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God’s people have been delivered from their enemies, saved from the death, and now 
it’s time to celebrate. The result of God’s deliverance is always celebration, and 
biblical celebration is full of meaning, joy, and generosity, with nothing to regret. Purim 
is established to remember year after year what God did for His people.   
 
A New Holiday 
Mordecai wrote the decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves (8:10). Now he 
writes a very different letter. He tells the Jews in every province near and far to 
establish an annual celebration on the fourteenth and fifteenth day of Adar to 
remember the change from sorrow to joy, from mourning to a holiday (vv20-22). 
Holidays are holy days, and if we’re going to remember what God has done, we have 
to mark it on the calendar and in our lives. The Jews would send portions (cf. Ps. 16:5) 
to one another and gifts to the poor. What does this have to do with deliverance? God 
spared their lives, and instead of the lot that Haman cast for them, God had other 
plans (vv24-25). When God gives you an undeserved lot and a generous portion, you 
naturally imitate Him and give to others. If God blessed me through Esther, then 
maybe He can bless you through me. The Jews took the Persian word Pur, added the 
plural suffix im, and called this holiday Purim, which in English we would call Dice. This 
is sort of like our naming of Easter. Pagans worshipped Eostre, but since Christ rose 
from the dead, Christians celebrate that on Easter. The law of the Medes and Persians 
was famous for being strict and permanent. The law that the Jews imposed “upon 
themselves and their descendants and all who would join them, that without family 
they should celebrate these two days every two years…throughout every generation, 
every family, every province, and every city, that these days of Purim should not fail to 
be observed among the Jews, and that the memory of them should not perish among 
their descendants” (vv27-28). What is being a Christian like? Parties are mandated 
and no one is left out. Too often holidays either revolve exclusively around children 
(as if they are the reason for them), or they are excluded while adults act foolishly. 
God gathers us all to celebrate what He has done for us all. The gift results in even 
more gratitude to Him and anticipation to do it again next year.  
 
Esther & Mordecai 
Who is the main character of Esther? If we are counting words, Esther is named 55 
times and Mordecai 52. The author shows their complementary partnership, both 
using their gifts to bring about God’s deliverance. Esther is a new Deborah who writes 
“with full authority” (v29). She doesn’t have a great marriage, nor is she a mother that 
we know of, but her service to God and His people is remarkable. God uses everyone 
who loves and follows Him right where they are to further His kingdom. Mordecai is 
not a priest or elder in Israel, but he does his job in the citadel, loves his people, raises 
his cousin to have faith and courage, and ends up changing the world. The decree of 
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Esther confirms the Purim celebration, and it’s written down so we can read it (v32). 
Purim is an invented holiday added to the ones God explicitly delivered to Israel (Lev. 
23). We have the same freedom to mark time in our lives and leave a legacy like Esther 
and Mordecai did. God gives our weekly assembly to the saints (Heb. 10:25), and then 
sets us free to celebrate without binding consciences (Col. 2:16-17). People in Israel 
got to celebrate these days, which is our approach to traditions.  
 
Man’s Kingdom & God’s 
The conclusion to Esther reminds us where we are: still in Persia, governed by Xerxes. 
The Jews didn’t die, but he makes sure to tax them (10:1)! Mordecai is still enormously 
influential among the multitude of Jews. He seeks the blessing of all of his 
countrymen just like Jeremiah told the Babylonian exiles to do (v3). An under-realized 
eschatology fails to see the transformative effects and potential of God’s grace in the 
world, which were far less in Esther’s time than in ours. An over-realized eschatology 
ignores the remaining effects of sin and the thorough call of Jesus’ great commission 
to disciples all the nations (2 Tim. 2:18; Matt. 28:18-20). God sets our sights on the 
resurrection of the dead, not a pretty good government. To get us and the world ready 
for it, He gives us stories like this in the Bible but also in our own lives. The book of 
Esther teaches us that no matter how bleak things are, God’s people will not be 
annihilated. We’ve already been delivered from death. Jesus’ enemies plotted His 
death, cast lots for His garments, hung Him on a tree and put Him in a tomb. But the 
Father didn’t leave His soul in Hades or allow His body to see corruption. Instead, 
Jesus came back to life never to die again, and He reigns at the right hand of the 
Father where there are pleasures forevermore (Ps. 16:10-11). What happened for the 
Jews in Persia happened for the world at Calvary. Mordecai speaks peace to his nation 
people, but Jesus speaks peace to all the nations.  
 
 

 


