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God is the great storyteller, and the best stories have the most satisfying surprises. 
This chapter is a hilarious reversal of Haman and Mordecai, switching places from the 
top to the bottom, the hunter to the hunted, the honored to the dishonored, 
demonstrating the steadfast love of God for His people.  
 
Glory to God Alone 
The chiastic structure of Esther puts this chapter in the center:  
 
A  king’s proud feast 1:1-22 
  B  Esther becomes queen 2:1-18 
    C  king’s life is saved 2:19-23 
        D  Haman’s plot 3:1-4:3 
           E  Mordecai discovers the plot 4:4-17 
              F  Esther invites the king and Haman to first banquet 5:1-14 
                 G  Turning Point: Haman’s fortunes turn 6:1-14 
              F’ Esther invites king and Haman to second banquet 7:1-10 
           E’ Mordecai and Esther are given Haman’s estate 8:1-2 
        D’ Haman’s plot foiled 8:3-17 
     C’ Jews are saved 9:1-10 
  B’ Esther wins second day for Jews in Susa 9:11-19 
A’ Jews Feast of Purim 9:20-10:3 
 
You would think the turning point would be Esther’s daring request of the king, or a 
showdown between Mordecai and Haman. But Haman’s fortunes reverse 
because…the king can’t sleep (v1). He calls someone to read the chronicles which 
included all of his decrees. Herodotus says Xerxes rewarded two naval captains with 
land for heroism in battle, and a man who saved the king’s brother with the 
governorship of Cilicia. But nothing had yet been done for Mordecai who saved the 
king’s own life, thwarting the assassination attempt of Bigthana and Teresh (vv2-3). 
All the seemingly insignificant or irrelevant actions that led up to this—Vashti’s refusal 
to parade, Esther’s decision to enter the harem, Mordecai’s unwillingness to bow—
come into focus, but it’s a moment when God acts. What we cannot see in the 
trenches, we trust by faith that God can see and is using for our good and His glory. 
Otherwise we labor in vain (Ps. 127:1).  
 
God Resists the Proud 
Pride is the divine banana peel. Haman thought he was building the gallows for 
Mordecai, and now he thinks he’s choosing his own honors: “Whom would the king 
delight to honor more than me?” (v6). He will have to give the robe, horse, and crown 
he is so desperately needy for to Mordecai the Jew and parade him around the city 
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(vv7-11). God doesn’t just reverse things, He uses the contrary work of His enemies to 
do it. All Haman has to do is stop and so will his misery. He is the master of his own 
hell. But as long as he hates and tries to persecute Mordecai, his fall continues. Trying 
to get out of sin without turning to God is like running in quicksand—a little deeper, 
and little deeper and then you’re under (cf. Prov. 1:19). Instead of recognizing how he 
set himself up, that Mordecai really did save the king (the same king who promoted 
Haman), and his true honor in leading Mordecai’s parade (v9), Haman hurries home, 
mourning with his head covered in shame. He tells Zeresh and his friends what 
happened, and they speak their first and only bit of wisdom: if Mordecai is Jewish, 
Haman will not prevail but certainly fall before him (vv12-13). Their assumption is that 
Haman would not relent, and if that’s true then they are correct. But it’s not a fait 
accompli. Just as Mordecai and Esther have to trust God to experience His blessing, so 
Haman has to persecute God’s people in order to fall. Because he won’t, he is his own 
worst enemy. 
 
God Gives Grace to the Humble 
After waiting for five years without recognition for saving the king’s life (cf. 2:16; 3:7), 
Mordecai gets the royal treatment. In contrast to Haman’s previous swaggering, 
afterwards he simply goes back to the king’s gate, back to work (v12). The king delights 
to honor Mordecai, which is different than Mordecai delighting to honor himself. 
Mordecai believed that God would save His people one way or another, and it turns 
out that at the center of this story, the Lord would wake up the king and use 
Mordecai’s overlooked service to reverse Haman’s momentum (cf. 4:14). He is the 
one who came to the kingdom for such a time as this though he had no idea the time. 
The humble person doesn’t think less of himself, he thinks of himself less. This is why 
Jesus entrusts him with more: “For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will 
have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him” (Matt. 13:12). Being humble is a gift of God’s grace, and He doesn’t stop 
there. Mordecai is a little like Jesus. Haman tries to wear the royal robe, but Jesus left 
His throne in heaven to come to earth where he would be mocked for not having a 
robe. Haman lusted to be king for a day, but Jesus exchanged His crown for a crown of 
thorns. Haman wanted a parade for himself with bowing audiences, but Jesus was 
lifted up on a cross to be mocked by a crowd and a criminal. Haman lusted for revenge 
on an entire people group because one man slighted him, but Jesus died to forgive the 
sins of the whole world whose sin made it necessary for Him to die in the first place. 
Because Jesus did all these things, “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and 
given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).   
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