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Haman has been hanged, but the sentence of death still lingers over the Jews in Persia. 
Esther and Mordecai can’t sit by while their people are slaughtered, so they take action 
to do justice. As a result, the kingdom of God spreads in Persia.   
 
Passionate Plea  
Once again Esther is talking to the king. Previously she approached him very carefully 
and patiently (5:2), but now she falls down at his feet and pleads with tears to undo 
Haman’s decree (v3). Her previous caution was strategic, but now is the time to go for 
it. Ahasuerus holds out his scepter to hear her again, and she gives four conditions to 
convince him to side with her. The first and third regard the king’s judgment: “If it 
pleases the king”; “and the thing seems right”. The second and fourth concern his care 
for her: “if I have found favor in his sight”; “and I am pleasing in his eyes” (v5). She is not 
telling the king what to do, nor manipulating him for selfish ends. She wants him to see 
that the argument makes sense, and to trust her because of who she is to him (cf. Prov. 
31:11-12). Zeal without knowledge is counter-productive, but true knowledge drives 
passionate action. She wants him to revoke the letters written by Haman the Agagite 
to annihilate the Jews in every province. She can’t endure seeing evil come to her 
people, and destruction to her countrymen (v6; cf. Jn. 2:17). How would you describe 
what Esther does in this story? She asks. In the last chapter, Haman fell down begging 
for his own life and lost it. Here Esther falls down begging for the life of others, and she 
saves them. We are called to ask passionately and repeatedly for what we want (Lk. 11:5-
13).  
 
Purposeful Power  
Normally the government seized a traitor’s property, but Ahasuerus gives Haman’s to 
Esther (v1). Mordecai informs Ahasuerus of his relationship to Esther, receives Haman’s 
ring from the king, and then receives Haman’s house from Esther (v2). Mordecai served 
Esther and the king self-sacrificially, doing far more than was required. He saved the 
king’s life and is now entrusted with many lives. He raised orphan Esther in his own 
house and is now given a new one. Authority flows to those who take responsibility, and 
flees from those who evade it. Esther and Mordecai were at the margins of Persia, but 
now they find themselves with great power. Their willingness to fill the post God placed 
them in reveals faith and courage. Esther’s passion for her people only increased with 
her new opportunity, and Mordecai stepped up as Vizier or Vice President. Ahasuerus 
won’t revoke the murderous decree, but like a politician, he’ll let them send out a new, 
contradictory one (v8). Mordecai commands that letters, sealed by the king’s ring, 
written in every language and dialect, be sent to all 127 provinces by the fastest horses 
in the Persian Pony Express (vv9-10). We have a situation right now in our nation where 
an evangelical Christian occupies the office of Vice President. His rise was also totally 
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unpredictable, and we ought to pray for him to be faithful and courageous. God gives 
us all positions of influence and opportunities to serve Him and bless others.  
 
Holy War 
It has been just over two months since Haman’s decree went out “to destroy, to kill, and 
to annihilate all the Jews, both young an old, little children and women….” (3:12, 11). The 
new decree reverses this precisely (v11-12). Is this genocide in return for genocide? 
Some have thought that the Jews declare not just war, but holy war on their enemies. 
Holy war is where God commands destruction of the men, women, children and 
animals, like he did against the Amalekites who tried to wipe out Israel (1 Sam. 15:2-3; 
Ex. 17:8-15). Holy war was never waged upon a peace-loving, docile people, but on those 
who would not stop their violence, and it was permissible only when God explicitly 
commanded it. The key phrase is in verse 11, “to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces 
of any people or province that would assault them”. Holy war was total war, but this is 
a decree of self-defense. Anyone plotting to kill Jews would now know that to do so 
would threaten his entire family. This is as close to a reversal of Haman’s decree as 
Mordecai could get. The idea of armed self-defense is to deter violence, and this was 
one goals of the public decree (cf. Lk. 22:36). Unlike Haman’s plan, the Jews only killed 
men attempting to murder them, and they didn’t take any plunder (9:15-16). This was a 
godly and wise plan that brought justice to the empire, ridding it of bloodthirsty thieves. 
After Haman’s decree, Mordecai couldn’t come before the king clothed in sackcloth 
and ashes. Now he goes out of the king’s presence clothed in royal majesty (3:15; 8:15). 
Susa had been in confusion (3:15), but now the city rejoices (8:15). The Jews previously 
were mourning, fasting, weeping and wailing, and now they have light, gladness, joy and 
honor, four for four (4:3; 8:16). The Jews made it into a holiday celebrating their great 
deliverance, and many people of the land became Jews, “because the fear of the Jews 
fell upon them” (v17). The people of God are something to be reckoned with not 
because they’re going to kill you, but because God’s blessing is upon them. When the 
Persians saw the feast, they saw something they could not account for apart from the 
goodness and justice of the Lord. The age of physical holy war is over, but like the Jews 
at Purim, Christians are very much in a spiritual war “against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). Jesus died for His enemies, so we are 
not fundamentally fighting against them, but for them. His gospel of peace and justice 
goes out to all the nations (Matt. 28:19-20). 

 


