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A multitude welcomes Jesus as king into Jerusalem, but only later will the disciples 

understand what He was doing. Jesus set His face like flint to go to Jerusalem to die in 

order to conquer death forever. His sacrifice and His courage are ours.  

 

Shouts Out 

Word got out that Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, and when the Passover 

crowd heard Jesus was coming, they go out to meet Him with palm branches, quoting 

Psalm 118:25-

 (v13). The Pharisees want them to shut up, but Jesus says if they did, 

the stones would cry out (Lk. 19:39-40). As king David, Jesus mounts a donkey and 

rides like royalty into the city (v15; Zech. 9:9). There were many times that Jesus fled 

crowds, silenced those he healed, and prevented his enemies from seizing Him, but 

now His identity is stunningly revealed. We tend to think Jesus is meek and mild, but 

He is meek before God and mighty before men. The crowd is the same way. They saw 

him call Lazarus out of the tomb and therefore bore witness, the whining of the 

Pharisees notwithstanding (vv17-19). How is it that the crowds of Palm Sunday have 

more bold  than much of the church does today 2000 

years after it? We should not be dumber than rocks.  

 

The Madness of Crowds 

The crowd of Palm Sunday is not the crowd of good Friday that shouts 

The crowd and the disciples were immature and weak, but not treacherous. If Jesus 

could raise Lazarus from the dead, surely He could defeat the Romans and their 

puppet king. The disciples thought He could pull of a political coup, while the 

Pharisees and Sadducees thought His rebellion would be crushed and they would also 

suffer the consequences (Jn. 11:48). This crowd is right that Jesus is King, but they 

for us. His whole life is dedicated to God as a true human being including His birth, 

adolescence, baptism, temptation, vocation, and here at His coronation dead-man 

walk. Not only His death on 

the cr

the King who got it right on our behalf. He 

betray His bride, and He The  

(and the Pharisees had no idea how the world really would follow Him v19), but they 

understood after it was written down 

We have to understand Jesus came to destroy death once and for all 

by going through it Himself. By becoming sin, He defeated it. He lived and died on our 

behalf, so that we could really live.  

 

 

Life from Death 
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The Greeks at Passover told Philip they wanted to see Jesus, and Jesus opens the 

invitation wide to all who would see. He is about to be glorified, and as that seed goes 

into ground, a great crop will result (vv23-24). To love your life selfishly is to lose it, 

and to hate it is to keep it for eternity (v25). No one can see what Jesus is doing, but 

He tells them how to se If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, 

there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor

The only way to see Jesus is to serve Him, to hate everything in your life 

honor Him, to die to yourself knowing the Father will honor you because Jesus died 

for you. There is no safe alternative. To not go into the ground is to remain alone, 

 just shout the right 

things when Jesus walks by, but believing what He did, follow Him, take up your cross 

daily (Lk. 9:23), and cast your life into the ground trusting Him to raise you up. He will 

be with you.  

 


