones with slow hearts. Resurrected bodies are still bodies that 
get hungry, so Jesus asks for some food and eats broiled fish and honeycomb right in 
front of them (vv41-43). What does apostolic snack time have to do with the gospel? 
Luke is telling us that Jesus is still a man, that He redeemed our bodies, and that the 
resurrection life of His kingdom is here. This is why it’s important to eat and drink to the 
glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). We spend a lot of time eating, and mothers especially spend 
a lot of time feeding others, which is a redeemed, holy, and Christ-ministering activity.  
How would the disciple feel about the food he made had he known Jesus was coming 
to lunch? We serve Christ with our bodies: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2). Paul’s final statement in the longest 
discussion of the resurrection is that your earthly work offered to Lord is not vain (1 Cor. 
15:58). God’s kingdom didn’t fall off the earth in Jesus death. It came in fullness in His 
resurrection.  
 
Resurrection & Mission 
After eating with the disciples Jesus explains how everything that had just taken place 
fulfilled what was written about Him in Moses, the prophets, and Psalms (vv44-45). If 
the resurrection was about going to heaven when we die, He could have wrapped it up: 
“Good talk. See you in heaven real soon.” Instead, they get their marching orders: start 
in Jerusalem and take this message to the nations (vv46-48)! And don’t worry, the Holy 
Spirit is coming to help (v49). Heaven is part of the discussion because Christ has 
inaugurated the new heavens and the new earth (Is. 65:17-20). The disciples preached 
the resurrection so emphatically that they were misunderstood as preaching about two 
new gods, Jesus and Anastasia (Acts 17:18). Modern Christians focus on the proofs of 
Jesus’ resurrection which has it’s place, b0ut we should not leave out the things that 
the resurrection itself proves: God is calling everyone to repent and believe in Jesus now 
because He has raised Jesus from the dead (Acts 17:30-31). The Father declared Jesus 
to be the Sond of God with power by the resurrection (Rom. 1:4). Christ is risen indeed!  
 
  

 


