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Our story jumps from the third month, Sivan 23rd, when Jews’ celebrate the new 
decree, to the twelfth month, Nisan 13th, when they will have to fight for their lives 
(v1). The final decree is enforced as God’s people defend themselves from their 
enemies and overcome the threat of death.  
 
The Death of the Destroyers 
Despite the decree that the Jews would protect themselves (8:11), their enemies still 
hoped for a victorious genocide (v1). The goal was to annihilate the Jewish people and 
take all their stuff (3:13). In a wonderful reversal, “The Jews gathered together in their 
cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who 
sought their harm. And no one could withstand them, because fear of them fell upon 
all people” (v2). Mordecai leads this defensive measure with wisdom and diligence, 
and the officials help him because they wisely fear him (v3). He is not an angry, 
vindictive, or violent man, nor the head of a self-appointed militia. Rather, he executes 
justice as the civil magistrate: “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 
you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise 
from the same” (Rom. 13:3). His fame grows and this helps the Jews defeat their 
enemies (vv4-5). Just war theory, both the grounds for going to war and right conduct 
during war, is an important Christian doctrine. We want peace, but not at the cost of 
the murder of innocent people. It’s not always a matter of more negotiations. Jesus 
said He “did not come to bring peace but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). There are those in 
this world who will take up violence, and violence in self-defense is lawful in principle. 
In this story it is blessed obedience. The Jews kill 500 men in the palace and the ten 
sons of Haman (vv6-10). This fulfilled God’s command of holy war against the 
Amalekites, including the prohibition of plunder (1 Sam. 15:18-21). This is clear, strict, 
swift, and merciful justice (cf. Eccles. 8:11).  
 
A Public Example 
The king hears about the 500 dead and ten sons of Haman, and asks Esther what else 
she wants done (vv11-12). She asks for one more day for the Jews to defend 
themselves, and, just to make modern sort-of evangelical commentators really 
uncomfortable, for the corpses of Haman’s sons to be hanged in public (v13). We 
need to remember that what Saul failed to do six centuries earlier almost resulted in 
the extermination of God’s people. Had Haman succeeded in Persia, how long before 
he would have attacked the Jews in Israel? Esther is not leaving anything undone, even 
though this is still a defensive measure. She welcomes the attackers for one more day, 
another 300 try their hand in Susa, and still the Jews keep their hands off the plunder 
(v15). Mordecai is a new and obedient Saul, and Esther is thinking about the long-term 
blessing of her covenant people and her countrymen (Dt. 25:19). Haman’s sons are 
hung openly to warn people about the fate of violent and greedy men (v14). Imitating 
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the sins of your fathers is as natural to sinners as water flowing downhill, but by God’s 
grace we can choose not to (cf. Lev. 26:40; 1 Kgs. 15:3). Look at them, look at Haman, 
and repent. Mordecai isn’t like Saul, but Haman is like Agag.  
 
The Final Reversal 
God is never mentioned in the book of Esther, and the omission makes His presence 
more obvious. The destruction of Haman’s sons and other “Amalekites”, the Jew’s 
refrain from plunder (vv10, 15, 16), and the celebration and generosity and follows 
shows the work of the Spirit in God’s people (vv18-19). One medieval Jewish teacher 
thought that God’s people trusted Him more fully in the book of Esther, not relying on 
miraculous provision but obeying Him in the midst of His providential story. This book 
feels very much like being a Christian today. God does wonders all the time, but they 
are the wonders of providence. Jesus makes wine very quickly to remind us of the 
wonderfully slow and beautiful way He normally does it. When we are aware of the 
sentence of death upon us, realizing our own mortality, we have one of two options. 
We can take up arms like Agagites against God because we have hoarded plunder and 
want more. Or we can believe the good news, the gospel of peace, that Jesus died 
under God’s curse so we don’t have to. Mordecai and the Jews escaped Haman’s 
decree of death, but Jesus willingly took God’s decree of death upon Himself that was 
rightly due to every son and daughter of Adam. Mordecai became famous and loved 
(and feared) in Persia, but Jesus’ name is exalted above every name in heaven and on 
earth (Phil. 2:9). The end of death in Persia was temporary, a sneak peak at what Jesus 
would do, ushering in eternal life forevermore by His resurrection.  
 
 

 


